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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


No Time to Lose. 


Coat, labour, wages, tar, sulphate of ammonia, priority, 
rationing, and all other war questions that have fallen upon 
the gas industry in quick and forcible succession, awkward 
as they are in their cumulative effects, are insignificant com- 
pared with the problem of the future of the industry. The 
prospective place of the industry in the new home-world 
is a matter of extreme importance and gravity. We have 
insisted upon this in several articles; and every week now 
supplies its quantum of fresh ratification. In the industry 
we have suffered too much from insularity, which is a very 
troublesome malady to get rid of ; and we have not learned 
sufficiently the value of the German doctrine—followed in 
war as in commerce—of infiltration. The industry has to 
change its fossilized ideas and practices, has to get out into 
the open, has to prepare itself for a commercial offence 
and defence, and has to push itself into other industries, by 
proving its capacity for service—not only in its own but in 
the national interests. 

Already there have been three important Departmental 
reports dealing with the electricity supply industry. There 
was first the one by the Electricity Supply Sub-Committee 
of the Coal Conservation Committee ; then there came the 
one from the Board of Trade Committee on Electric Power 
Supply ; and now there is a third dealing with the Electri- 
cal Trades. If these three reports had been prepared by 
the same set of men, they could not have been drafted with 
a better eye to the one fitting into the other, and forming a 
complete policy for the reorganization, advancement, and 
general protection of the interests of the electricity industry, 
to the detriment of others. The first and second reports treat 
of the generating end of electricity supply; the third, with 
the trading end. As previous articles have shown, and our 
“ Electricity Supply Memoranda” to-day illustrate, the elec- 
tricity industry from all departmental quarters is having 
its importance vigorously impressed upon the Government ; 
and the Board of Trade is even now considering the framing 
of a Bill to carry out the proposals of at all events one of 
the Committees. Preferential treatment is being sought 
by the electricity industry. It has been well favoured and 
served by the composition of these various Committees; 
and, having its opportunity, it is not going to lose anything 
through want of asking. The gas industry must not keep 
its mouth shut. It will suit the electricity industry well if the 
older industry continues to ponderously proceed withno larger 
ambition than to be left alone with practices and policy 
which every day attests are becoming more and more out 
of harmony with the progressive times. The first named of 
the reports suggested as an integral part of the work of the 
electricity industry the carbonization of coal, and the re- 
covery of the various products. Low-temperature carbon- 
ization also wants Government recognition and assistance. 
Among the recommendations of the Departmental Com- 
mittee on the Coal Trade after the War is a proposal that 
facilities should be given for the erection near the pits of 
carbonizing and bye-product plant, with chemical factories. 
The Government are also looking, with a genuine inclination 
to help, towards schemes for the extraction of nitrogen from 
the atmosphere. There is for the gas industry something 
momentous in all this; and something that should stir it 
to its very depths to formulate, from its vast scope and re- 
sources, a befitting policy and claims, and to put them for- 
ward with the vigour, strength, and confidence which a good 
cause and long-established service should give. 





The first article in our last week’s issue advocated the 
setting-up by the gas industry of a Special Committee to 
consider the question of policy in relation to its develop- 
ment and conjunctively with other industries. We want 
to make it quite clear that this Committee is not intended 
to supplant in any way the National Gas Council. The 
Special Committee in view is an ad hoc one, to which the 
National Gas Council and its component organizations 
could be of the greatest possible value in investigation, 
before preparing a report on the policy that should be 
adopted by the industry in relation to the movements of 
the times as they bear upon its interests. These move- 
ments are not limited to fuel economy and use, but extend 
to legislative, financial, and industrial questions. So far as 
the subject of fuel economy and the reformation of the elec- 
tricity industry are concerned, one of the gas industry’s organ- 
izations did commence operations in the nature of an inquiry. 
But we hardly think that the Committee was of sufficiently 
commanding standing; interest appears to have flagged; 
and altogether the work seems to have been conducted in 
what can best be described as a parochial sort of way, 
which indicates an insufficient appreciation of the vast inter- 
ests that were at stake. A larger view must be taken; a 
different order of things must supplant the order of things 
just described. 

It is quite probable that steps will be taken—they must be 
taken—to bring together an influential Committee (we have 
one in mind) to frame a satisfactory policy for the gas in- 
dustry. This is not work for one man. It must be the 
work of a body, with combined qualified brain power, in 
whom the gas industry can have full reliance, and who will 
command the respect of, and obtain a hearing from, Govern- 
ment Departments. Such a body would require the un- 
divided support of the industry. This could be largely 
promised through the District Associations.calling special 
meetings, to which Directors and Committee men could be 
invited, at which Lord Moulton’s address, and recent articles 
in the “ JournaL” bearing on the subject of the position 
which confronts the gas industry—particularly the first edi- 
torial article published last week—would supply the basis 
of a case for pledging support to the National Gas Council 
in actively taking in hand the setting-up of an ad hoc Com- 
mittee to thoroughly investigate this subject of policy. It 
is the time for a strong hand and a strong lead. There 
must be no question of finding the necessary money for the 
purpose. The protection and advancement of the interests 
of the gas industry constitute urgent work, which is worth a 
large expenditure, and worth doing well, in order.to get on 
to proper lines with all possible dispatch. But it is indis- 
pensable that there should be the strongest unity. Under- 
takings should sink all questions of individual conditions 
and power, and throw in their lot in the common interests. 
Now more than ever single co-operation is required so as to 
place the industry in its rightful position in the reconstruc- 
tion work of the country. As it is,attempts are being made 
to elbow it out and to weaken it; it is being neglected by 
the Government who expect so much from it; and prefer- 
ence is being given to the consideration of the interests of 
others. To the gas industry, nothing is at present being 
meted out but discouragement. The industry must help 
itself by taking the initial steps. 

What we are now advocating must not be regarded as a 
panic measure; it is only a measure of prudence and fore- 
sight. We are glad to know it has very extended sup- 
port. The conditions which the industry has to meet have 
been growing for some long time now; and, having been 
allowed to reach their penultimate stage, it is for the industry 
to handle the position boldly, vigorously, and in a statesman- 
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like way. If it is not so handled, great opportunities will 
be sacrificed on the altar of indifference ; great expectations 
will simply vanish ; and the industry will be standing where 
it was with its opportunities lessened, and competition con- 
siderably increased in power. In any event, strengthened 
competition must be expected. Therefore the gas industry 
must be reinforced by a revision of its conditions ; and it must 
not lose any ground of development which belongs to it as 
of right. But it must justify by acts its claim to retention. 


America Leads. 


Tue time was when Great Britain led in the matter of 
organization for the gas industry. To-day America has 
outstripped us. In the midst of war, and under pressure 
of the times, our American friends have brought into exist- 
ence one organization representing the whole of the interests 
in the gas industry. At no time more than in the present 
has such an organization been required, and more in this 
country than (up to now) in the United States. Having 
realized the necessity, the leaders in American gas affairs 
have made no excuses for not meeting it. They saw the 
immediate requirement for a powerful organization which 
could speak authoritatively and give mandates; and they 
are going to have well-paid men of ability as officers, to 
devote their whole time to look after all pertinent matters 
in the spheres allocated to them. They also saw looming 
in the distance questions still greater in importance than 
those immediately encompassing, and wisely concluded 
that, with all interests merged in a single organization, they 
would be able to exercise the maximum strength in meeting 
any problem or development. Why could we not have done 
the same earlier? Had it been done, we should not have 
been so unprepared as we are at this time for the grave 
position in which the gas industry finds itself. It is no use 
minimizing matters; there has been too much of this sort 
of thing in the past. Let us be frank one with the other, 
and admit that when matters were not as they are now— 
that was when the “ JournaL” originally urged (the time 
seems far away to-day) the formation of a comprehensive 
organization of all gas interests to take up the work of the 
gas industry as it should be taken up—those counsellors 
who ruled otherwise ill-advised the industry. The indus- 
try has not looked forward sufficiently; it has not been 
enterprising in its own protection; it has not cut out new 
paths in anticipation; it has only up to a point managed to 
keep side by side with developments, and now developments 
are outrunning it. This is not the time to legislate on past 
experience ; but to legislate with the obvious developments 
that are before the industry—developments both internal 
and external, the latter largely dominating the former. 
What has recently been done in America is what ought 
to have been done here long ago—the industry ought to 
have gathered together the whole of the gas interests in one 
organization, and then sectionized it. Ability, enthusiasm, 
and foresight have brought the American scheme of a repre- 
sentative Gas Association toa successful issue. In an article 
in subsequent columns, an esteemed American correspondent 
describes its broad outlines. It is one body; and the 
membership has been arranged so as to find place for all 
who should be there, and who can be helpful, and make the 
organization of real operative value in any direction. It is 
the centre from which all work of common importance will 
flow, and to which all matters of common importance will 
converge. The organization, because of the completeness 
of its constituency, will be able to give authority, speak with 
authority, and will be in a position to secure all necessary 
financial aid. There is a President (Mr. G. B. Courtelyou), 
a Vice-President (Mr.C. L. Holman), and a Treasurer (Mr. 
W. H. Barthold). A permanent General Secretary is going 
to be appointed by the Directors. He is to be a manof the 
highest ability ; and to secure hima salary of $10,000 will 
be paid. There are sixteen “ Directors” of the organiza- 
tion—half of whom will hold office for one year ; the other 
half for two years. They are all men representative of the 
various interests of the industry. The organization is sec- 
tionized—accounting (otherwise financial), commercial, tech- 
nical, natural gas, and manufacturers. Over each section 
there will be a Chairman and Vice-Chairman, as well as a 
Secretary, who will also be appointed by the Directors. 
Thus it will be seen that while each section of the new 
organization will have its own particular work to pursue, 
it will be responsible to the general Association, and in its 
work each section will have all the strength that the co- 





operation of the other sections can give to it. We heartily 
congratulate our American friends on having carried out the 
scheme, and more particularly with having had the wisdom 
to fortify the industry in this way for a time when every 
sign shows that it will be of the utmost importance to have 
available all the strength that unity can afford. The new 
Association, we feel perfectly confident, will not only im- 
prove the position of the gas industry for national service, 
but it will certainly make for the industry’s own greater 
stability, influence, and status. The American Corre- 
spondent to whom we are indebted for the descriptive article 
that appears elsewhere feels sure that “ his British brethren 
“ (before the war the word was ‘ cousins’) will watch this 
“ new enterprise with great interest; and, if it is successful, 
“ will at once try to decide whether, under their conditions, 
“a similar strong organization could not produce much 
“ better results for the industry than the present loose 
“ federation represented by the National Gas Council.” In 
these brief phases, there is the judgment of a competent 
observer at a distance; there is also advice and some hope. 
While our congratulations go heartily across the water, we 
are sorry that it was not Great Britain that led the way. 
It might have done so had not every debate in official circles 
ended up with a on possumus decision—attributable variously 
to the war, to jealousy, to one section being afraid of some 
loss of prestige, and to an inappreciation of the value of 
unity and an organization of the strongest possible influence. 
Now from all sides come accusations that there is some- 
thing wanting. From these accusations and from the posi- 
tion the industry is in to-day, the organizations of the past 
have not saved us. Lord Moulton’s presidential address will 
bear another perusal. 


‘“‘ Financial Hardships ’—Relief Clauses Withdrawn 
from -Two Bills. 


Tue discussion on the Gas Bills in the House of Commons 
has been further postponed until this evening; but there 
has been a development in the position. This is that the 
South Suburban and the Maidenhead Gas Companies have 
withdrawn the price and dividend “ relief” clauses from 
their Bills, which have therefore allowed them to be read 
a second time, and so be advanced a stage. In doing this 
—the point applies to. the South Suburban Company especi- 
ally—there is no question of disloyalty to the remainder of 
the group of twenty-four promoters. The primary feature 
of the South Suburban Bill is the fusion with the Company 
of the Dartford gas undertaking; and the Chairman (Mr. 
Charles Hunt) and the Directors of the larger Company 
had to do everything possible to keep faith in this matter 
with the smaller Company. No harm is really done by the 
withdrawal. It is well understood that it is impossible for 
the President of the Board of Trade (Sir Albert Stanley) to. 
amend the recommendations of the Select Committee ap- 
pointed by the House who have been considering the ques- 
tion of financial relief. This could only be done by the House 
itself after the report has been discussed, and appeal made 
for a readjustment of the recommendations of the Commit- 
tee to accord with their findings. Moreover, the proposal 
is that the Board of Trade shall introduce a Bill to carry 
out the recommendations of the Committee or any amend- 
ment of them if made by the House; so that, by the action 
taken in withdrawing the clauses from the two Bills, there 
cannot be any material loss to the companies, seeing that 
they will, if thought desirable, be able to make application 
under the general measure. One or two minor clauses over 
which there was likely to be contention have also been re- 
linquished in the South Suburban Bill—in fact, everything 
possible has been done to secure the passing of the main 
parts of the measure. 

The report of the Public Control Committee of the Lon- 
don County Council on the result of the Select Committee’s 
deliberations on the Relief Bills, which report was noticed 
in our issue of a week ago [p. 584], was under discussion 
at the last meeting of the Council. From what the Chair- 
man of the Public Control Committee (Mr. A. L. Leon) then 
said, they—while realizing that gas companies have been 
hardly hit—are still of opinion that the companies should 
be kept to a compact made under other conditions, when 
money, materials, and labour had far different values ; and 
the County Council Committee bless the Select Committee 
for a report which so thoroughly justifies the companies in 
seeking relief, but declines to give them any. This, we 
must assume from what Mr. Leon says, is regarded by him 
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and his colleagues as an equitable and sensible decision. 
Capital, materials, and labour are all necessary to the pro- 
duction and supply of gas. Materials have to be paid for 
at a high price, andso has labour. But the capital employed, 
according to the notions of Mr. Leon and the Select Com- 
mittee, is only entitled to scant consideration and reward. 
The Coal Controller has raised the price of coal another 
2s. 6d. through no fault of gas stockholders. It is necessary 
for the Gas Light and Coke Company, through this and other 
increases in costs, to raise the price of gas to 4s. 4d.; and 
so holders of 16} millions sterling of ordinary stock have 
before them the prospect of a dividend of only £2 2s. 8d. 
per annum. This £2 2s. 8d. has not the value in it 
that it would have had before the war ; but the satisfaction 
that Mr. Leon has with the report of the Select Committee 
—and we suppose the same holds good with all others who 
assisted the London County Council in their work of de- 
priving gas capital of a fair reward—leads us to assume he 
regards this depreciated £2 2s. 8d. as sufficient dividend 
in these abnormal times. If so, it would be interesting to 
know what he considers would be a fair dividend for gas 
capital when the purchasing power of money is greater. 
Surely, to be logical, if £2 2s. 8d. is fair now, the dividend 
should be lower still when money has an intrinsically higher 
value. Now that the coal miners are going to get a further 
advance, the Gaslight and Coke Company stand a good 
chance of coming down to 2 per cent., less income tax ! 


The National Gas Council Discusses the Position. 


Whaat was more or less a private conversational discussion 
on the position created by the recommendations of the 
Select Committee took place at a meeting of the National 
Gas Council on Friday. The more the matter is discussed, 
the more unaccountable the recommendations appear not 
only when contrasted with the findings, but when examined 
from every commonsense point of view. That a serious 
blow has been struck at the gas industry and gross injustice 
been done to it has been clear from the first, not only to 
directly interested people, but to many indirectly so. An 
effect that is pointed out in an article in the “ Financial 
“Times” is one that we do not think was anticipated by the 
Committee ; and it was one that was commented upon at the 
meeting. It is that the recomendations of the Committee, 
coming from a legislative body, are a menace—and a grave 
one—to industrial investments generally. Furthermore, we 
have the spectacle of this Committee finding that the com- 
panies deserve financial relief, but declining to give it until 
the dividend has been reduced to half the standard rate that 
Parliament had itself fixed, which means 13 and 2 p.ct. for 
some companies (and for investors even lower than these 
figures where a premium was paid for the stock) before the 
shrinkage finds its bottom level, which looks like being 
speedily attained with the rise in wages and the price of coal, 
as well as other adverse conditions. But while this is the 
view of the Select Committee, we have the Coal Controller 
on the same ground of war costs raising the price of coal a 
further 2s. 6d. per ton, making the war costs addition gs. 
per ton, and in the case of South Wales, Monmouthshire, 
and the Forest of Dean 11s. 6d. The dividends paid by the 
collieries are assured. Why this treatment for a non-statu- 
tory industry and the opposite extreme for the gas industry ? 
Legislation to justify itself must be equitable ; but there 
is nothing approaching equity in what is being proposed on 
the one hand for gas undertakings, and on the other hand 
for colliery owners. The transfer of additional costs from 
colliery owners to coal consumers to give the former relief 
is the very cause of a further reduction of the dividends of 
investors in gas undertakings. Let Parliament find a justi- 
fication in the position if it can. The Committee’s recom- 
mendations are, in short, a mockery of their findings. 
However, from the statements made at the meeting of the 
National Gas Council (over which Mr. D. Milne Watson 
presided, in the absence of the President, Mr. H. E. Jones), 
it is considered that nothing much can be done in the way 
of securing relief from the inconsistent recommendations 
of the Committee before the Public Bill which Sir Albert 
Stanley will introduce to give effect to the report is intro- 
duced for second reading. But there is a good deal that 
must be done, and that promptly; and this the National 
Gas Council fully recognize. Members of Parliament must 
be duly informed on the subject, and the public made ac- 
quainted with the position of the industry. This is work 
preliminary to the Public Bill coming up in the House for 





second reading. Another course may be suggested; and 
it is this: The National Gas Council are members of the 
Federation of British Industries; and the industries and 
firms constituting the Federation should have their attention 
directed to the undisguised injustice of the recommenda- 
tions, preceded as they are by such findings as those to 
which the members of the Committee have affixed their 
signatures. They should also have pointed out to them the 
menace that the recommendations are to industrial enter- 
prise generally. It is known that the opponents of the gas 
industry have already been at work among members of 
Parliament and the public. The quicker the antidote is ad- 
ministered, and the more effectively it is done, the better. 

At the same time, the gas industry must not reject the 
recommendations of the Select Committee, except in favour 
of something better. To reject them as a protest against 
their injustice would be folly. There is much capital on the 
verge, with the development of increased costs, of reaching 
the level of dividend which the stunted benevolence of the 
Committee has fixed upon; and even at this low level, it 
will be better to have decline arrested than to goon. The 
Committee themselves have endorsed the principle that the 
decline of the dividend should be arrested; and the only 
point of difference between them and the industry is one 
of degree. It is that of the level at which the arresting of 
the decline should take place. The promoters of the Bills 
cannot—in fact, must not—reject the findings, the acknow- 
ledgment of the principle of arresting the decline, nor even 
the low level of dividend recommended. The position of 
this matter to-day is not only the concern of the promoters 
of the Bills, but of the whole gas industry. 


New Order as to Gas Manufacture and Quality, 
and Oil and Tar Washing. 


THE managers of all gas undertakings who have oil or tar 
washing plant in existence have now their marching orders 
from the Ministry of Munitions as to what they may or may 
not do in regard to the manufacture. and quality of gas, 
the washing of gas, and the use of gas oil for carburetting 
water gas. The new Order [p. 16], which is made under 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations, is an imperative 
one—one made to be obeyed, however difficult it may be 
for some undertakings, unless express relief is obtained 
from the Ministry. Those who find difficulties will have to 
communicate their nature to the Ministry, who, with the 
Board of Trade, will decide what course shall be taken in 
the circumstances. The new Order imposes obligation, and 
it gives protection, though somewhat scant, having regard 
to the difficulties arising from both the delivery and the 
quality of coal now supplied to gas-works. As a matter of 
fact, we are afraid that, under the strain of the prevailing 
trouble in these respects, something will have to go some- 
where; and a good many undertakings will be affording the 
Ministry proof of their inability to comply with the specifi- 
cation as to quality, or alternatively to maintain the supply 
to consumers, unless the Ministry can arrange with the Coal 
Controller for full supplies of coal of adequate quality. 
Briefly, as to the directions of the Order. In the first 
place, it does not apply to gas-works with coal-gas plant 
only, and without oil or tar gas-scrubbing plant. As from 
yesterday, all coal-gas retorts, where there are oil or tar 
scrubbing plants, are to be operated so as to produce a gas 
of as nearly as possible 500 B.Th.U. gross ; but in no event 
is the gas to be of any less quality before scrubbing. In 
view of the prohibition as to the use of gas oil without the 
consent of the Ministry of Munitions (except under one con- 
dition, which will be referred to presently), works with both 
coal and water gas are to operate the plants so that the gas 
would, mixed before scrubbing, have a value of 500 B.Th.U. 
gross. From this it will be seen that, no matter the standard 
a gas undertaking is working to or at, if it is at variance 
with this Order it is temporarily abrogated, whether it be 
an illuminating or a calorific value one. “In any event,” 
the gas before scrubbing is to be of 500 B.Th.U. gross. 
There may be inquiries as to how the few gas-works are 
situated with calorific standards below 500 B.Th.U.; seeing 
that it would be unfair—especially in districts like South 
Wales where much of the coal supplied for gas making is 
not by any means appropriate for the production of a good 
quantity per ton of 500 B.Th.U. gas—to compel them 
in the current circumstances to produce gas of a quality 
exceeding their statutory standard. Then there follows the 
instruction as to scrubbing. Scrubbing is not in future to 
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be a voluntary matter ; it is now obligatory. Where there 
is oil or tar scrubbing plant, the whole of the coal gas pro- 
duced—not part but the “ whole ”—is to be scrubbed to the 
“ fullest possible extent” for the extraction of ammonia, 
toluol, and benzol. Some gas-works have not plant avail- 
able for scrubbing the whole of the coal gas produced, and 
other works have such accumulations of tar—dehydrated 
and otherwise—that they cannot see any practical use in 
working their tar-washing plant ; and so the Ministry may 
find that the applications for adjustments of the Order to 
individual conditions will be somewhat considerable. It is 
quite clear that the Ministry are imposing the maximum, 
and keeping in their own hands the power of modification 
to suit special circumstances. All decision on the part of 
the engineer of a works is now eliminated. It will be ob- 
served that there is no minimum calorific power defined for 
coal gas after washing; only the 500 B.Th.U. gross before 
washing. But there is a minimum specified where un- 
carburetted water gas is mixed with coal gas. In such 
cases, “under all circumstances” the minimum calorific 
power is to be 450 B.Th.U.; and only to realize this mini- 
mum, and no more, is the use of gas oil permitted. Other 
than for this purpose, no gas oil may now be consumed, 
without the previous authority in writing of the Ministry 
of Munitions. It is to be hoped that such authority will 
not be withheld in the case of undertakings that have been 
saving oil in preparation for next winter. 

It will be seen that, under this Order, all gas-works with 
washing plant for the extraction of benzol and toluol, that 
produce gas of 500 B.Th.U. gross before the washing takes 
place will be fully protected from unpleasant attentions on 
the part of local authorities, providing there is compliance 
with the terms of the Order; for it supersedes all prior 
statutory requirements. The provisions also mean that the 
gas will have to be tested before the washing takes place, 
in order to ascertain whether it complies with the Order, 
and, in the case of dilution with water gas, to see that, after 
washing, it does not fall below 450 B.Th.U. No power 
is expressly given by the Order to municipal authorities 
whose statutory testing-places are away from the gas-works 
to test the gas before washing. 











Coal Price Addition and Coal Arrears. 


The substantial dividends paid by a number of the colliery 
companies, and the guarantee of the maintenance of the dividends 
that under coal control they have from the Government, suggest 
that, despite what is said as to increased working costs, there is 
no real justification for the imposition of the additional 2s. 6d. 
per ton, which was noticed by us last week. Protest against it 
however, will have little value beyond showing Sir Guy Calthrop 
that he is surrounded by malcontents. But there is a point upon 
which the Coal Controller ought to take a judicial attitude; and 
it is with regard to coal arrears under contracts. On these there, 
ought not to be charged the extra 2s. 6d. per ton. It is not the 
fault of buyers that there are these arrears; and to make them 
pay the 2s. 6d. per ton upon them would be taking an unfair ad- 
vantage of a position which is bad enough for them already, when 
they want to be well forward in accumulating stock for the winter 
season. And truly stocks are in a very bad way. Unless mea- 
sures are taken to largely improve them, we can see gas-supply 
breakdowns ahead. The National Gas Council have been in 
communication with the Controller on this matter of stocks; but 
one would like to see improvement following fair promises. On 
the question of the payment of 2s. 6d. on delivery arrears, repre- 
sentations are to be made by the Council to the Controller. 





The Incidence of the Extra Half-Crown. 

In our opinion, the additions to coal prices ought not to be 
borne solely by the gas consumers; they should be spread over 
the whole of the products. The cost of coal is something that 
should govern the prices of coke, tar and tar products, and am- 
monia products, just as much as the price of gas. But the industry 
is shackled by control. Mr.C. V. Bennett, of Rochester, suggested 
at the National Council meeting that the Coal Controller should 
be asked to make an increase in the price of coke under all con- 
tracts in view of the extra 2s. 6d. on the charge for coal. But Mr. 
Milne Watson reminded him that when the last 2s. 6d. was put 
upon the price of coal, the Controller advised coke producers to 





safeguard themselves by making coke contracts subject to coal 
advances. Those who followed the advice were wise; those who 
did not were otherwise. However, the question of maximum coke 
prices can now be raised with the Controller ; and this will most 
certainly bedone. 


Is There Another Half-Crown Rise Imminent ? 


It looks much like it. The request of the miners for a further 
advance of 1s. 6d. per day for adults and od. for boys, has, it is 
officially stated, been granted. The miners’ representatives re- 
jected an offer of respectively 6d. and 3d. made by the Coal Con- 
troller; and the concession of the full amount is the result of a 
conference at 10, Downing Street. There are certain conditions 
attached which have yet to be mutually arranged; so that there 
is no knowledge yet as to whether the men are to give a quid pro 
guo for the further advance. However, whatever the nature of 
the conditions, the gas industry remembers only too well that, 
when a similar increase was made last autumn, there was an addi- 
tional 2s. 6d. put on the price of coal. If history repeats itself, 
there will be 2s. 6d. more to add to the 2s. 6d. just imposed, for 
which 5s. provision will have to be made in the revenue of gas 
undertakings, and down again will go the dividends of gas stock- 
holders nearer to vanishing-point. 


End of a Co-Partnership Scheme. 


The announcement at the annual meeting of the Plymouth 
and Stonehouse Gas Company that the co-partnership scheme in 
connection with that undertaking has come to an end is matter 
for regret rather than for surprise. From what was said at the 
annual meeting a year ago, it was evident that the movement was 
being subjected to considerable strain through the defection of a 
number of the employees, who had been induced to join the local 
branch of the Dockers’ Union. The Union has in recent years 
been very aggressive in Devon and Cornwall, and has enlisted the 
support of workpeople in many industries in the South-West 
which have little’to do with docks and docking. But though many 
gas-workers joined the Union, there seemed a faint hope that the 
co-partnership might survive, with a much depleted member- 
ship. But the forces of disintegration have clearly been too 
much for it ; and now it has gone. It is a pity, The scheme 
was of good promise when it was introduced some seven years 
ago. Gas was then being sold at 1s. 7d. per 1000 c.ft., with 
the prospect of a further reduction to 1s. 6d., and an increase 
both of the co-partnership interest and of the shareholders’ divi- 
dends. But this hope, like many others, was disappointed by the 
conditions arising out of the war. The operation of the sliding- 
scale on which the distribution of profit was based had the effect 
of extinguishing the workpeople’s share of profit on the price of 
gas being advanced to 2s., and though the Directors continue to 
set aside and distribute a sum equal to 3 p.ct. on the wages, with 
a view to maintaining the co-partnership ideal, the temptation to 
exact higher immediate gains, such as were being obtained by men 
in other undertakings coming more or less under the operations 
of the Munition Acts, proved too strong to be resisted. As Mr. 
Ellis, the new Chairman of the Company, said last week, no one 
begrudges working men and women high wages if they are earned 
by hard work and faithful service; but they cannot have it both 
ways. If they insist through their unions in exacting the utmost 
farthing that can be squeezed out of industry in a time of national 
strain and difficulty, they cannot also have the benefits, such as 
they are, of participation in the fortunes of the undertakings 
on which their livelihood depends. Few of the leaders of trades 
unions have been brought to see that wages and prices move ina 
vicious circle, and that the men who draw higher and higher 
wages have, in common with the rest of the community, to pay 
more for the goods they buy. None of them, we fear, appreciate 
the fact that there is a good deal to be said for the principle, 
however imperfectly applied in co-partnership and profit-sharing 
schemes, that the interests of labour and capital are in reality 
identical, and that where the one or the other gets less than its 
due, both are wronged, and must suffer for it. 








“Some of the Wreckers of Financial Stability.” 

Referring to our criticism last week of the report on the 
Gas Bills by the Public Control Committee of the London County 
Council [p. 584], and to the strategy adopted by the framers 
of the report to make things appear as they are not, a private 
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correspondent writes that the comments were just. He refers 
particularly to what we termed “studied strategy” in including 
Wandsworth stock in the table, when the Wandsworth, Wim- 
bledon, and Epsom Company were not among the applicants for 
relief. Remarks our correspondent: “ Why did they leave out 
Wimbledon, which puts another complexion on the subject? 
Why drag in Wandsworth at all; and the old “A” stock of 
£30,000 paid-up before 1856? The Wimbledon stock amounts 
to £352,000!” It is interesting to contrast these two figures, and 
more especially as the authorized dividend at the present price 
of gas on the £30,000 amounts to £6 7s. 6d. p.ct.; while on the 
£352,000, it is £4 5s. p.ct. There is artfulness in inclusion and 
omission. If the Council desire to incorporate the Wimbledon 
stock in the table, the figures are: Standard price, 3s. 2d.; stan- 
dard rate of dividend, 5 p.ct.; reduction of dividend for each 
1d, increase, 2s. 6d.; authorized dividend at present price, £4 5s. 





Coal-Wagon Hire. 


The members of the Manchester Institution are very alive to 
movements; and from them emanate many suggestions to the 
central organizationsin London. Among other matters to which, 
through Mr. H. Kendrick, they called attention at the National 
Council meeting on Friday was the question of the hiring of 
private railway wagons. The railway companies are now making 
liberal use of privately owned wagons on their return journeys ; 
and naturally in the case of gas undertakings this causes some 
delay, which is against the interests of those wagon-owning con- 
cerns suffering shortness of coal stocks. Anyway, the power to 
utilize is in the hands of the railway authorities; so the position 
has to be accepted. But the Manchester Institution think—and 
the National Gas Council Executive Committee are going to take 
up the matter—that the gas undertakings should be paid the 
same for commandeered wagons as the railway companies them- 
selves charge for wagon hire. This is only equitable. On the 
other hand, a recently issued order states that it has come to the 
notice of the Minister of Munitions that in many cases unreason- 
able rates of hire are being demanded for privately owned railway 
wagons. The Minister therefore has decided that no permits 
to hire will be granted at rates exceeding the following: 12-ton 
wagon, 8s. 3d. per week; 10-ton wagon, 7s. 3d. per week; 8-ton 
wagon, 6s, 6d. per week. These rates include the keeping of the 
wagon in repair by the lessor. The maximum rates will be 
allowed only for wagons of the best type for any specific class 
of traffic; and hiring agreements are to be limited to the duration 
of the war and six months afterwards. 





Coal Export after the War. 


The Board of Trade Committee on the position of the coal 
trade after the war have issued their report. The Committee 
appear to have had a good preponderance of the coal interests 
represented on it; and the report indicates that the main chance 
weighed well with the members. The whole question of what 
will happen in connection with coal after the war is shrouded 
in much uncertainty; and the best that can now be done is to 
consider matters hypothetically. This the Committee do. In 
greater part the report deals with the export trade, which the 
coalowners are very anxious to have restored to them as expe- 
ditiously as possible, and to be allowed to develop at their own 
free will. All the old seductive argument as to the economic 
considerations that should be taken into account is revived. In 
the nationalinterests, it is said, coal exports should be developed, 
in order to bring revenue to the country, to keep the army of 
miners employed, as well as the shipping engaged in the coal 
trade. Shipping is scarce now; and it would be useless to con- 
struct more than will be required. There is another side to the 
economic question of which the Committee fight shy. The mem- 
bers know perfectly well that our coal measures are not going to 
last for ever; and the economic interests of the country should 
be considered prospectively as well as currently. 


British Coal for Home Development. 

The admission is made in the report that seams of inferior 
quality are being worked to a greater extent than formerly, and 
this partly accounts for the increase of the refuse or waste in the 
coal, Again, the cost of working is increasing, owing to the 
greater depths at which operations are now carried on. The 
data included in the report, furthermore, show that no great 
increase in output can be looked for, except possibly in South 





Wales and South Yorkshire. These are signs that in the national 
interests we should not part with our coal reserves to other 
countries otherwise than to an extent that politic need sanctions. 
We are talking of industrial reconstruction after the war. It is 
expected that much more coal will be required at home, and that 
this will absorb all the time that the miners will graciously con- 
sent to devote to the work of the country. The Committee have 
among other markets got their eye on Germany. Germany will 
feel flattered. They liked our fat coal before the war. It yielded 
them well in the matter of the wherewithal to make high explo- 
sives with which to greet the Allied armies, who were not, at the 
opening of the campaign, so well provided as Germany in this 
respect. The Committee apparently would restore to them the 
opportunity of utilizing our coal in the same way. Other than to 
Allies and British-owned concerns wanting coal, by all means let 
fuel buyers abroad have metallurgical and other coke after we have 
done with the coal at home. The Committee propose facilities 
for putting down more coke-oven plant and chemical factories 
near the coal-pits; and they also recommend the Government to 
rehabilitate the conditions of the coal industry as rapidly as pos- 
sible, so that the export trade may be developed without any un- 
necessary loss of time. 








Rate of Return on Gas Securities. 


In the belief that before the gas industry can achieve its possi- 
bilities the consumers and the authorities who represent them, 
the investors, the company, and labour must agree upon those 
things which conduce to greatest usefulness, the American “ Gas 
Age” decided to make a move towards “ a standardized industry, 
free from uncertainties, stable, and efficient,” by taking two items 
susceptible of generalization, and asking some of the leading gas 
men of the States and experts for their opinions. The first 
of the questions sent out was, “ What rate of return should be 
considered fair on a justified issue of gas company securities.” 
The replies, of course, vary—7, 8, and even 10 p.ct. being men- 
tioned, with the middle figure most favoured. One leading gas 
man declared that in normal times 7 p.ct. would be a fair return 
to the stockholder; but under conditions existing to-day, 8 p.ct. 
would be a fair rate. A well-known manager, an executive officer 
and an expert, also placed the figure at 8 p.ct.; while one of the 
enterprising gas man expressed the opinion that, though 8 p.ct. 
annual dividend should be the lowest rate, even ro p.ct. was not 
too high. The view of the gentleman last referred to is that, 
when consideration is given to the hazard of the business, gas 
companies under present condition? of regulation are not per- 
mitted to earn enough money to pay a sufficient dividend to make 
their stock attractive as an investment. Commenting on these 
replies, our contemporary says: If 8 p.ct. is allowed upon a fair 
value of the property, and this is represented by two parts stock 
and one of bonds, if the latter returned 5 p.ct. interest the former 
would be justified in taking 9} p.ct. dividend. If the securities 
were one-half bonds and one-half stock, and represented the full 
value of the property, a 5 p.ct. bond and 11 p.ct. stock would 
average 8 p.ct. Suppose we ail agree that, under average condi- 
tions, public utility property is entitled to return 8 p.ct. of its fair 
value to the investor for the use of his money, this would be one 
big step in the line of progress. 


_ 
> 





Monazite in Mergui and Tavoy.—Some notes regarding mona- 
zite in Mergui and Tavoy, by Mr. A. M. Heron, appear in the 
Records of the Geological Survey of India, Vol. XLVIII., Part IIL., 
just published. Twenty-eight stations were taken for sampling, 
as far as possible representative of different conditions of accu- 
mulation. The average value was 1'2 lbs. per cubic yard. The 
heavy sand is uniformly fine, and in well-rounded grains. A 
quantitative analysis showed that there was 1°61 p.ct. of rare 
earth oxides present in the concentrate, and, assuming the thio- 
sulphate method of estimating thorium to be accurate (zirconia 
would, if present, interfere with this method), there would be 
about o'18 p.ct. of thoria in the heavy sand, or on the average 
0'00216 lb. of thoria (ThO,) per cubic yard of the ground that 
was sampled. Such a minute fraction is, it is remarked, of no 
practical utility. 


Society of Chemical Industry.—A lengthy programme has 
been prepared for the annual general meeting of the Society 
of Chemical Industry, which will be held on the 17th, 18th, 
and igth inst., at Bristol The papers to be read include 
“Notes on the Catalytic and Thermal Syntheses of Ammonia,” 
by Dr. E. B. Maxted, B.Sc.; ‘Some Notes on the Commercial 
Fractional Separation of Benzene, Toluene, Xylenes,” by Dr. 
T. H. Butler, M.Sc., and Mr. F. J. W. Popham; “ Sources of 
Loss during the Manufacture of Concentrated Ammonia 
Liquor,” by Mr. A. Marsden; and “Some Aspects of the Low- 
Temperature Carbonization of Coal,” by Mr. Edgar C. Evans, 
B.Sc. Professor Henry Louis has been nominated to the office 
of President ; and the nominations to fill four vacancies among 
the ordinary members of Council include Mr. W. J. A. Butterfield, 
Sir R. A. Hadfield, Bart., F.R.S., and Dr. F. Mollwo Perkin. 
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THOMAS BERRIDGE. 


Born June 1, 1861—Died at Malvern, June 20, 1918. 


AN APPRECIATION. 


For the last two years, the impaired health of Mr. Berridge, of 
Leamington, had been a source of anxiety to his more intimate 
friends ; but it was always hoped that he would eventually recover, 
and be restored to health, so that he might exercise his abilities 
for the furtherance of the several companies with whom he was 
associated, and the gas industry at large, of which he was a worthy 
and honoured member. 


His numerous friends would be grieved last week to learn that 

he passed away on Thursday morning, June 20, at Malvern, where 
he had recently gone in the hope of regaining strength. He was 
accompanied by his devoted wife, to whom, with the other mem- 
bers of the family, the deepest sympathy will be extended in their 
bereavement. 
_ As an almost life-long friend, the writer knows how sadly he 
will be missed, not only by those intimately associated with him, 
but by numerous friends by whom he was regarded with affection 
for his kind-hearted and amiable disposition. Anyone needing 
advice and sympathy was sure to receive them at his hands. He 
was never happier than when giving assistance to those who really 
required a helping hand. 

Mr. Berridge was educated at St. Andrew’s Middle School, 
Derby, under the late Mr. Sutherland, and afterwards attended 
technical classes. He was trained under the late Mr. Charles 
Taylor, who for many years was Engineer to the Derby Gas Light 
and Coke Company; and before leaving for Leamington, the 
deceased occupied an important position with the Derby Com- 
pany. In 1897, he was appointed Engineer and Secretary to the 
Leamington Priors Gas Company, and was subsequently elected 
to a seat on the Board as Managing Director. 

Mr. Berridge practised as a Consulting Engineer, and was inti- 
mately connected with the Warwick, Kenilworth, Cradley Heath, 
Nuneaton, Witney, and Brownhills Gas Companies. He took an 
active interest in the Institution of Gas Engineers; and his resig- 
nation (owing to ill-health) as Vice-President was announced with 
much regret at the recent annual meeting in London. He was a 
prominent member of the Midland Association, and occupied the 
presidential chairin 1905. He was alsoa member of the Executive 
Council of the British Commercial Gas Association and a member 
of the National Gas Council. 

Mr. Berridge showed his keen interest in local institutions, was 
a Justice of the Peace for Leamington and the County of War- 
wick, and also a member of the Leamington Town Council, and 
was invited several times to accept the mayoralty, but much to 
his regret he was unable to take the office of Chief Magistrate, 
owing to the state of his health. 

His generous appreciation of the efforts of others endeared him 
to a wide circle of professional and personal friends. Ever ready 
to perform acts of kindness and charity, he took an active inte- 
rest in Church work, and was for some years a Sunday School 
teacher and Churchwarden of St. James’s, Derby. 

Mr. Berridge was a Past Master of the Hartington Lodge of 
Freemasons, No. 1085, and one of the founders of the Murdoch 
Lodge, No. 3480. 

The writer was privileged to spend many happy week-ends with 
him and his charming wife, who always welcomed visitors with a 
grace and thoughtful consideration that made one feel at home. 
It seems an age since that peaceful Sunday in August just before 
the outbreak of war, spent with them at the beautiful quiet village 
of Whitnash, some four miles from Leamington. On that long 
glorious evening we talked of many things, our thoughts always 
turning towards the impending conflict, with all its attending 
misery and horrors which we felt were coming on our land. All 
night long heavy Great Western trains passed through the village 
of Whitnash, hurrying forward that immortal,First Army, which 
in their retreat from Mons covered the British Army with im- 
perishable glory and saved France. He has gone west. The de- 
mands imposed upon him by the momentous struggle in which 
we are fighting for our existence as a nation, there is little doubt 
hastened his end, as he could not bring his mind to take that rest 
and freedom from worries inseparable from those whose faith is 
to carry on with a singleness of purpose until victory crowns our 
efforts with a peace without shame and worthy of the nation. 


Derby, June 24, 1918. J. F. B. 


The Funeral. 

The funeral was on Monday of Jast week; the service being at 
the parish church. The attendance was very large, and included 
the Mayor and Corporation, headed by the mace bearer. Mr. W. 
E. Price (Hon. Secretary) represented the Institution of Gas En- 
gineers and the National Gas Council; Mr. F. W. Goodenough, 
the British Commercial Gas Association and the National Gas 
Council. Mr. J. Ferguson Bell and Mr. C. Dakin were among 
the mourners. There were represented the Directors and staffs 
of the Leamington Priors Gas Company, the Warwick Gas Com- 
pany, and the Kenilworth Gas and Water Companies. Mr. W. 
Chaney (the President) represented the Midland Association of 
Gas Engineers and Managers; and among the many other names 
appear those of Mr. R. W. Swinnerton (Chairman of the Nun- 
eaton Gas Company), Mr. W. H. Plummer (Southam), Mr. F. J. 





Ward (Knowle), Mr. J. S. Lucking (Witney), Mr. S. T. Smith 
(Malvern), Mr. W. E. Caton (Oxford), Mr. J. R. Duff (Banbury). 
There were many beautiful wreaths. The burial took place at 
Leamington Cemetery. 

At the monthly meeting last Thursday of the Directors of the 
Leamington Priors Gas Company, it was moved by the Chairman 
(Alderman Dr. Thursfield, J.P.), and agreed unanimously: “ That 
the Board of Directors receive with the deepest sorrow and regret 
the report of the death of their Managing-Director (Mr. Thomas 
Berridge), and desire to place on record their appreciation of the 
eminent services which he rendered the Company for over twenty 
years. Mr. Berridge’s courtesy and marked business capacity 
could never be forgotten by those who had the good fortune to 
come in contact with him.” 


_ 


THE LATE CHARLES HARRISON. 





AN APPRECIATION. 


THERE passed away on Sunday morning, June 23, at his residence, 
Ellerslie, Whalley Road, Accrington, a gentleman who knew nearly 
sixty years of active service in the profession he loved, and over 
forty years of faithful service under one authority. This is surely 
a record to which even a much abler pen than the present writer 
could not do full justice. 


A member of an old esteemed Accrington family, Mr. Harrison 
entered the service of the Accrington Gas and Water Company 
asaboy. After about nine years with the Company he secured 
an appointment under the Luton Water-Works Company; and 
from there he migrated to Ryde, returning about 1884 to his native 
town. From that time, for thirty-four unbroken years, he loyally 
served his employers, and gained the esteem and respect of all 
with whom he came in contact. 

He took very little interest in public matters outside his own 
profession, though the writer believes he once filled the President’s 
chair of the Accrington Gentlemen’s Club. A devoted husband 
and a father in the truest sense of the word, the loss of his life 
partner about three years ago was a severe blow, and this separa- 
tion was really the beginning of the end. Yet so strong was his 
personality, so attached was he to his business, so high was his 
sense of duty, and so anxious was he to help his Board and his 
country during this time of national strife, that he continued in 
harness, under great personal privation, up to but a few weeks 
ago, when a complete breakdown removed him from the work he 
loved. To mark their appreciation of his sterling qualities, his 
Board granted him three months’ leave of absence, of which only 
a few days he lived, not to enjoy, but to suffer. 

These few lines are being indited from the chair in which he 
often sat when, as was his frequent custom, he visited the writer 
to chat over old times. His kindly spirit, and sound fatherly 
advice and counsel—such as can only come from a life experience 
as his—will long remain a cherished memory by one who feels he 
has indeed lost a guide, a counsellor, and friend. No better appre- 
ciation of Mr. Harrison’s services to his town and profession could 
be shown than by the many members of his Board, townspeople, 
professional friends, colleagues, and employers, who attended on 
Wednesday last to see him laid to rest. 

His fine manly bearing, his gentlemanly demeanour, his irre- 
proachable character, his kindly feelings for all he came in contact 
with, will long be remembered by those whose privilege it was to 
be associated with him. Of him, it can truthfully be said he lived 
and died a gentleman. A. J. H 

Padiham, June 29, 1918. cal 

The Funeral. 

Representatives of gas and water authorities and gas engineers 
in other towns, members and officials of the Accrington District 
Gas and Water Board, and a large number of the staff were 
present at the funeral at Accrington Cemetery last Wednesday. 
Representing other authorities were Mr. J. P. Leather (Burnley), 
the President of the Manchester District Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers, Mr. J. W. Broadhead (Elland), Mr. D. Currie (Nelson), 
Mr. J. M‘Lusky (Blackburn), Mr. Alex. H. Smith (Darwen), Mr. 
S. R. Ogden (Lytham), Mr. A. J. Harrison (Padiham), Mr. W. 
Bath (Manchester), Mr. T. Duxbury (Darwen), Mr. T. W. Jordan 
(Manchester), Mr. Amos Mitchell (Todmorden), Mr. J. Broughton 
(Haslingden), and others. The Accrington and District Gas and 
Water Board were represented by the Mayor (Alderman Dew- 
hurst), Mr. A. H. Aitken (the Clerk), and representatives of the 
outside districts. 

At a special meeting of the Board on Thursday, the Mayor 
moved a resolution of sympathy with the family of the late Mr. 
Harrison. Little did he think when he reported Mr. Harrison’s 
illness to the Board that the end was so near. The war and the 
worries and responsibilities of the Board’s undertakings, and his 
advancing years, had no doubt greatly affected his health. 








Imports of Sulphate of Ammonia into Japan.—In a report 
from H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama, published in the 
* Board of Trade Journal,” it is remarked that imports of sulphate 
of ammonia into Japan have considerably decreased since the 
commencement of the war; the quantities and values for 1917 
and 1916 being 14,980 tons and 7107 tons respectively, as com- 
pared with 110,635 tons in 1913. 
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OBITUARY. 


JAMES. BRADDOCK. 
Unnappity, at Friday’s special meeting of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers, Mr. Samuel Glover had to refer to the loss which 


had lately been sustained by the passing away of three well-known 
and much respected members. The deaths of two of these 
gentlemen were recorded in last week’s “ JouRNAL ;” now we regret 
to have to add the name of Mr. James Braddock, who for the 
long period of 35 years was the Manager and Secretary of the 
Radcliffe and Pilkington Gas Company. This position he resigned 
in November, 1916, since which time he had served the Company 
in a consultative capacity. Death occurred on the 22nd ult. in 
a Manchester nursing home. Shortly before Easter, he went to 
Southport, where he became very ill, and had to be removed to 
the home, where he remained until his death. Always unselfish, 
and with a firm, steady devotion to principle and duty, it is recog- 
nized that the undertaking in its existing form is largely due to his 
exceptional managerial and other qualifications. His desire for 
absolute accuracy was a conspicuous trait in his character. There 
will be general regret that he has not been spared longer to enjoy 
the rest from business cares and worries which he so greatly 
deserved. As Manager and Secretary of the Radcliffe and Pilk- 
ington Gas Company, he was succeeded by his son, Mr. Robert B. 
Braddock, who had for many years acted as his assistant. 

Mr. Braddock, who was in his 72nd year, was a native of 
Oldham, where his long connection with the gas industry began, 
being one of the founders of the Oldham Gas Students’ Associa- 
tion, which is still in existence. He left there to become Manager 
and Secretary of the Droylsden Gas Company, and when the 
works were taken over by the Manchester Corporation was trans- 
ferred to the city area, having charge of sub-stations. His next 
appointment was to Radcliffe, in 1881, when the Company’s sale 
of gas was 64 millions, as compared with the present 215 millions. 
On completion of thirty years’ service, in the autumn of 1911, he 
was presented by the Directors of the Company with a silver tea 
and coffee service, “as a token of esteem, and in recognition of 
faithful services to the Company as Manager and Secretary.” 
He also received many presents from the employees. One of the 
founders, in 1870, of the Manchester District Institution of Gas 
Engineers (becoming President in 1894), he was honoured by the 
Institution in 1914 by being elected Hon. Treasurer, in succession 
to the late Mr. Thomas Newbigging, D.Sc.; and, in returning 
thanks, he referred to the kindly feeling which had always existed 
between himself and members of the Institution, whose progress he 
had watched with sustained interest for a period of 44 years. 

At the time of his death, he was said to be the only survivor of 
the original members. He was, of course, also an old member of 
the Institution of Gas Engineers. In Freemasonry he belonged 
to the Northern Star Lodge. 

The respect in which the deceased gentleman was held was evi- 
denced by the large attendance at the funeral and the number of 
floral tributes. Preceding the hearse were about forty employees 
of the Radcliffe and Pilkington Gas Company; and several of the 
Directors were also present. The Northern Star Lodge was re- 
presented by Mr. J. W. Morrison, W.M. (Sheffield), Mr. J. M‘Ewen, 
Secretary (Manchester), Mr. Tim. Duxbury (Oldham), and Mr. 
F. H. Lamb (Sale); the Manchester District Institution, by Mr. 
W. Whatmough (Heywood), Mr. G. Tooley (Manchester), Mr. 
W. Buckley (Manchester), and Mr. F. Thorp (Whitfield) ; and the 
Farnworth Gas-Works, by Mr. H. Pickford (Manager) and Mr. 
W. Bromley (Secretary). 





The death has occurred suddenly of Mr. ALFRED ALLHUSEN, 
who for many years was a prominent figure in Tyneside commer- 
cial life—being the Resident Director of the United Alkali Com- 
pany, in charge of the works at Gateshead and elsewhere on 
the Tyne. He wasalso a Director of the Newcastle-on-Tyne and 
Gateshead Gas Company. Deceased was 74 years of age. 

EN ROE AR 








Consumption of Coke when “ Steaming.”—Replying to a ques- 
tion in the American “ Gas Institute News,” on the subject of the 
effect on the production of coke from a retort-house when steam 
is used in the retorts, Mr. L. J. Willien, of Boston, states that 
theoretically it takes 1} lbs. of coke containing 80 p.ct. of carbon 
to produce 1000 c.ft. of blue gas when using steam in vertical 
retorts. In actual practice, however, the determination of the 
amount of carbon consumed is rather difficult. In tests at Spring- 
field, an attempt was made to arrive at this by analyses of the 
coke with and without steaming. The results seemed to indicate 
that the coke produced when steam is introduced is about 1 p.ct. 
less than that produced when no steam is used. 


Increase in Price by the Gas Light and Coke Company.—The 
Directors of the Gas Light and Coke Company, at their meeting 
last Thursday, decided to increase the price of gas in the Com- 
pany’s district north of the Thames to 4s. 4d. per 1000 c.ft. as 
from the June readings of the meters. They were, the Secretary 
(Mr. W. L. Galbraith) points out, compelled to take this step 
owing to the enormously increased cost of wages and of mate- 
rials of all kinds, and also to the announcement by the Coal Con- 
troller that the price of coal has been advanced by a further 
2s. 6d. per ton. The increase in price will, of course, have the 
effect of reducing the dividend payable on the ordinary stock of 
the Company from £2 18s. 8d. p.ct. per annum to £2 2s. 8d. p.ct. 








PERSONAL. 





The salary of Mr. D. Currie, the Engineer and Manager of 
the Nelson Corporation gas undertaking, has been increased by 
£50 per annum. 


Mr. F. Gore Browne, K.C., has been appointed by the Prime 
Minister Chairman of the Conciliation and Arbitration Board for 
Government employees. 


Mr. Harry MarsDEn, who is both Gas and Electricity Mana- 
ger to the Urban District Council of Honley, near Huddersfield, 
has just been appointed Executive officer to a Special Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed to carry out the duties imposed by the Household 
Fuel and Lighting Order, 1918. 

At a meeting of the Chorley Town Council last Thursday, Mr. 
Mark NEwsomME, the Engineer and Manager of the Tyldesley 
Gas-Works, was appointed Engineer and Manager of the Chorley 
Gas-Works, in succession to Mr. J. W. Allin, who has been 
appointed to a similar post at West Bromwich. 


Two additional members have been appointed by the Gas 
Traction Committee to be members of the Expert Sub-Committee 
who are investigating the use of gas under compression for trac- 
tion purposes. These new members are Mr. J. G. Crark, of 
the Gas Light and Coke Company, and Mr. G. J. SHAvE, of the 
London General Omnibus Company. 

We are gratified to learn that the Lord Chancellor has ap- 
pointed Mr. ForresTER Cayton, the Chairman of the Brent- 
ford District Council, to the Commission of the Peace for the 
County of Middlesex. Mr. Clayton—who is known to many 
readers as principal of the firm of Thomas Clayton, Ltd.—will 
be sworn in at the Quarter Sessions next Saturday. 


In the news columns will be found an account of a meeting at 
the Hotel Metropole, Leeds, which was arranged for the purpose 
of bidding an official “ Good-Bye” to Mr. and Mrs. W. B. LEEcn, 
previous to their removal to Beckton. The good wishes to which 
expression was given on the occasion were accompanied by hand- 
some gifts. Mr. Leech’s services to Leeds were warmly acknow- 
ledged by the Chairman, Deputy-Chairman, and members of the 
Gas Committee. 

Mr. J. W. Thompson, Engineer and Gas Manager to the Bar- 
noldswick District Council, has received news that his son, Second- 
Lieut. NorMAN BRUNKER THompson, of the Durham Light 
Infantry, is missing after being in action. He joined the ranks in 
June, 1916, and served with the Northumberland Fusiliers; being 
wounded in the Somme battle. He was gazetted last December. 
Before joining the Army, Lieut. Thompson was apprenticed to 
the engineering trade with West’s Gas Improvement Company, 
of Miles Platting, Manchester. 


After having occupied for three years the position of Engineer 
and Manager to the Southend Gas Company, Mr. C. S. SHAPLEY 
was last week appointed to succeed Mr. W. B. Leech as Engineer 
and General Manager of the Leeds Corporation Gas Department. 
Mr. Shapley received his education at the Taplow Grammar 
School, and was articled to the Engineer of the Torquay Gas 
Company, of which Company he was appointed Assistant Engi- 
neer in 1902. Two years later he obtained a similar position 
with the Nuneaton Gas Company ; and subsequently he acted as 
Consulting Engineer to a firm owning a number of gas-works. 
Then in 1909 he became Works Manager at the Neepsend station 
of the Sheffield Gas Company, and later was appointed Assistant 
to the then Chief Engineer (Mr. J. W. Morrison). Mr. Shapley 
remained at Sheffield until his removal in 1915 to Southend; and 
while in Yorkshire the Neepsend Gas-Works were completely 
reorganized under his personal supervision. 


Mr. J. H. ELtis, who has been appointed Chairman and Man- 
aging Director of the Plymouth and Stonehouse Gas Light and 
Coke Company, in succession to the late Sir Joseph Bellamy, has 
been Town Clerk of Plymouth for the last quarter-of-a-century. 
In this office he has been responsible for numerous measures 
which have contributed to the development of the town and its 
municipal institutions. On the amalgamation of Plymouth and 
Devonport in 1916, he announced his intention to resign the posi- 
tion of Town Clerk; and a few months ago—after the new muni- 
cipal machinery had got into working order—he retired. Mr. 
Ellis is well known in the Parliamentary Committee Rooms, and 
in other circles, as an exceedingly keen and able man, with an 
infinite capacity for taking pains, and a neat and accurate power 
of expression which makes him an ideal witness. His survey of 
the position of the gas industry at the annual meeting of the Ply- 
mouth Gas Company last Thursday |as reported elsewhere| was 
followed by the shareholders with great interest, and greeted with 
an outburst of applause such as is seldom heard at the meetings 
of the Company. 


At Thursday’s meeting of the Chorley Town Council, the Mayor 
(Alderman L. Wilson), after announcing the appointment of Mr. 
Mark Newsome in succession to Mr. J. W. ALLIN, eulogized the 
services of the latter to Chorley, during the past seventeen years. 
In him they had an official who had been most diligent in his 
duties ; while his relations with members of the Corporation had 
been cordial allalong. No one could have met him in Committee 
without recognizing that he was a very competent engineer. They 
regretted his departure; but, at the same time, they were pleased 
he had been successful in securing an appointment that would be 
an advance for him. He was worthy of a high position in the 
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gas industry; and they hoped he would have health and strength 
to climb the ladder of his profession. Another member of the 
Town Council, Mr. Ainscough (the Deputy-Chairman of the Gas 
Committee), voiced like sentiments; and Alderman Stone alluded 
to the excellent management of the gas-works. Responding 
briefly, Mr. Allin said he had always endeavoured to give good 
honest service. When he introduced schemes to the Gas Com- 
mittee, he had always been heartily supported; and he thanked 
them for their confidence. On Friday, Mr. Allin was presented 
by the employees at the works with a roll-top desk and an arm 
chair, as a mark of the esteem in which the men held him. 


The recommendation of the Gas Committee that Mr. P. N. 
LaNnGForD should continue in office as Acting Engineer and 
Manager for a period of twelve months as from June 1, was con- 
firmed by the Coventry City Council at their meeting last Tuesday. 
Mr. Caldicott (Chairman of the Committee), replying to a re- 
mark that appointing Mr. Langford for twelve months was tanta- 
mount to giving him the position permanently, said this was exactly 
what the Committee intended to do. They had examined his 
qualifications and credentials very closely, and, being already 
familiar with his record of service of sixteen years with the depart- 
ment, were unanimously convinced that in him they had a man of 
exceptional promise. He was young, zealous, and enthusiastic, 
and had a great capacity for work. With the workmen and staff 
he was most acceptable—a fact that had had great weight with the 
Committee in arriving at their decision. Personally, he had not 
the remotest doubt as to Mr. Langford’s fitness for the post. He 
had been in daily contact with him since Mr. Fletcher Stevenson’s 
death, and had become more and more impressed with his great 
knowledge of his profession, and (what had given him special satis- 
faction) his splendid commercial qualities and business acumen. 
It may be added that Mr. Langford was educated at Bath Grammar 
School, and served his articles under his father, the late Mr. W. 
Langford, then Engineer and General Manager of the Longton 
Gas-Works. In 1902 he was appointed Chemist to the Coventry 
Corporation Gas Department under Mr. Fletcher W. Stevenson, 
and in 1906 was made Works Manager of the undertaking. During 
the time Mr. Stevenson was engaged in the designing and erection 


of the new works at Foleshill, Mr. Langford was in close touch 
with the work. 


_ 
— 


MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS ORDER AS TO THE 
SCRUBBING AND WASHING OF GAS. 


In Force as from July 1. 








Last Friday the Ministry of Munitions of War issued a new 
Order, accompanied by some general regulations as to the manu- 
facture and production of gas, applicable to gas-works through- 
out the kingdom. It is as follows: 


The Minister of Munitions, in the exercise of the powers con- 
ferred upon him by Regulation 8c of the Defence of the Realm 


Regulations, and of all other powers enabling him, hereby orders 
as follows: 


1. This Order shall apply to all gas-works throughout the 
United Kingdom, excepting only gas-works which possess coal- 
gas plants only and have no plant installed for scrubbing or 
washing their gas either with oil or with tar. 

2. As on and from the 1st of July, 1918, the manufacture and 
production of gas in all gas-works to which this Order applies 
shall be carried out in accordance with the general regulations 
set out in the schedule hereto, save and except only if and so far 
as such general regulations may in the case of any particular 
gas-works be varied or superseded by any special directions or 
regulations given or made from time to time with regard to such 
gas-works by or under the authority of the Minister of Munitions. 

3. This Order may be cited as the “ Gas- Works (Ministry of 
of Munitions) Order, 1918,” and the regulations set out in the 


schedule hereto as the “Gas-Works (Ministry of Munitions) 
General Regulations, 1918.” 


Note.—All applications with reference to this Order or under 
or with reference to the general regulations set out in the schedule 
hereto should be addressed to the Ministry of Munitions, Depart- 
ment of Explosives Supply, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, S.W. 1, 
and marked “ E, G. S.” 

THE SCHEDULE, 
General Regulations, 

1, Gas-works which have coal-gas plants only shall work such 
plants so as to produce gas of a calorific power of as nearly as 
possible 500 b.Th.U. gross, but not in any event less than that 
—" value, before scrubbing as mentioned in Regulation 3 

elow. 

2. Gas-works which have both coal-gas and water-gas plants 
shall work such plants so as to produce a gas of the calorific value 
specified in Regulation 1 above. Gas of the required calorific 
value may be produced either by working the coal-gas plant alone 
so as to produce a gas which (before scrubbing in the case of works 
having scrubbing facilities) is of the required calorific value, or by 
working the coal-gas plant so as to produce gas of a higher calorific 
value, and subsequently mixing with the same such a quantity of 
uncarburetted water gas as, apart from any reduction in the calo- 





rific value of the coal gas produced by scrubbing, would produce 
a mixed gas of the required calorific value. ° 

3. All gas-works which have facilities for scrubbing their coal 
gas shall scrub the whole of the coal gas produced at such works 
to the fullest possible extent for the extraction of ammonia, 
toluol, and benzol. Scrubbing for toluol and benzol shall be 
effected with oil, at works where there is a benzol recovery plant, 
and, at other works, with tar. 

4. If at any time it is impossible for any gas-works to supply 
the full demands of its consumers for gas, while complying with 
the above regulations, notwithstanding that it is working its coal- 
gas plant to its full capacity, then: 


(a) If such gas-works has a water-gas plant, the balance of its 
consumers’ requirements shall be made by an admixture or 
further admixture of uncarburetted water gas, but so that 
the calorific value of the mixed gas, as actually delivered to 
its consumers, shall be maintained as high as possible, with 
a minimum, under all circumstances, of 450 B.Th.U. gross. 
Should this be impossible without carburetting the water 
gas, the water gas shall be carburetted with gas oil so as 
to bring the mixed gas up to the minimum calorific value 
specified above, and such gas-works shall take forthwith all 
possible steps for obtaining the gas oil required for the 
purpose. 

()) If such gas-works has no water-gas plant, it must notify the 
Minister of Munitions forthwith of itsinability to supply its 
consumers’ full demands, reporting in detail all the circum- 
stances which render it impossible for it todo so, and must 
comply with any instructions or directions which may be 
given by or under the authority of the Minister of Muni- 
tions after consultation with the Board of Trade as to the 
steps to be taken by it in the circumstances. 

5. Excepting only as provided in Regulation 4 (a) above, no gas- 
works shall in any circumstances use any gas oil for carburetting 
its water gas (whether before or after admixture with its coal gas) 
without the previous authority in writing of the Minister of Muni- 
tions or his duly authorized representative. 


ee 


HOUSEHOLD FUEL AND LIGHTING ORDER, 1918. 


Application to Scotland. 
A ComMITTEE from the Scottish Gas Council had a meeting with 
Mr. Pick, representing the Coal Controller, in the City Chambers, 


Glasgow, on Tuesday of last week. A separate Order will be 
issued for Scotland. 


Representations were made to Mr. Pick that in two respects— 
viz., climatic conditions and longer lighting hours—the conditions 
of fuel and lighting requirements in Scotland differ from the South. 
After hearing evidence, Mr. Pick agreed to gooo c.ft. instead of 
7500 c.ft. being fixed as the basis figure for the lighting allowance 
for houses up to, and including, three rooms. There would be no 
discrimination as between gas used for lighting and that consumed 
for fuel; the two uses to be represented by the quantities for 
lighting and fuel added together. As regards the fuel allowance— 
which includes coal, gas, and electricity—Mr. Pick intimated that 
it was proposed to divide Scotland into two areas—North and 
South, with the Forth as a probable dividing line. Scotland South 
would receive practically the same amount of fuel as the North of 
England, _—_ that the scale would start at 4 tons for houses 
up to, and including, three rooms; while for Scotland North the 
scale quantities would be increased by 10 cwt. in each case. 

Considerable evidence was laid before Mr. Pick as to the large 
consumption of gas by the example of two hundred consumers 
under average conditions in thirteen towns. The data showed 
that the consumption of gas, principally by the slot consumers, in 
houses up to six rooms, was 10,000 c.ft. to as high as 70,000 c.ft., 
particularly in the industrial areas, where the gas was supplied 
at a low price and facilities were given—free cookers, &c.—for 
the use of gas as a fuel, almost entirely to the exclusion of coal, 
particularly over the summer months. The effect of the Order 
would be to seriously reduce the output of gas in a number of 
towns. 

Mr. Pick stated that, while the equivalent in gas of a ton of 
coal had been fixed at 15,000 c.ft., in certain cases, and when 
there was evidence of a plentiful supply of gas, this figure would 
be increased to 18,000 c.ft. He further observed that it was not 
intended to reduce the carbonization of coal in gas-works if at all 
possible, and that altogether the proposed scale of gas allowance 
for fuel would be subject to review after three months’ trial of 
the Order—that the proposals in this respect would be flexible in 
the cases of many towns, and it was not to be concluded that 
there was any intention to reduce the consumption of gas if it can 
be supplied, and used, instead of raw coal. 











Utilization of Water Power.—The Board of Trade have ap- 
pointed, with the concurrence of the Ministry of Reconstruction, 
a Committee to examine and report upon the water power re- 
sources of the United Kingdom and the extent to which they can 
be made available for industrial purposes. Sir John F. C. Snell 
is Chairman; and the members include Sir Dugald Clerk, D.Sc., 
F.R.S., Dr. J. F. Crowley, and Dr. H. R. Mill, D.Sc., LL.D. Mr, 
R. T. G. French is the Secretary; and communications should 
be addressed to him at No. 10, Princes Street, S.W. 
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NATIONAL GAS COUNCIL. 


Coal Prices and Gas Dividends. 


FoLLowinc upon the special meeting last Friday of the Institu- 
tion of Gas Engineers, in the Central Hall, Westminster, S.W., 
there was a meeting of the National Gas Council to consider two 
matters of pressing importance. The gathering, which was not a 
very large one, was, in the absence on other business engagements 
of Mr. H. E. Jones (Chairman of the Council), presided over by 
Mr. D. Milne Watson (Chairman of the Executive Committee). 
Both subjects on the agenda were discussed at some length. 


THE FuRTHER 2s. 6D. PER TON ON COAL. 


The first matter to be considered was what steps (if any) should 
be taken in connection with the recent increase in the price of coal. 
While admitting, Mr. Milne Watson said, that it would be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to get an Order of this kind rescinded, 
they could, and should, at any rate emphatically protest against 
it. Judging by the state of affairs from the standpoint of divi- 
dends paid now and in pre-war times by the coal companies gene- 
rally, there seemed to be no justification whatever for this latest 
increase in price. In fact, it really made one’s mouth water to 
think of some of the dividends that were being paid under present 
conditions. It did seem that there could be no great financial 
hardship bearing upon the collieries. A point to be noted was 
that the new Order had been placed under the Defence of the 
Realm Act. He formally moved that the Council protest to the 
Coal Controller against the imposition of this additional 2s. 6d. 
per ton. 

The proposition was seconded by Mr. C. F. Botley (Hastings) 
and supported by Mr. H. C. Head (Winchester). It was pointed 
out that this increase in price followed on a demand by the 
Miners’ Federation which had not yet been settled; so that they 
were face to face with two things—a positive increase of 2s. 6d., 
and a possible further increase of from 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. per ton. 
This was a very serious state of things; and to its seriousness the 
attention of the Coal Controller should be drawn. It would beas 
well, he went on to suggest, if they could agree among themselves 
as to the effect of the increase on the price per 1000 c.ft. of gas 
sold ; and the apparently flourishing condition of the coal industry 
might also be pointed out. Having regard to the decision of the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, the increase was 
really disastrous for the gas industry. 


EFFECT ON CONTRACTS IN ARREAR. 


In the course of his opening remarks, the Chairman stated that 
a letter had been received from Mr. J. M‘Nicholl, the Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Lancashire Commercial Section of the Manchester 
District Institution of Gas Engineers, saying that at a meeting of 
the section the advance in the price of coal had been considered ; 
and, in view of the fact that it would press most heavily on those 
whose contracts or allocations were heavily in arrear, and as this 
was the case with the majority of the gas undertakings, it was 
resolved that the National Gas Council be requested to again 
make representations to the Coal Controller against the imposi- 
tion of the 2s. 6d. advance on arrears. Mr. H. Kendrick (Stret- 
ford), referring to this resolution, said he had been requested to 
impress upon the Executive Committee the injustice of having to 
pay this 2s. 6d. per ton on arrears of contracts which were not 
the fault of the gas undertakings, but were due to a great extent 
to the action of the Coal Controller himself and of the various 
Coal Committees in the different areas into which the country 
was now divided. This matter of p'acing an increase in price on 
arrears was raised nine months ago, without result; but the engi- 
neers in the Manchester district thought they ought once more to 
record a protest against paying 2s. 6d. more on arrears for which 
they themselves were not responsible. 

While addressing the meeting, Mr. Kendrick gave a few figures 
to show the position of gas-works in his locality in regard to coal 
stocks. He said that though they in Lancashire were within a 
few miles of the coalfields from which they were compelled to draw 
their supplies, many of the gas-works there were as short of coal 
stocks as others a considerable distance away. Rochdale was 
working on a stock of about ten days, and had been down to two 
days. In his own case, he was 3000 tons down on last year. 
Unless deliveries were very much improved at once, there would 
be no chance of gas-works obtaining adequate stocks to prevent a 
complete breakdown. If summer deliveries were withheld, gas 
undertakings would not be able to handle the coal in the winter. 
The Manchester Institution were very anxious that the Coal Con- 
troller should be approached on these two points, with a view to 
obtaining some relief. 

It was intimated by the Chairman that they had already com- 
municated with the Coal Controller on the subject of stocks; but 
if the resolution were passed, attention might again be drawn to 
the matter. 

Speaking on behalf of the Irish Association of Gas Managers, 
Mr. G. Airth (Dundalk) supported the motion. It had just come 
to his knowledge that three towns in Ireland would have been 
absolutely without gas, if they had not all joined in and sent coal 
from one works to another. They were kept going merely by 
borrowing odd trucks of coal. This showed that in Ireland they 


were being as badly treated in the matter of stocks as were the 
Lancashire people. 





Tue Point oF CokE CONTRACT PRICES. 


Replying to a question by Mr. C. V. Bennett (Rochester), as to 
whether, if they had to pay this 2s. 6d. per ton, it would be pos- 
sible to persuade the Coal Controller to make a similar Order with 
regard to coke contracts, the Chairman said the suggestion had 
already been made to them by the Coal Controller that coke con- 
tracts should always be subject to increases in the price of coal. 
This had been donein a great many cases; so that the companies 
concerned had it in their power to immediately put their contract 
coke prices up. There was a Coke Committee sitting to advise 
the Coal Controller, and the London Coke Committee would be 
shortly having a meeting to consider the question of prices; so 
that the matter would not be lost sight of. 

Referring to the statement in the Coal Controller’s Order, that 
subsidiary contracts were to be increased to a corresponding ex- 
tent, Mr. R. G. Shadbolt (Grantham) asked whether this could be 
taken to apply to coke contracts, which were subsidiary to coal 
contracts. The Chairman, however, said he did not think this 
was the sense in which the word “ subsidiary ” was used. 

The resolution was then carried unanimously. 


Tue REPORT OF THE STATUTORY PRICES COMMITTEE. 


The meeting then proceeded to consider the report of the Select 
Committee on Gas Undertakings (Statutory Prices), as to which 
the Chairman said the gas industry was naturally just now very 
sore, and was indulging in a good deal of “ miscellaneous brick-bat 
throwing,” while, as was always the case if things did not go ex- 
actly as was wished, people were looking out for someone or some- 
thing to blame. The findings in the first part of the report proved 
that the representations of the promoters had fully convinced the 
Committee as to the justice of the promoters’ case, and nothing 
could have been more satisfactory than that part of the report. 
Having been connected with the matter right through the piece, 
he could assure those present that no one was more disappointed 
with the recommendations in the last part of the report than the 
promoters of the various Bills. They felt that much work and 
time had been spent, and little of practical value gained in return. 
It would seem as if the fact that they had in the past been more or 
less a protected public industry was a reason why they should be 
beaten down in every direction at the present time. Such under- 
takings as coal and railways, which had always been more or less 
speculative, were, on the other hand, now apparently to be pro- 
tected, and their dividends looked after. The report was, of 
course, a very serious blow to the industry; and everything pos- 
sible should be done by responsible heads of gas undertakings to 
minimize it as far as possible. He felt strongly that they would 
be making a great mistake if they did not enter a very vigorous 
protest against it. Suggestions had been made that communica- 
tions should be sent to members of Parliament, and that meet- 
ings of shareholders should be called, so that they might be made 
aware of the danger threatening their investments. When the 
proper time camé, on the second reading of the Public Bill, they 
would no doubt have to make some definite proposition to those 
who would be pleading the industry’s cause. The matter was one 
that should be fully discussed ; and he could confidently say, on 
behalf of the promoters of the Bills, that they would be very glad 
indeed to hear any suggestions. 

The President of the Midland Association of Gas Managers 
(Mr. W. Chaney, of Birmingham) expressed the view that the 
matter was one which concerned the wholeindustry. Heargued 
that, if it was possible for the coal owners to obtain 2s. 6d. per 
ton on the ground of “financial hardships,” in face of the divi- 
dends they were now distributing, it must be evident that the gas 
industry had a very good case. It appeared to him that the gas 
industry as a whole was not strong enough to combat the situa- 
tion; and he suggested that they should try and get the chairmen 
and directors of the big concerns on their side. The Institution 
of Gas Engineers, the British Commercial Gas Association, and 
the National Gas Council were no doubt very strong in their 
views. But he felt they wanted to get representatives outside 
—more particularly those who had big financial holdings in the 
large concerns of the country. 

Mr. C. V. Bennett said he had been asked by several people to 
say that the draft letter which was to be sent to members of Par- 
liament was an excellent one; and it was wondered whether 
it would be possible for the Executive to prepare a draft which 
might be forwarded by individual companies to their shareholders. 
As to this, Mr. D. H. Helps (Reading) remarked that there were 
far more consumers than shareholders. Mr. Head thought the 
best way of approaching their shareholders would be by send- 
ing them a marked copy of some paper containing an article 
dealing adequately with the matter. The Chairman agreed that 
putting the shareholders in possession of the facts should do a 
certain amount of good. Unless members of the National Gas 
Council objected, a draft letter might be sent to the companies 
suggesting what kind of communication should be forwarded to 
the shareholders. 

The next speaker was Mr. S. Tagg (Preston), who raised, as a 
matter for consideration, and not as a definite proposal, the point 
whether it might not prove to the ultimate benefit of the industry 
to refuse the moderate relief offered by the Select Committee, 
and leave the matter open to repeated application by individual 
companies should the position become more acute. The Council 
would be well advised to give every consideration to the small 
undertakings, not only by submitting a draft letter for distribu- 
tion among their shareholders, but by furnishing matter which 
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they could place before members of Parliament. That Mr. Tagg’s 
suggestion deserved very serious consideration was argued by 
Mr. E. Upton (Liverpool), who said that, if it was shown to mem- 
bers of Parliament to how very few companies the Committees 
proposals would give relief, it would be a very good thing. Surely, 
after four years of war they had some idea of what the cost might 
be. The Chairman, however, remarked that no one could tell 
what the future might hold; and, any way, the Council could not 
bind the industry to refuse the report. 

Further discussion took place on the question of putting the 
case before members of Parliament. The Chairman moved 
that the National Gas Council approve the steps that are being 
taken by the Executive Committee in this matter; and Mr. Head 
seconded this. Mr. Airth again drew attention to the serious 
position of Irish gas-works. Out of twenty-six works he had 
communicated with, he found eleven were losing money heavily ; 
and three others had shut-down. 


COMMANDEERING OF Gas-WorKs WAGONS. 


After the hardships question had been disposed of, the Chair- 
man said he had been asked by Mr. Kendrick (who had had to 
leave the meeting) to bring to the notice of the members the 
subject of the commandeering of gas-works wagons by railway 
companies. From some notes which Mr. Kendrick had left, it 
appeared that this was reported to the Manchester Institution to 
be going on to a great extent, and that railway companies used 
these wagons on the return journey to collieries. This involved 
great delay, and interfered with traffic to gas-works; and the Coal 
Controller’s attention should be called to the matter, and relief 
asked for. The railways took no notice of the delays involved, 
protests having been of no avail. The railway companies only 
allowed the gas-works for the time taken up by the use of the 
wagons due to sending them to intermediate stations, and would 
not admit that other incidental delays ought to be reckoned in the 
payments due tothe owners. The railway companies charged for 
their own wagons when used by gas companies 43d., 6d., and od. 
per ton according to distance, amounting to an average of 2s. 6d. 
per day per wagon, but would only allow gas companies 1s. per 
day when using their wagons. The gas companies claimed that 
the railway companies should pay the same amount for com- 
mandeered wagons as they themselves charged for their own 
wagons. The Chairman added that what Mr. Kendrick advanced 
seemed very reasonable; and he would suggest that they should 
take up the matter. 

This brought the business to a close. 





INSTITUTION OF GAS ENGINEERS. 


Special General Meeting. 


THERE was a Special General Meeting of the Institution last 
Friday afternoon, in the Central Hall, Westminster, for the pur- 
pose of formally submitting for confirmation alterations to the 
Articles of Association which were passed at the annual meeting 
last month. Mr. SamuveL Grover, of St. Helens (the President), 
occupied the chair. 


THE RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

The Secretary (Mr. Walter T. Dunn) having read the notice 

convening the meeting, 

The PRESIDENT at once proceeded to formally move— 

“That the last sentence of Article 12 (a) be altered to read: 
‘and every member shall pay an annual subscription of two 
guineas.’” 

“That the last sentence of Article 12 (b) be altered to read: 
‘and every associate member and associate shall pay an 
annual subscription of one guinea and a half.’” 


He left it to the members with confidence that it would be passed 
as heartily and as readily as was the case at the previous meeting. 

Mr. Tuomas GouLpEN (London) seconded the proposition, 
and it was at once agreed to—none voting against. 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM SOCIETIES ABROAD, 


The PresipenT said the next item of business was to read 
communications from the French and Italian Societies, with 
whom they were closely associated. He was sure the members 
would like them to be published in the Technical Press. Though 
no letter had yet been received from America, they had heard of 
the acceptance of the offer of the Institution to elect as an hon- 
orary member the President of the American Gas Association. 

The Secretary then read the following communications. 
From the President of the Société Technique de 1’Industrie du Gaz en 

France, to the President of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 

I have the honour of informing you that, at our general meeting, 
which took place yesterday morning, you were, on the proposal of the 
Committee, elected by acclamation an honorary member of the Société 
Technique de 1’ Industrie du Gaz en France. 

You will be glad to see in this a further assurance of our sympathy 
with the British gas engineers, and the expression of our sincere 
desire to strengthen the relations which have already united our two 
Associations for so long. 

From the President of the Italian Gas and Water Association, 

to the President of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 


1 have the honour of informing you of your election as honorary 












member of the Associazione Italiana delle Industrie Gas e Acqua, which 
took place at the annual meeting of the Institution on May 27 in 
Rome. 

The proposal was received with hearty goodwill, and with expres- 
sions of the cordial wishes for the success of the united efforts of our 
countries and Allies in the causes for which they are fighting— 
humanity and the freedom of the world. 

At the same time, I take the opportunity of thanking you and the 
Institution of Gas Engineers for the honour conceded to me by my 
election as honorary member of your Institution. I shall be happy to 
be able to bind closer the ties of old and sincere friendship which 
already unite your great nation to our Italy. 


RECENT LossEs BY DEATH. 


The PresipenT said that, having pleasantly concluded the 
business for which they had been called together, he had a sor- 
rowful duty to perform. This was to make reference to losses 
which the Institution had recently sustained, by the deaths of 
Mr. Thomas Berridge (their late Junior Vice-President), Mr. 
Charles Harrison, of Accrington (a very old member of the Insti- 
tution and of the Industry), and Mr. James Braddock, of Rad- 
cliffe. Messages of sympathy had been sent ; and it was thought 
the members would wish to show their sympathy and signify their 
agreement with what had been done. 

The members did this, by rising silently in their places. 

Mr. H. Kenpricx (Stretford) remarked that Mr. Harrison was 
a very old member of the Institution; but he rather thought that 
Mr. Braddock was an even older one, and, more than this, he was 
one of the founders of the Manchester District Institution. 

The PresipEnT replied that, apart from the question of who was 
the older member, they all knew that Mr. Braddock was a very old 
and helpful member. 


ANTICIPATING THE INCREASE. 


Mr. R. G. SHapBoLT (Grantham) inquired what was the amount 
voluntarily subscribed by members in anticipation of the increase 
of subscription. 

The PreEsIDENT said this was quite a proper question to put ; 
and he was sure that the members would be interested in knowing 
that the desire of the Council to increase the working fund of the 
Institution in the interests of those belonging to it, had been 
responded to so readily that a sum of £176 had been voluntarily 
subscribed by members for the year during which the Council 
could not formally require the increased subscription to be paid, 
He thought this most gratifying, and confirmed very directly the 
work of the Council in the interests of the members. 

Mr. G. ArrTH (Dundalk) : How many members are therein the 
Institution ? 

The PresipENnT: About 800 altogether. 

Mr. AirtH: I think it is a very poor response, considering the 
number you have. 

The PrEsIDENT remarked that he would like to make it clear 
that many members had already paid their subscription for the 
year. He was very glad indeed that their friend had such a high 
opinion of what ought to be done for the Institution, and would 
be pleased if during the current year a larger number, such as was 
evidently looked for, would respond to this opportunity, which 
was still open. 


CoMPANY AND CORPORATION SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Mr. C. E. Jones (London) said he noticed an item in the 
balance-sheet of less than £100 subscribed by companies and 
corporations. So far as he was aware, corporations were not 
permitted to contribute to research funds, and things of that kind, 
though they benefited from the labours of the various Committees, 
&c. He asked how many companies and corporations subscribed 
to this £100, which appeared to him to be a very insignificant 
sum, if it represented all the interest which shareholders and 
others took in the gas industry. To leave their officers and ser- 
vants to provide the whole of the funds did not, he thought, reflect 
any great credit upon the industry as a whole. 

The PresipENT said he was unable to reply to the point in 
detail; and he had every confidence in asking Mr. Jones to put 
the matter as a suggestion that the Council should look into, 
rather than as a question to be answered. If Mr. Jones would 
propose that the Council should look into the subscription list in 
the spirit in which his criticism had been offered, they would be 
very pleased to do so. 

Mr. Jones intimated that he would be pleased to leave the 
matter to the serious consideration of the Council. 

Mr. ALEx. Mackay (Stoke-on-Trent) said he thought the Coun- 
cil ought to consider the advisability of arranging a subscription 
for companies and corporations who sent delegates to the meet- 
ings. It was unfair to these gentlemen to ask them to participate 
in the benefits of the Institution, without having subscribed at any 
rate something towards its upkeep. 


ComPoSsITION OF GAS AND Coat CONSERVATION. 


Mr. C. F. Bottey (Hastings) pointed out that at the recent 
annual meeting of the Institution Mr. Kendrick, on behalf of cer- 
tain members, made an inquiry about two matters—the composi- 
tion of gas and coal conservation. The reply of the President 
was that they were under consideration, and that there would be 
a special meeting called to receive a report on them. What pro- 
gress was being made in the investigation of these questions, 
which were both of supreme importance? He hoped they would 
hear soon about this special meeting. 
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The PresipENT agreed that the subjects were very important 
ones, and the Council would do their best in connection with 
them; but they were not in a position to report upon either yet. 


A Vicorous DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE FOR THE GAS 
INDUSTRY. 


Mr. C. V. BENNETT (Rochester) asked whether the Council had 
read, or whether they had had brought to their notice, a leading 
article in the current issue of the “ JourRNAL,” and also whether 
it would receive consideration and be reported upon. 

The PresipENT: Would you direct the Council to any particu- 
lar point that struck you as deserving, or requiring, our special 
attention ? 

Mr. BENNETT: I would suggest the whole article. 

The PrEsIDENT: Thank you very much. Then I think it is 
only justice to ourselves to inform you that we also are readers of 
the “Gas JourNnAL” and have come across this article. It has 
attracted our attention, and is receiving, and will receive, our 
careful consideration. 

Mr. BENNETT : I only meant, had it been read officially ? 


_ The PresipEnT : I can tell you at once, and quite freely, that 
it has not been read officially. 


THE WHITLEY REPORT. 


Mr. D. T. Livesey (East Grinstead) said he noticed that the two 

Water Associations were joining to form a society with reference 
to organizing an Industrial Council on the lines of the Whitley 
report. Were the Council of the Institution doing anything in 
this direction with reference to the gas industry ? 
_ The Presipent replied that the work on this particular sub- 
ject had been delegated to the National Gas Council. They were 
working together, and would continue to do so. In bringing the 
meeting to a close, he would like to thank those present for the 
very marked interest they had shown in the subjects which were 
before the Council at the present time. The Council were very 
desirous that all the members of the Institution should realize 
more than ever that this was their Institution—that they should 
recognize the honour of belonging to it, and the responsibility that 
was associated with the honour. 

The President was thanked for his conduct in the chair, on the 
proposition of Mr. C. E. Jones, seconded by Mr. LIvEsEy. 


a 
coal 


THE AMERICAN GAS ASSOCIATION. 


FrRoM AN AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT. 

Tue national aptitude for combination and amalgamation is again 
in evidence in the gas industry. We Americans have always 
prided ourselves on our willingness to discard any tool as soon 
as we are shown a better one. It was this trait that, in 1906, 
prompted the members of the Ohio Gaslight Association, the 
Western Gas Association, and the American Gaslight Association 
to sacrifice sentiment and, by merger, form the American Gas 
Institute. The American Gaslight Association was the oldest 
but one of any American Gas Association. Its membership was 
national in scope—embracing every gas engineer of note; and 
the progress of the art was mirrored in the pages of its “ Proceed- 
ings.” The majority of the membership were loth to see it pass ; 
and yet their Anglo-Saxon spirit of fair play and compromise 
made them willing to join in the formation of the Institute, 
because they were convinced that their Association had not suffi- 
ciently lived up to its opportunities to be able to say to the two 
Associations, to all intents and purposes, its rivals—the Ohio and 
the Western: “ You were only cumberers of the ground, and any 
merger must leave me intact.” 

Those who had charge of the merger had a clear vision of the 
lines along which the Institute should develop; and these are to 
be found in the report of the “Committee on Proposed Sections” 
to the 1906 Institute meeting. Its recommendations, however, 
met with no response from the officers and most of the members. 
They were content to conduct the Institute as an engineering 
society, entirely neglecting the rapidly growing field of salesman- 
ship. It so happened that in 1905 a few gas men, interested 
in developing the sale of their product, had joined with some 
manufacturers of appliances to form the National Commercial 
Gas Association, because they believed, rightly, that the existing 
Gas Associations had no room for commercial subjects. In the 
Institute, however, they thought they could find a place; and in 
1907 they broached the question of a union, based on their dis- 
solution. This offer was not followed up by the Institute; and 
in a few years the growing attention paid by gas companies to 
sales matters—with the resultant formation of new business de- 
partments and the creation of a large and enthusiastic body of 
gas company employees whose sole interest lay in selling, rather 
than making or distributing, gas—provided the National Com- 
mercial Gas Association with an opportunity of which it made 
full use to draw abreast of the Institute in national importance. 
After this, with our national impatience of duplication of effort, 
it was only a question of time when the two Associations would 
merge, in order that the gas industry of the United States should 
have but onenationalspokesman. The war undoubtedly accelerated 
events; and such a merger is now am accomplished fact. Those 
old-timers who regret the passing of the Institute should realize 
that, but for their narrow vision, it would have duplicated in the 











commercial field the highly creditable record of thirteen years of 
engineering progress, and would not now be giving place to a new 
organization. 

The American Gas Association starts out with a constitution 
drawn under very broad lines, and with an organization planned 
to care for the entire manufactured gas industry and, in addition, 
for the natural gas companies if they elect to come in. The pro- 
vision for company membership promises largely increased 
revenues available for the general good of the industry; while 
the reduction thus enabled in the dues of individuals (active 
members) affords a membership opportunity never before given 
to the rank and file. In brief, the Parent Association is managed 
by the representatives appointed by the company members; while 
the various sections are officered and conducted by the active 
members—each one being, to all intents and purposes, a separate 
society. The sections as now planned are: Accounting, Com- 
mercial, Technical, Natural Gas, and Manufacturers. Each 
section will have a Secretary, who will devote his entire time to 
this work. The Secretary of the Parent Association will receive 
$10,000 a year, as it is well recognized that this position requires 
abilities of the highest order. 


THE INAUGURAL MEETING. 


With the above by way of introduction, it is now proposed to 
relate the incidents attending upon the birth of the new Associa- 
tion. All the meetings were held in the United Engineering 
Societies Building, New York City. At 10.30 Thursday morning, 
June 6, the American Gas Institute was called to order by its 
President, Mr. A. E. Forstall. He stated that, as already explained 
in the preliminary circular, the members had been convened to 
decide whether they would dissolve the Institute and unite with 
the National Commercial Gas Association in a new Association. 
At his request, a recess was taken until after noon, pending the 
organization of the new Association. Immediately, in the same 
room, Mr. James T. Lynn, the President, opened a meeting of the 
National Commercial Gas Association; and similar procedure 
followed. As anargument for consolidation, it is sufficient to say 
that, of the several hundred in the room, only a few were not 
members of both organizations. 

The assembly then elected Mr. C. M. Cohn and Mr. C. H. Graf 
as temporary Chairman and temporary Secretary, respectively. 
The previously published report of the Amalgamation Committee 
was read in brief ; and then the Chairman called upon Mr. Arthur 
Hewitt, of Toronto, Canada, who made the formal motion by 
which the American Gas Association was formed, and providing 
for the acceptance as charter members of the present member- 
ship of the merging Associations. In words well suited to the 
historic occasion, he referred to the record of the Institute, linked 
by its predecessors to a noble past, and to the notable accom- 
plishments of the Commercial Association in its briefer life. He 
characterized the Union as in line with the cementing of friend- 
ships and the unifying of efforts caused by the war. 

Following the adoption of the constitution and bye-laws as 
recommended by the Amalgamation Committee, the report of the 
Nominating Committee was received, and its nominees were 
elected, as listed below: 


President: Mr. G. B. Cortelyou, of New York. 
Vice-President: Mr. C. L. Holman, of St. Louis. 
Treasurer: Mr. W. H. Barthold, of New York. 


In aringing speech of acceptance, the new President pledged 
his best efforts to the Association, and said his first official an- 
nouncement was to offer the services of its membership to the 
nation, without stint and without reward, for the prosecution of 
the war, and he called for unflagging support of this programme. 

The following were elected Directors : 


For One Year. 
N. F. Brady, New York. 
J. A. Britton, San Francisco. 
M. B. Daly, Cleveland, Ohio. 
J. S. Dehart, Newark, N.J. 
E. S. Dickey, Baltimore. 
E. L. Hall, New York. 
Arthur Hewitt, Toronto. 
J. L. Richards, Boston, Mass. 


For Two Years. 
| S. R. Bertron, New York. 
| S. T. Bodine, Philadelphia. 
H. L. Doherty, New York. 
Samuel Insull, Chicago. 
Sidney Mason, Gloucester, N.J. 
T. N. M‘Carter, Newark, N.J. 
Emerson M‘Millin, New York. 
H. D. Schall, Detroit, Mich. 


No more representative list of the leaders of the gas industry 
could be made. 

Mr. Cortelyou then took the chair; and the Association voted 
to assume the assets and liabilities of the merging societies. With 
this the morning session ended. In the afternoon, the adjourned 
meetings of the two merging bodies were convened in rapid suc- 
cession, and the necessary dissolutions were accomplished, after 
which the new organization listened to three addresses on war- 
time topics. 

The first, by a representative of the Fuel Administration, 
described the efforts being made to obtain an adequate supply 
of fuel oil for essential uses, and the probable adoption for gas 
plants not producing toluol, of a 528 B.Th.U. standard. Thus 
the necessities of war will put an end, at one full swoop, to the 
wastefulness of many existing high candle power standards that 
would otherwise have required much public enlightenment to 
remove. 

The second address, “ Financial Problems Brought upon the 
Public Utilities by the War,” by Mr. P. H. Gadsden, the Chair- 
man of the National Committee on Public Utility Conditions, dealt 
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with a subject of which we know the introduction only, while Eng- 
land has learned several sad chapters. The problem of obtaining 
increased prices, of meeting obligations now falling due, and of 
financing unavoidable capital outlay, are before us; and their 
solution may require national control of our public utilities, re- 
placing the present system of local control by States. This system 
is based on the assumption that labour and material costs would 
remain stationary. Therefore, any advance in the art and more 
efficient management would lower the cost of the product; and 
the supervisory body was appointed to ensure to the consumer his 
share of such saving. A price regulation based on unit costs of 
labour and material, and as automatic to increase as to reduce 
charges, is what must come in the future. 

The last speaker was Mr. W. H. Gartley, the Vice-Chairman of 
the National Committee on Gas and Electric Service. His topic 
was, “ The Relation of the Gas Industry to the Military Necessities 
of the Nation.” He described the expert and technical aid given to 
the National Government during the past year by the Committee. 
He said such aid will be continually needed during the war, and 
should be broadened by designating a representative of the gas 
industry to join the Coal Production Board, and another to join 
the oil division of the fuel administration. It may be stated here 
parenthetically that one of the first acts of the new Board of 
Directors was to continue the Committees of which Messrs. 
Gadsden and Gartley are members. 

At the conclusion of the addresses, there were some well- 
merited votes of thanks; and then this significant first meeting 
terminated. 

On Friday morning, the membership met in four groups, and 
organized the Accounting, Commercial, Technical, and Manufac- 
turers Sections. The officers elected were as given below : 


AccounTING SECTION. 
Chairman : Halford Erickson, of Chicago, Il. 
Vice-Chairman : A. P. Post, of Philadelphia, Pa. 


COMMERCIAL SECTION. 


Chairman : E. N. Wrightington, of Boston, Mass. 
Vice-Chairman : C. A. Monroe, of Chicago, Il. 


TECHNICAL SECTION. 


Chairman : J. B. Klumpp, of Philadelphia, Pa. 
Vice-Chairman : C. H. Graf, of Albany, N.Y. 


MANUFACTURERS SECTION, 
Chairman: A. P. Brill, of Pittsburg, Pa. 
Vice-Chairman : M. P. Roper, of Rockford, IIl. 


The Section Secretaries as well as the General Secretary wil 
be appointed by the Directors, and no names have yet been 
announced. 

The sole entertainment feature was an informal dinner on 
Thursday night, of simple fare and without wine, but marked by 
some more inspiring words from President Cortelyou, and two 
earnest speeches on war topics. 

Thus, in the midst of the most intense activities for the prose- 
cution of the war, the gas companies of the United States have 
found time to take a step which they believe will improve their 
opportunity for national service. The writer feels sure that his 
British brethren (before the war the word was cousin) will watch 
this new enterprise with great interest, and, if it is successful, will 
at once try to decide whether, under their conditions, a similar 
strong organization would not produce much better results for 
the industry than the present loose federation represented by 
the National Gas Council. 


COLLECTION OF GAS ACCOUNTS. 


The Economy of Less Frequent Collections. 
In every department of a gas undertaking, economy must be the 
order of the day. It is as necessary in the clerical and distribu- 
tion departments as in that in which manufacture is carried on; 
and therefore, even the question of the economical collection of gas 
accounts is one which should receive consideration. 


We were chatting the other day with Mr. Henry Woodall, of 
Llandudno; and this subject of gas accounts collections happened 
to crop-up. Mr. Woodall is one of the Directors of the South 
African Lighting Association; and he mentioned that something 
like four years ago monthly collections of gas accounts were aban- 
doned at Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown, and quarterly ones 
substituted. The net saving due to the change is about £400 per 
annum, which is equal to 1s. 3d. per ton of coal carbonized. This 
is a saving worth having; and it is a figure which should induce 
gas Managers everywhere to see whether there is economy in more 
extended collections than those they are now making. The time 
of secretary, clerks, and collectors is valuable now; and stationery 
and printing are at high prices—all due to the war. The induce- 
ments to save are greater now than before the war. There is a 
contra account. Gas undertakings have their obligations; and to 
get money in hand at comparatively frequent intervals has a value 
attaching which must be set against the saving effected by the 
longer period collections. 

However, these are considerations when deliberating over this 
matter ; and there are others that Mr. Woodall advanced. There 





are the prepayment meters. Theseare not in any way interfered 
with by the change in the collection period. As a matter of fact, 
they facilitate the change. With longer collections, slot meters 
can be used for doubtful customers, while reputable consumers 
can be kept on ordinary meters. 

Mr. Woodall illustrated his point by reference to other coun- 
tries where monthly collections prevail. For example, he calcu- 
lates that the quantity of coal used by gas companies in Australia 
cannot be less than 500,000 tons per annum; and a saving in the 
collection expenses equal to only 1s. per ton on this amount would 
be £25,000 a year. This being so, what would be the saving over 
India, South America, and other countries where monthly collec- 
tions prevail? In all these directions, British shareholders are 
numerous; and the matter should be urged upon the attention of 
Directors, in view of the present time being most appropriate to 
the change, with men scarce, salaries high, and the need for pro- 
ductive work pressing. 

To follow on, the question naturally arises as to whether half- 
yearly collections could not take the place of quarterly ones, at 
home. There are towns—particularly in Yorkshire—in which the 
practice obtains; and there are many towns in Britain in which 
rates are collected only once a year. If this is profitable, why not 
extend the practice? There is, of course, some loss to set against 
the gain, in the shape of interest on money outstanding; and there 
may be some loss—but very slight—from bad debts. On the other 
hand, the cost of service is to-day exceedingly high; and therefore 
the greater the value of the saving. The subjectis one for considera- 
tion; and it will be interesting to hear how the matter is regarded 
elsewhere, and particularly to learn of the experiences in the towns 
in this country where half-yearly collections are the fashion. 


— 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY MEMORANDA. 





THE report of yet another Board of Trade Committee has been 
published dealing with the electricity supply industry, which 
seems to be getting all the attention, while the gas industry has 

been receiving all the kicks, with demands 


Another Report— _upon it carried to the extreme of its capa- 
The Gas Industry city. Thenew report deals with the posi- 
Still Reposing. tion of the electrical trades; but it roves 


further afield than that. The prosperity 
of the electrical trades is so bound up with that of the electricity 
supply industry that the Committee havea good deal to say under 
this head. It the Government pay heed to these reports, they 
will never again forget that cheap electrical power is of vital im- 
portance to the country, as well as to the industry ; for the point 
is thrown (by reiteration) at the Government in every report that 
sees the light of day. The framers of the report are evidently 
agreed that the fact is not so obvious as to be observable unless 
attention is specifically directed to it. The Government, in fact, 
are blamed in the present report for never having realized this 
particular truth; and they are told that the manufacturers have 
been held back while the Government and local authorities have 
been laboriously debating how the distribution and use of elec- 
tricity might be prevented from infringing conventional concep- 
tions of public privileges and vested interests. Now, however, it 
is not too much to say that the war has demonstrated that the 
safety of the Empire is dependent upon the employment of elec- 
tricity. These are points from the report; and all of them 
apply with equal force to the gas industry. Nevertheless the 
latter has not done anything to bring them before the Govern- 
ment, nor has any Government Department taken up the question 
of investigating (as in the case of the electrical industry) how the 
national importance of the gas industry can be advanced to its 
maximum limits. In the case of the electricity industry, there has 
been a careful marshalling of the factors that promote economy 
in generation ; and with these in hand there has been considera- 
tion of how best to bring about reorganization so as to secure eco- 
nomy. Itis time the gas industry took a leaf out of the book of the 
electricity industry, and bestirred itself by adopting the first neces- 
sary steps as indicated in an editorial article last week [p. 581], by 
getting together a Committee, the members of which should be 
appointed not necessarily on account of position in the industry, 
but of qualification and wide outlook. For this purpose, the in- 
dustry wants brains, not overburdened by the claims of custom. 
Repose is all right at the proper time; but the gas industry should 
awaken to the fact that that time is not now. 


The electrical industry is making the 

Comprehensive most of its past limitations and con- 
Requirements. ditions, with the view of getting greater 
consideration and material assistance in 

the future. It is working hard for preferential powers and posi- 
tion; and of this sight must not be lost. The men of the gas 
industry will deserve to be branded as fools if they do not make 
a serious counter-move. In the report now before us, the Com- 
mittee tell the Government that the manufacture of electrical 
machinery and apparatus in Great Britain has been, with few 
exceptions, far from prosperous; and it is a cute point that is 
made when recourse is had to financial data to show that this 
country has been far behind Germany in this regard. But is not 
this a reflection on the manufacturers of electrical goods in this 
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country, and a compliment to the superior electrical commercial 
intelligence and enterprise of Germany? With the exception of 
gas-fittings, globes, and mantles, British manufacturers of gas 
plant and goods have not allowed Germany to interfere with their 
business, either at home or overseas, to any substantial extent. 
In some important places this country obtained control of gas 
supply in other countries; and the Germans have been doing the 
same in connection with electricity supply. The report mentions 
how the control of foreign electrical markets has been secured 
by the Germans through acquiring large interests in operating and 
goods purchasing concerns. This, of course, is to the disadvan- 
tage ofthis country. Intermingled with a number of other causes 
that have combined to retard electrical progress in Great Britain, 
we find duly chronicled “ the strength of the gas interests, and the 
influence they exerted to stifle competition.” Competition is a 
very healthy factor, and is (if the gas industry puts forth its best 
energies) likely to increase to its own advantage as well as to that 
of the electricity industry. It is also submitted that in a properly 
organized combination and association of manufacturers, the 
costs of production would be materially reduced; and there is no 
reason to fear that enhanced prices would be charged to the con- 
sumers as the result of such combination. Among other consi- 
derations is that of improved transport; and the Committee em- 
phasize the necessity of greater harmony between employers and 
employed. They are also strongly of opinion that industrial banks 
are essential, and should be established to provide capital both 
for reorganization and expansion of the engineering industry. 
Among other requirements are the reform of legislation, prohibi- 
tion of imports of enemy goods for three years after the war, the 
imposition of import duties sufficiently high to effectually protect 
the electrical industry, the prohibition of the sale in the United 
Kingdom of any imported electrical goods at prices lower than 
those in the country of origin, and the prevention of control by 
enemy capital. From this report and that formerly issued by the 
Board of Trade Committee on Electric Power Supply, it is evident 
that the electricity industry is not going to lose anything for want 
of asking. The industry cannot be blamed. 


The rationing of electricity appears to 
Maximum Prices, and be having a bad financial effect on the 
a Point for Sir revenue of companies supplying electri- 
Albert Stanley. city in residential areas. As much was 
anticipated in view of the high rates 
charged for lighting purposes, In such circumstances, to level- 
up output by the sale of low-priced units does not necessarily 
level-up revenue; inasmuch as for every unit disposed of (say in 
war time) for 8d., eight penny units would have to be sold. In resi- 
dential areas, too, the consumption of current for purposes other 
than lighting is very intermittent ; and this is not an economical 
condition for the station. In addition to the effects of rationing, 
increased costs of fuel and labour are having dismal results; and 
the last half-a-crown addition to the price of coal will not cause 
mirth among the electricalmen. However, before the advance in 
coal prices was known, many undertakings had asked the Board 
of Trade to increase their maximum charges; and there will now 
be a fresh crop of applications. The London Borough Councils 
owning electricity undertakings are already making joint represen- 
tation to the Board on the subject. The Hampstead Borough 
Lighting Committee attribute to the Lighting, Heating, and 
Power Order a heavy reduction in their output of energy; and 
they assert that it has involved a loss at the rate of £10,000 a 
year. In view of this, they ask for an increase of the maximum 
charge per unit from 7d. to 1s. In the new Rationing Order, the 
conversion factor of 750 c.ft. of gas is adopted as the equivalent 
of 10 units of electricity. Of course, it is-not anything of the 
kind on an actual illuminating power basis. It takes a good 
many more units of electricity than ten to give the candle power 
of 750 c.ft. of gas, used with the inverted burner. But let us 
accept the figure for present purposes. At that rate, the equiva- 
lent of 1000 c.ft. of gas would be 133 units; so that Hampstead is 
asking for the maximum charge for current to be raised by the 
equivalent of 5s. 6d. per 1000 c.ft. of gas! If 5s. 6d. were added 
to the pre-war price of gas, it would make it, in districts where 
2s. 6d. was charged, 8s.! If Hampstead obtains the right to 
charge 1s. maximum for electricity, and does so, it would be, 
according to the conversion factor in the Rationing Order, the 
equivalent to 13s. 4d. per 1000 c.ft. of gas. This comparison 
may be commended to the notice of the Select Committee who 
have recently been considering the application for relief by gas 
companies, as well as to that of Sir Albert Stanley. 


Mr. C. Orme Bastian, whose strange 
effusion to the Press was noticed in the 
“ Memoranda” last week, is setting him- 
self up very seriously as the defender of 
the electrical faith in electric cooking. 
He has written another letter in much the same vein. In this he 
finds it difficult to comprehend how a man of intelligence like Mr. 
F. W. Goodenough can bring himself to propound an argument 
so palpably misleading as he did at the recent meeting of the 
British Commercial Gas Association. Mr. Goodenough was re- 
ferring to the use of electricity in National Kitchens, and contended 
that the application of electricity as a heating or cooking agent is 
a gross misuse of the nation’s coal resources, and a flagrant waste 
of the important bye-products of coal recovered in the process of 


A “Man of Intelli- 
gence” and Heat 
Unit Losses. 





gas manufacture. We do not see any denial of this by Mr. Bastian; 
but he does not like plain truths. So Mr. Bastian resorts to camou- 
flage on behalf of electricity. He trots with alacrity from heat- 
ing and cooking to the illustration of an electric-furnace and a 
gas-furnace [noticed last week] —the former of which he had tried, 
while the gas-furnace figures he relies upon appear to have been 
lifted from a statement by a manufacturer of gas-furnaces. He 
does not tell us who is his authority, uor anything as to the type of 
furnace, or the respective work performed. But he says that the 
expenditure of heat units in the electric-furnace to maintain a cer- 
tain temperature is 6000 B.Th.U. per hour, while in the case of 
the gas-furnace it is 75,000 B.Th.U., and so 69,000 B.Th.U. are in 
the latter blown away to waste. But he overlooks the fact that 
the average consumption of coal in this country for generating 
electricity is about 43 lbs. per unit, and not 3 lbs. Therefore, to 
get his 6000 electrical heat units about (taking the average con- 
sumption per unit) 8 Ibs. of coal would be consumed, or 108,000 
B.Th.U. Deducting the 6000 B.Th.U., there is a loss in generat- 
ing them of no less than 102,000 B.Th.U., to say nothing of the 
heavy distribution losses of current. Nor (although at the end of 
the letter he alludes to bye-products) does he make any allowance 
for the half-ton of coke and the valuable residual products realized 
from every ton of coal used in gas making. It is remarkable how 
a “man of intelligence” can take up the attitude that Mr. Bastian 
does. He should consider the cost of producing the heat units, 
which would be a better performance than making a comparison 
that, without further information, would not hold good before any 
body of technical men. 


However, in defence of electric cooking, 
Mr. Bastian explains that in an electric- 
oven the heat is boxed-up, while through 
the gas-oven there must be a draught 


which carries away heat units as well as moisture from the food 
—the latter causing loss of weight. Apparently Mr. Bastian has 
never heard of the externally heated gas-oven in which consider- 
able use is made of the waste products of combustion in contri- 
buting heat to useful work. But take the ordinary oven, it is not 
dry air that passes through it. The combustion of the gas gives 
off water vapour; and the gas can be so regulated that the tem- 
perature can be maintained at a low point, and no more waste of 
joints be caused than in an electric-oven also kept at low tem- 
perature. There is nooccasion for a joint gas cooked to be dried 
up, any more than there is for one cooked in an electric-oven. If 
this “man of intelligence” talked like this to chefs of no mean 
standing who produce juicy nutritious meats from gas-ovens for 
many a noted hotel and club, or to the myriads of people who 
have dined for years off juicy nutritious joints gas cooked, they 
would think that they had before them someone almost bereft of 
his senses. But even were we to assume that there is something 
gained in heat units in an electric-oven, the gain would be lost 
(and considerably more) on the hot-plate; for chefs tell us that 
something like 70 or 75 p.ct. of the cooking and water-heating 
work done in a kitchen is not inside the oven by whatever agent 
it is heated, but on the hot-plate. A man of intelligence should 
not confine himself to the work inside the oven. Nor should a 
fair-minded man say that gas companies are urging their con- 
sumers to exercise scrupulous economy in consumption during 
the remainder of the war. A company doing this does not repre- 
sent gas companies universally. Whether or not such advice is 
given depends upon individual conditions in regard to coal sup- 
plies and the limitations of plant. Moreover, the advice is not 
given on the ground of the sufficiency of the supply of products 
for war purposes. Perhaps Mr. Orme Bastian knows more about 
these things than the Ministry of Munitions and the Admiralty, 
who are urging greater production. However that may be, gas 
undertakings can only produce to the extent of the material and 
plant at their disposal. If Mr. Bastian thinks there is a suffi- 
ciency of the products required for war purposes, he had better 
issue a general proclamation to that effect ; and then see what an 
effective instrument is the Defence of the Realm Act. Under 
that Act gas undertakings have to do many things which are not 
to their business advantage; and it does not become any man, 
whether otherwise “intelligent” or not, to talk of things about 
which he obviously knows very little. 


Kitchen Work 
and Bye-Products. 











Deterioration of Gas and Water Mains.—In the “ Journal fiir 
Gasbeleuchtung,” Herr P. Medinger describes some experimental 
work done by him upon the corrosion of cast-iron water-mains 
laid only two years previously in the soil at Esch, in the Grand- 
Duchy of Luxemburg. The pipes had become as soft as hard- 
wood, and so could be cut with a clasp-knife. An analysis of 
the original metal showed metallic iron 92°64 p.ct., and carbon 
3°42 p.ct.; while that of the corroded pipes showed metallic iron 
varying from 30°5 to 44'2 p.ct., and carbon 24 p.ct. When the 
pipes were first taken up, little or norust was visible ; but the iron 
had been changed into a powdery metallic form. The pipes were 
laid in yellowish-grey heavy loam, in which there was a good deal 
of gypsum. The loam contained 7 p.ct. of calcium bicarbonate, 
and 1g p.ct. of water, which held in solution 2°05 gr. of calcium 
sulphate per litre. There was scarcely any chlorine present. The 
author attributes the rapid deterioration to electrical action in the 
presence of the electrolyte formed by the solution of the salts in 
the soil with rain water. This solution is kept in permanent con- 
tact with the pipes, owing to the retentive character of the soil, 
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THE MASTER OF GAS-WORKS. 


By “ Cricket.” 


No man can serve two masters. Gas-works have to choose 
under which banner they will serve. The one starves them— 


they have to feed on the crumbs from the rich man’s table; the 
other demands that they shall do a full day’s work on an exceed- 
ingly inadequate food ration. Coal is the food of gas-works— 
they cannot live without it. With it, in adequate quantities, they 
can turn out such work as no other national employees can. The 
result of their labours can provide materials of the highest form 
of protection to this ~~ and its friends, big and little. Will 

‘the “other” provide the food? I think he will. If he does, then 
let us work solely for the “other.” There will then be such a 
bond of sympathetic co-operation as will handsomely repay the 
“other” in his just endeavours not only to keep all enemies at 
bay, but to put them to rout. 

On the one hand, we are asked what is our maximum yearly 
capacity, to eat as little food as possible, and to drink as much 
water (gas) in order to save food. There is a shortage of food; 
but the soldiers in the trenches get a full ration in order to keep 
up their full fighting strength. Gas-works are in the front-line 
trenches. They provide “ T.N.T.” and other explosives, besides 
dozens of other war materials. Starve them, and you at once 
lose the war. 

As regards the information required, no questions are to be 
asked. No covering letters are to be sent. What is the maxi- 
mum yearly capacity ? . What is the use of asking such a question 
if you possess a water-gas plant and are asked to use it to its 
fullest extent? I should say that the idea is to find out the full- 
est extent to which water-gas can be used, and then cut down 
the food accordingly. 

If departments are tired of hearing about the war materials 
derived from the distillation of coals, I hope that they may be 
more tired still of hearing it, because to starve factories of coke 
by using it in water-gas plants is merely asking them to burn coal 
instead, and waste all the war materials it contains. The obses- 
sion that water-gas plants should be used to their fullest extent 
possible is madness. It is a very good way of losing the war by 
crimping war materials. 

As to maximum yearly capacity, repairs are absolutely neces- 
sary; and when the necessary time is deducted for repairs, I can 
only suppose the answer to be the remainder of the time with the 
available plant working day and night. 

As to maximum yearly production, I can only suppose this to 
be actual fact—that is to say, the total gas produced in the year 
selected, by each class of plant, either for the year to Dec. 31, 
1917, or March 31, 1918. But it is all likely to be beside the 
mark, for, by an exceptionally important order of the Minister of 
Munitions published in the ‘* London Gazette” of June 28, the full 
demands of the gas consumers is to be met first of all by the coal- 
gas plant being worked to its full capacity, and then, and only 
then apparently, the balance is to be made up by the use of the 
water-gas plant—if the works possess one. Here we have a dia- 
metrically opposite view to that of the Board of Trade, albeit an 
excellent one likely to have the best possible effect in regard to 
an earlier and more successful termination of the war in favour of 
this nation and its allies. 

The importance of this step of the Minister of Munitions cannot 
be too much praised; it is so far-reaching. It is one of the surest 
steps in the right direction of winning the war that the Minister 
has taken. But will this master get us the necessary coal? The 
matter has evidently been studied with very great care; and we 
may therefore conclude that everything possible will be done so 
that the vital supplies of war material may be kept up. There is 
no need here to repeat the number or their importance for, of 
recent months, long lists have appeared in the “ JourNAL.” 

For some months past our coal supplies have been in a very 
precarious state, and those who should have been deprived of 
them have had little reason to grumble. Many trades of little or 
no national importance have been allowed to flourish, because 
coal has been provided for them to carry on. Considering the 
Ministry of Munitions regulates the supplies of nearly every trade, 
is it not astonishing that they should not have before this regu- 
lated the supply of coals to gas-works, whence they obtain such 
vital necessities ? Only last week, I understand, coal merchants 
had their quantities of coal allocated to them; and from a report 
I heard, it is understood they had no reason for dissatisfaction. 
On inquiring, ‘* How about the gas-works supplies?” the answer 
was : Oh, I suppose they will get the residue. 

The Order referred to is cited as the “‘Gas-Works (Ministry of 
Munitions) Order, 1918,” and is so interesting from a national 
safety point of view that I am hoping the Editor will include it 
in extenso. The coal gas is to be scrubbed to the fullest possible 
extent for the extraction of ammonia, toluol, and benzol with oil 
or with tar according to whether the works possess a benzol plant 
or not. Gas-works with coal-gas plant only are to produce gas of 
as nearly as possible 500 B.Th.U. before scrubbing. Works with 
both coal-gas plants and water-gas plants, if they find it necessary 
to work the water-gas plants in addition to the full capacity of 
the coal-gas plant to supply consumers’ full demands, must main- 
tain their admixture to as high a calorific value as possible, but 





* The text of the Order appears on p. 16.—Eb. ''G, J."’ 





never below 450 B.Th.U. If it is necessary to use the water-gas 
plant to such an extent that the quality cannot be maintained at 
450 B.Th.U., then they are to (with the consent of the Ministry 
of Munitions) take all steps to procure the necessary gas oil to 
perform the reqhisite carburation. 

Let us hope it will never be necessary again for works of such 
vital importance as gas-works to have to go cap in hand kneeling 
on the ground pitifully begging a little coal from those who were 
abundantly wasting it—let me repeat, crumbs from the rich 
man’s table. Such an ignominious state of affairs should never 
have existed for those who have “ done their bestest ” for their 
country, at a loss, but with cheerful mein, knowing that in the 
end such a good tool would get into the hands of a capable 
master who would know how to use it properly. 


tin, 
eS 


SIXTY YEARS AGO. 


(From the “Journal” for June, 1858.] 


Quality of Gas in the Metropolis.—The members of the Commit- 
tee appointed to inquire into the gas supply of the Metropolis have, 
after more delay, been nominated. . . We hear from various 
sources accounts of what has been doing on the part of the Metro- 
politan delegates and of the gas interest which argue unfavourably 
for a satisfactory termination of the inquiry, either to the com- 
panies generally or to the public, for the protection of whom the 
Committee has nominally been appointed ; and we think it right 
to caution both parties to be vigilant lest their respective interests 
should be sacrificed by the perpetration of a job. The danger of 
such a result of the noisy agitation against the districting arrange- 
ments of the gas companies is, indeed, apparent in the resolutions 
drawn up by the delegates as a manifesto of their grievances, and 
as an embodiment of the objects they desire to obtain. The most 
novel and the most important of the proposed enactments is 
the one for establishing two standards of quality, each with its 
separate maximum price. A provision to give the companies 
the power and stimulate them to improve the quality of their 
gas, would be excellent in principle, and would, if sufficiently 
high standards were insisted on, have a direct tendency to 
raise the illuminating power of London gas. But, if low 
standards were adopted, it would prove almost fatal to the 
hope of seeing the Metropolis lighted in a manner worthy 
of its rank and importance as the commercial capital of the 
world. There is no point on which we have ever more strongly 
insisted than on the benefits which gas companies and gas 
consumers would derive from the supply of a superior article at a 
comparatively high price, in preference to an inferior one at a 
price nominally low, but really requiring the expenditure of 
a larger sum for an equal quantity of light. We have seen with 
pleasure the measures adopted in furtherance of this principle by 
the Western, the Chartered, the Equitable, and the City Gas Com- 
panies ; but all hope of London ever rivalling other great cities 
of the kingdom in the brilliancy and beauty of its illumination 
would vanish if the proposed 18-candle standard of the Metropoli- 
tan delegates were to be adopted. If such an enactment were in 
force, it would indeed have the tendency immediately to deterio- 
rate the quality of the gas at present supplied to the Western 
district of the Metropolis, which is generally understood to be 
greatly superior to the standard required by the delegates. Inthe 
evidence given by Mr. Wright, the Engineer of the Western Gas 
Company, upon the Imperial Company’s Bill in 1854, he stated 
distinctly that the illuminating power of 5 p.ct. of the gas supplied 
by his Company at that time was equal to from 27 to 30 sperm 
candles, and that it was produced either entirely from cannel coal 
or from a mixture of Boghead cannel and Newcastle coal, for 
which gas the charge was 6s. per 1000 c.ft. 














Effect of “Steaming” on the Ammonia Content of Gas. 


Replying to a query in the “ American Gas Institute News,” 
Mr. H. L. Balsam, of Pernambuco, says that the ammonia con- 
tent of the gas will assuredly be increased by the use of steam in 
continuous vertical retorts; and he refers to the papers read by 
Mr. J. E. Blundell, before the Manchester District Institution, 
and by Mr. John West, before the Southern District Association, 
as furnishing proof of this. Though the quality of coal carbonized 
is, of course, a very important factor, Mr. Balsam points out that 
the results will naturally become more pronounced as the quantity 
of steam injected is increased; so that with steam at 30 lbs. anda 
}-in. nozzle, an increase of about 50 p.ct. in the ammonia content 
may be effected. On various occasions in the past steam has 
been used in connection with coal carbonization, for the purpose 
of increasing the ammonia production. It is known that only a 
small part of the nitrogen in the coal is usually recovered in the 
form of ammonia; and that up to a certain point the ammonia 
content can be increased with each increase of steam in the 
retort. In the case of his plant at Pernambuco, the ammoniacal 
liquor, because of local conditions, is a waste product. He has 
therefore not attempted to carry out any careful experiments in 
this direction; but the few rough tests that have been made 
afford further proof that steaming favours an increase of the am- 
monia content. The subject of steaming in continuous verticals 
was dealt with by Mr. Balsam in an article which appeared in 
the “ JournaL ” for Feb. 5 last. 
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YORKSHIRE JUNIOR GAS ASSOCIATION. 


Visit to Huddersfield. 
The members of the Yorkshire Junior Gas Association (to the 
number of over fifty) paid a visit, on Saturday, June 22, to the 


works of Messrs. W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd., at Huddersfield, and 
to the Huddersfield Corporation Gas-Works. 


The party assembled at the gas-works, and proceeded at once 
to the Whitestone Iron- Works of Messrs. Holmes & Co., where the 
visitors were divided into groups, under the guidance of Messrs. 
Gray, Henshaw, Willingale, Whittle, Noble, and Crossley. 

Passing through the yard, which is served by two steam-cranes, 
each of 3 tons capacity, the parties visited the pattern shop, the 
mechanics’ shops, the gasholder and structional shops, and the 
foundry. The works, it was explained, were founded by the late 
Mr. William Cartwright Holmes in 1850, at Whitestone, and were 
transferred to the present site at Turnbridge Road in 1880, owing 
to railway extensions. The works in 1880 covered an area of 
1800 sq. yds., while those of to-day occupy 19,000 sq. yds., the 
firm specializing in equipment for gas storage, cooling, washing, 
and purifying, and for bye-product recovery. The motive power 
in the works is electricity, supplied by the Huddersfield Cor- 
poration. The lighting also is by electricity. 

The pattern shop is in a temporary building, and is much 
smaller than is required for normal needs; but this is a factor 
whose remedying is in view as soon as circumstances permit. The 
visitors inspected the equipment of planing, drilling, grinding, and 
other machines, lathes, band and circular saws, &c. 

In the foundry, a large two-span building, served by electric 
cranes of 10, 5, and 3 tons capacity, interest was shown in the two 
Green’s cupolas—one of 7 tons per hour capacity and the other of 
3 tons capacity. Air blast is provided by two No. 5 Keith-Black- 
man motor-driven fans, each capable of delivering 4700 c.ft. of air 
per minute, at a pressure of 24 in. water-gauge. The connections 
are arranged so that either fan can blow either cupola; so that 
a breakdown in either case would not stop operations. The pig 
iron breaker, whose work was demonstrated by a workman, can 
deal with 6 tons per hour. The broken metal is discharged into 
special barrows, which are conveyed to the charging platform by 
an electric hoist. The provision of special charging doors on 
the cupolas allows the loads to be tipped from the barrows into 
the furnace without additional handling. The moulders and core 
makers in the foundry can obtain supplies of the mixtures needed 
by means of shoots communicating between the sand and loam 
mixing shed and the bins inside the foundry. The cores for cast- 
ings are dried by three large core stoves, coke fired. 

The mechanics’ shops include machine shop, fitting shop, and 
erecting shop, covering 212 ft. by 85 ft., divided into three bays of 
40 ft., 30 ft., and 15 ft. spans. The largest bay is the heavy ma- 
chine shop and erecting shop, and is served by two 5-ton electric 
cranes. The lighter work is done in the fitting shop, and the gas 
valves, &c., completed and tested before dispatch. The smallest 
bay has various light machine tools, The bulk of the machines 
are fitted with independent electric motors, so that there is no 
waste of power when certain machines only are in use. 

The visitors were particularly interested in the gasholder and 
structural shop, where are produced gasholders, and all kinds of 
gas-works, chemical-works, and coke-oven works steel structures. 
The buildings comprise two lofty shops, each about 48 ft. wide by 
200 ft. in length, in which all the machines are driven by indepen- 
dent motors. In the smiths’ shop, most of the hearths—Keith- 
Blackman—receive the blast supply from a No. 3 “ K.B.” electric 
fan, and some fires have independent blowers for occasional use. 
A plate and bar furnace for heating plates for press work and 
bars for making rings, is adjacent to both the hydraulic press and 
the angle-bending rolls. There are also the shearing, punching, and 
rolling shop and the assembling and riveting shop. The special 
machinery for gasholder work comprises high-speed mangle rolls 
of the four-roller type, stretching blocks, and multiple punching 
machines. The largest of the latter, driven by a 10 B.H.P. motor, 
can punch 88 holes, of ;'; in. diameter, through sheets up to ;', in. 
thick, at one stroke. 

The hydraulic plant, the accumulator, and the compressed-air 
plant excited much interest. It was noted that a great deal of 
the work in progress was Government work. It was explained 
that gas-works equipment was, of course, rather at a standstill 
just now, owing to the war-time conditions. The visitors were 
particularly interested in a small planer for a new type of water- 
cooled condenser—something on the lines of the old-fashioned 
battery condenser, with an outer casing and provision for passing 
water through the tubes instead of air. Cast-iron was used for 
the whole apparatus, instead of steel for the tubes. A “P. & A.” 
tar-extractor was examined; and among the valves of various 
types inspected, the visitors were shown a rough coke-oven valve, 
of the old-fashioned wedge-shape, with a solid valve disc. This, it 
was explained, was not guaranteed absolutely gastight, but was 
quite sufficient for coke-oven purposes. The party also noted the 
familiar Holmes double-faced gas-valves, and in the direction of 
bye-products equipment were seen heating pipes for benzol recti- 
fication plant for continually distilling crude benzol for making 
go p.ct. benzol, 56 p.ct. toluol, and solvent naphtha. On large 
plants, it was explained, this was a very great economy in steam 
as against the use of the intermittent still. The visitors were 
shown the firm’s centrifugal washer, as supplied largely to coke- 








oven works and also to some gas-works. Much interest was also 
displayed in a small plate washer for use in removing the last 
traces of moisture from chlorine for war purposes, to avoid the 
serious corrosion of metal which occurs when the gas is not per- 
fectly dry. 

The tour of Messrs. Holmes’s works also included a demons- 
tration of acetylene and electric welding and cutting, and of bar 
and section cutting and bending. 


Prior to leaving the works, the company assembled in the 
offices for an inspection of prints and drawings, of the print 
room and electric printing frame, of the strong-room for storing 
tracings, and of the chemical laboratory and offices generally, 


The PresipEnt of the Association (Mr. E. Garsed) voiced the ap- 
preciation of the members of Messrs. Holmes’s courtesy. The tour 
had been of exceptional interest. The visit had been something of a 
surprise to most of them; and the interest of the members in the 
engineering side of their profession was demonstrated by the large 
attendance. 

On the motion of Mr. P. M‘Nas, seconded by Mr. J. W. SELL, a 
hearty vote of thanks was accorded Messrs. Holmes & Co., Messrs. 
Gray, Henshaw, Willingale, Whittle, Noble, and Crossley, and the 
workmen who had stayed behind on Saturday afternoon and demon- 
strated certain operations. 

Mr. Gray, in responding, said such visits were very beneficial both 
to the members of the Association and to the firm whose works were in- 
spected. These visits should be more frequent ; but just now every- 
body was handicapped by war-time pressure. He hoped that, when 
conditions become more settled, the Association would pay another 
visit, and would be able to see more gas apparatus in course of con- 
struction instead of war work. 

Mr. HENsHAw endorsed Mr. Gray's remarks. Like all other under- 
takings at present, the firm were having to carry on almost hand-to- 
mouth, and were unable to show the visitors the stock they would have 
liked to show. He expressed Mr. Holmes’s regrets that he had been 
prevented from attending, as he had intended. 


At THE Gas-WorKs. 


The party then returned to the gas-works, where the two retort- 
houses—one horizontal and the other inclined—the sulphate-house 
(where female labour was observed), the engine and meter houses, the 
purifiers, and the tar-extractor plant were all examined. In the hori- 
zontal retort-house, the carbonizing plant consists of nine beds of tens. 
23 ft. long, 18 in. by 24 in. “Q” section, operated by Drake’s com- 
bined charging and discharging machine. Particular note was taken 
of the hot-coke conveyor—Drake’s “ Ideal,” modified to suit the struc- 
ture of the building. The coke is mechanically handled by transporter 
skips, and quenched on a specially constructed inclined coke-bench, 
from which it is taken by gravity buckets and passed over the screens, 
before entering the overhead hopper. Alternatively, the coke can be 
conveyed by belt conveyor to two stacks in the yard. The conveyor is 
driven by electricity, supplied by the Corporation. The principle is 
the same as that at the Bradford Road works at Manchester—which, 
the party were informed, were the first to have the type—but modified 
at Huddersfield to meet structural factors. The advantage of the type 
is that the conveyor is not required to continue running when there is 
no coke to be conveyed. 

Messrs. H. Singleton (the Engineer and Manager, and one of the 
leading members of the Association), Woodhead, and Henry Morris 
were the guides. The visitors asked many questions on the subject 
of the Hird continuous tar dehydration plant, which can be used either 
for making prepared or dehydrated tar, or for complete distillation to 
pitch and recovery of all intermediate oils. The plant has been in 
operation for twelve months. It is coke fired, and capable of distilling 
20 tons of tar per 24 hours. The visitors commented on the two 
meters; and Mr, Singleton explained that this was due to the works 
being really two distinct plants. The purifier-house was across the 
canal, The party reached the house by passing from the engine- 
house over a bridge which comprised four square gas-mains asphalted 
over the top and with handrails erected. 


TEA AND THANKS. 


At the conclusion of the inspection, tea was provided in the offices— 


Mr. SINGLETON presiding. He was supported by Mr. E. Garsep (the 
President). 


The Vicz-PresipENntT (Mr. E. L. Oughton), proposing a hearty vote 
of thanks, said the visit had been highly interesting and enjoyable. A 
very pleasurable feature had been the utmost readiness of their hosts 
to answer all questions, and the entire absence of reticence. 

Mr. J. W. Roper, in seconding, said they had all seen things that 
afternoon which would help them in their own work, and had derived 
both information and pleasure from the visit. 

Mr. SINGLETON briefly responded. 


The visitors were afterwards at liberty to inspect drawings of the 
retort-settings, the coke plant, tar plant, condensers, and the new 
large three-lift column gasholder of 44 million c.ft. working capacity, 
with concrete tank 220 ft. in diameter and 42 ft. 6 in. deep. 








Sir Joseph A. Bellamy, the late Chairman of the Plymouth 
and Stonehouse Gas Company, left estate of the gross value of 
£40,519. 


An offer has been accepted by the Patent Office Library from 
Sir Robert Hadfield of a complete photostat apparatus—which 
offer he made as a mark of his appreciation of the unfailing 
courtesy and kindness received by him from the department. It 
is hoped now that, at trifling expense, photo-copies of pages from 
books will be available at short notice. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We are not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents. | 





Financial Hardships. 


S1R,—The price of fuel for gas-works, &c., having now again been 

increased by the Controller by 2s. 6d. per ton, how are gas companies 
to recoup themselves for this extra cost, which means 3d. per 1000 c.ft., 
and in the case of sliding-scale companies a decrease in dividend of 
3} p.ct. 
: Will the Coal and Fuel Controller sensibly allow (by order) an in- 
creased price for coke equal to that put on coal, and this on existing 
contracts? If not, then the treatment of gas companies in this as in 
other matters is most unfair. 

As there is no mention in the Acts of the price that can be charged 
for gas for power and industrial purposes (in fact, when the Acts were 
passed, such a use for gas was not anticipated), would gas companies 
be entitled to put such a price on gas for munition and other industrial 
uses as would cover to a large extent this new increase in the price of 
coal ? 

The concerns using gas for such purposes are making huge profits, 
and are therefore well able to pay a much higher price. One large 
user said to me recently: ‘‘I don’t care what the price of gas is, I 
must have it.’’ This would not affect the sliding-scale; and such a 
means of dealing with this question might forcibly bring home to 
Parliament the necessity of dealing justly with gas undertakings when 
considering the (so-called) report of the ‘‘ Committee on Financial 
Hardships,’’ but which is a mere travesty of justice. 

The company with which I am connected has already lost 2 p.ct. of 
dividend owing to war circumstances; and this will be another 3 p.ct., 
or a loss to shareholders of 2} p.ct.—being one-half of what our 
Government considers a fair interest on war bonds, &c., where there is 
no risk whatever—at least, so it is supposed. 

Why, when the Government have to a great measure taken over the 
control of the management of the products and the fixing of prices 
thereof, do they not take over the whole, and guarantee pre-war divi- 
dends, as has been done in the case of railways, &c. ? 

Why, as in the case of sulphate of ammonia, should gas companies 
suffer for the benefit of the farmers, who are having the time of their 
lives and, what is rather strange, admit it ? ELL. 


June 24, 1918. 


Si1r,—The National Gas Council have issued a circular-letter, dated 
June 22, urging upon gas undertakings the desirability of communi- 
cating with Members of Parliament with a view to eliciting their sup- 
port in any discussion that may take place in the House upon the 
report of the Parliamentary Select Committee. 

The recommendations of the Select Committee are so unjust, and so 
liable to seriously affect the stability of gas undertakings, that no 
company will, I am sure, fail to adopt the suggestion of the National 
Gas Council; but it is to be hoped that the Council’s draft letter will 
not be utilized. 5 

A matter of such outstanding importance to gas undertakings de- 
serves to be brought before Members of Parliament in a manner very 
much more striking, and certainly much clearer, than is shown by the 
Council’s draft. 

The last paragraph but one is, to put it mildly, ‘‘ somewhat in- 
volved; ’’ but in my opinion the draft letter as a whole, lamentably 
fails to rise to the occasion. H. J. WoopFINe. 


Wellington, Salop, June 24, 1918. 


_— 
<2. 





Prices Paid for Tar and Liquor. 


S1r,—Mr. John Richmond, in his presidential address to a recent 
meeting of the Waverley Association of Gas Managers, is reported as 
saying: *‘ Gas companies who sell their tar and liquor to distillers are 
not receiving one-half the price in pre-war times.’? Mr. Richmond 
would not have made such a statement, even about tar distillers, 
unless he believed it to be true; and I am sure he will welcome evi- 
dence to the contrary. 

An examination of the average prices paid by this Company for tar 
and liquor, including carriage, for the period from May, 1915, to 
April, 1918, brings out a reduction of 22°9 p.ct. on the pre-war years 
from May, 1911, to April, 1914. On tar, apart from liquor, the re- 
duction is 27°1 p.ct., and not 50 p.ct. as stated by the President. 

Mr. Richmond is also made responsible for the sweeping assertion 
that the reduction in the price paid for tar and liquor ‘‘ pointed to a 
formidable combination among tar distillers to keep down prices, and 
healthy competition, while they reaped exorbitant profits.’? The as- 
sumption—for it is nothing more than that—does not err on the side 
of charity, and is not applicable to this Company, whose gross profits 
have been materially less than during the pre-war period. 

The decline in the price of tar and liquor is easily explained. Hostili- 
ties were followed by a reduction in the exports of pitch, and trading 
with some of the neutral countries was forbidden. The average fall 
in value on this article (which amounts to about 60 p.ct. of the yield 
from crude tar) was over 20s. per ton; and while there were increases 
from naphtha and oil, the combined amount did not compensate for 
the loss on pitch. 

Mr. Richmond referred to the difficulty of obtaining coal, and its 
inferior quality; to the enormous advance in general stores; and to 
the incessant demand for more wages, coupled invariably with less 
work. That is the experience of all manufacturers, including tar dis- 
tillers. The wages bill of this Company has been increased by 125 p.ct. 
over pre-war rates; the more recent advances having been ordered by 
the Committee on Production, who acted as arbiters. And the end is 
not yet. An advance of 2s. 6d. per ton on coal is announced ; and this 
has been promptly followed by a demand from the workers for more 





wages—not, as on former occasions, on account of the cost of living, 
but because of the ‘‘ enormous profits ’’ which they allege are being 
made. And who can blame them when this fiction is endorsed by 
the President of a Gas Managers’ Association ? 
JoHN YOUNG, 
The Gas Residual Products Company, Ltd. 
121, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, June 29, 1918. 


<- 
— 


Mr. Bastian’s Letters. 


S1r,—In your issue of June 25, under the heading ‘‘ Bastianisms,”’ 
you make a mis-statement of fact. You quote a recent presidential 
address by Sir Robert Hadfield, Bart., and make him say that one ton 
of steel can be heated to goo° C. by the expenditure of 850 c.ft. of gas 
of about 450 B.Th.U. per c.ft., whereas Sir Robert was merely dis- 
cussing theoretical possibilities, and used the words ‘‘ apparently can.”’ 

In the same address I find ample justification of my assertion that 
the net value of electrically-produced heat is enormously greater than 
the net value of gas-produced heat. If I had credited such statements 
and arguments as you advance, I should never have had the temerity 
to put my electric stove upon the market in 1909. I did so because I 
did not believe, and had disproved to my own satisfaction, the orthodox 
gas claims. That my judgment was correct is proved by the ever- 
increasing popularity of the modern well-made electric fire. 

I regard with profound mistrust such tests as you refer to, even by 
men of scientific repute. The tests might conceivably be highly scien- 
tific, and of correspondingly small value. If such tests showed that 
the waste heat was only 20 to 25 p.ct., then I maintain that the flue 
losses were too low from the point of view of health and comfort, or, 
in other words, that the fires were not properly fixed. As regards my 
comparison between the gas and electric furnaces, and your criticisms 
of my claims, will you please refer to my letter on the subject in 
‘* Engineering ’? wherein you will see that the furnaces were of the 
same size, and the temperatures maintained were the same, as I used 
the words “‘ in attaining the same results.”’ 

The electrical industry is in the process of development; and when 
considering the possibilities of ultimate fuel economy I think it would 
be more fair to take the figure of 2 lbs. of boiler coal per K.wW.H. than 
4% lbs. as you suggest. C. ORME BASTIAN. 

185, Wardour Street, W., June 29, 1918. 


[Those who have studied Sir Robert Hadfield’s address and Mr. 
C. Orme Bastian’s letters, together with our previous comments on 
both address and letters, will be able to appraise at their full value 
our correspondent’s statements in the early part of his letter. It is 
extremely interesting to see that Mr. Bastian sets up his own tests 
of gas-fires above those of a number of independently working scien- 
tific authorities. We should like a description of the testing ap- 
paratus and methods that he adopted in determining heat efficiency, 
the waste gases, and the escape of products into the room. It would 
be curious if all the authorities that the gas industry can quote were 
such numskulls that they did not see that the fires they tested were 
properly fixed. However, Mr. Bastian puts himself up above them 
in scientific accuracy. ‘‘If,’? he says, ‘‘ such tests showed that 
waste heat was only 20 to 25 p.ct., then I maintain that the flue 
losses were too low from the point of view of health and comfort, or, 
in other words, that the fires were not properly fixed.’’ Chemical 
tests are the arbiter of this. If Mr. Bastian would in the presence 
of a competent authority on behalf of the gas industry like to make 
the physical and chemical tests which will broaden his knowledge 
somewhat, and enable him to correct his impressions as to gas-fires, 
perhaps an appointment can be made both in a laboratory and in the 
room of an ordinary house—providing the results arrived at are 
published. In our ‘‘ Electric Supply Memoranda”’ to-day, further 
reference is made to Mr. Bastian’s point as to the comparison be- 
tween electric and gas furnaces.—ED. G. J.] 





-_— 
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Gas v. Electricity for Power Purposes. 


S1r,—The writer was recently called in to advise a firm of manu- 
facturers regarding a report received by them from a well-known 
Midland firm of consulting engineers, who should have been in practice 
long enough to know better than to give misleading information to 
clients who at any rate desire from consulting engineers a frank and 
unbiassed report. . 

In the case in question, a total of about 100 H.P. is used for driving 
machines from shafting of a total length of 772 ft. At present 198 ft. 
of this shafting is out of use—due to changes in manufacture as a 
result of the war, but which will be required again when conditions 
become normal. 

The present engine, supplied some fifteen or sixteen years ago, was 
indicated; and the consulting engineers reported that the power ab- 
sorbed with the engine on the loose pulley was 26 p.ct. of the maxi- 
mum. They also reported that if the 198 ft. of shaft was dispensed 
with, there would be a further saving of power of 18°8 p.ct. They then 
conveyed the interesting information that if the engine and extra 
shafting were absorbing 44°8 p.ct. of the total power, arrangements 
need only be made for electrical power to cover the balance of the 
55°2 p.ct. 

They very carefully, however, refrained from stating that as 198 ft. 
of shaft absorbed 18°8 p.ct. of the power of the engine, it naturally 
follows that if it was possible to displace the whole of the 772 ft. of 
shaft, a total 75°2 p.ct. of the power would be saved; and as the 
engine running light was taking 26 p.ct., there was an excess of power 
of 1°2 p.ct. above the indicated power of the engine—to say nothing 
of the fact that the firm do not run the engine for driving shafting 
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alone, but for driving their machines, for which apparently no power 
is required at all. 

A detailed analysis was then given of the capital and running costs 
with gas and electricity. 

The cost of the engines alone was given as nearly double the pre- 
sent war price. The cost of one man’s whole time was given for 
attention, and the consumption of gas in excess of that which any 
leading maker would guarantee. 

The electrical figures were more in accordance with the facts, ex- 
cept that the whole of the 44°8 p.ct. of the power at present claimed to 
be unnecessary, was assumed to be saved by the installation of electric 
motors. For future guidance, a statement was prepared, to show that 
the conditions for electricity would be more favourable in post-war 
times than at present. 

The shafting at the works concerned is well designed and adequately 
lubricated. The alignment is excellent; and there is an absence of 
awkward or inefficient drives. The writer contends, therefore, that 
the power absorbed by shafting under such conditions is remarkably 
low, and that in most cases the efficiency obtained is better than with 
a corresponding number of smaller electric motors, as shafting cannot 
be dispensed with altogether. 

There seems to be a tendency .on the part of reputable consulting 
engineers and Government officials to unduly push the sale of elec- 
tricity for power; and several cases have within the last few months 
been brought to the writer’s personal knowledge where recommenda- 
tions have been made which any average engineer would reject as too 
expensive. Further statements are being made that the Government 
are about to subsidize electric supply concerns throughout the country, 
and that users will be able to obtain same well below cost. 

It should be the business of all gas engineers to keep in close touch 
as far as possible with both old and new clients; and it cannot be made 
known too widely that, in the national interests for the conservation of 
our fuel resources, it is more advantageous and economical to use gas, 
and that in the near future, when we hope the war will be over, the 
conditions for the use of gas will be more favourable to the user than 
at present, and certainly more favourable than for electricity, unless 
some drastic revolution is devised in the method of generation. 


Birmingham, June 24, 1918. W. B. STEVENSON. 


in 
_ 


Scientific Burner Production. 


S1z,—I was glad to read the letter of Mr. Charles Carpenter, D.Sc., 
in your issue of the 26th inst., and his withdrawal of the statement he 
made at the Institution meeting with regard to the insufficient testing 
of burners, so far as my own firm are concerned. But I should like 
to reassure him that there are other manufacturers—members of the 
Lighting Section (VII.) of the Society of British Gas Industries—who 
are equally careful not to send out burners without testing. 

It would not be difficult for the burner manufacturers of this coun- 
try to produce a burner with a fixed injector to suit the needs of every 
gas engineer who will maintain on the whole of his district a constant 
pressure and composition. But I fear that the gas industry to-day is 
not sufficiently advanced, either in manufacture or distribution, to call 
for a burner with a fixed injector and air-piece. My firm manufacture 
for one corporation, without any difficulty, a standardized injector and 
air-piece which is attached to the burner, and which gives excellent 
results, but only because this particular gas undertaking maintains 
unvarying conditions, both as regards composition and pressure. When 
such a practice becomes universal among gas undertakings, I am quite 
sure that British burner manufacturers of repute will be prepared to 
issue a lighting medium duly standardized and marked, even as the 
electric bulb is to-day. 

Such a condition of things would be ideal, and would go far to 
maintain our position in gas lighting. But the responsibility is with 
the gas engineer, and not with the burner manufacturer. 

F, J. Gout, 
Chairman of the Bland Light Syndicate, Ltd. 

29, Little Trinity Lane, E.C., June 26, 1918. 
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lacreased Charges Authorized Everywhere— Except 
for Gas. 


Srm,—I enclose herewith an account of a meeting of the Bristol 
Channel Dock Owners’ Association held on the 21st inst., from which 
it will be observed that the Board of Trade have made an order 
authorizing increased charges in the case of tipping and weighing, of 
6d. per ton, and 50 p.ct. on other statutory dock charges. 

It appears that increased charges are to be allowed to all industries 
(the gas industry excepted) to meet increased costs and maintain pre- 


war dividends. Why? James E. KENSHOLE. 
Merthyr Tydfil, June 24, 1918. 
[ENCLOSURE. ] 
Increased Dock Charges. 
The Bristol Channel Dock Owners’ Association met at the Taff Vale Rail- 
way Office, Cardiff—Mr. A. Beasley presiding. The principal matter was in 
relation to the Order of the Board of Trade authorizing increased charges in 


the case of tipping and weighing of 6d. per ton and of 50 p.ct. on other statu- 


pr dh + ly en ne No decision was arrived at as to when the increases 
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Sulphuric Acid from Spent Oxide. 


Srgz,—I read in the “ JournaL” of May 21 last, in the course of 
the article on ‘‘ Importation of Pyrites for Sulphuric Acid Making,” 
by “* Cricket’: ‘‘On the other hand, spent oxide after use for sul- 
Phuric acid manufacture is re-converted into active oxide for further 
use as a purifying agent at gas-works.” 

For some months past, I have been utilizing our spent oxide for the 
manufacture of the sulphuric acid of 53° B. required in our manu- 
facture of sulphate of ammonia. The spent oxide is previously freed 
from cyanogen compounds. The residue of the oxide which is left in 











the kiln, as regards purifying action for hydrogen sulphide, is much 
less active than the hydrated oxide of iron commonly employed. 
It would be of great interest to learn from ‘‘ Cricket ’’ whether those 
works in England which employ spent oxide for the manufacture of 
sulphuric acid utilize the burnt oxide, as it comes from kilns either 
transformed or otherwise, by mixing it with sawdust or some other 
diluent material, without subjecting it to any preparation for the pur- 
pose of making it a more active absorbent of hydrogen sulphide. If 
any such preparation, either mechanical or chemical, is found neces- 
sary or merely advantageous, I should be extremely grateful for some 
indication of its nature. A. BARIL. 


180, Avenue du Pont d’Epinay, Gennevilliers, Seine, 
June, 1918. 





The above letter was submitted to our correspondent who writes 
under the pen-name “ Cricket,’’ and he replies as follows: 


Srr,—I have much pleasure in answering the inquiry of M. Baril 
respecting the utilization of burnt oxide as a purifying agent for 
hydrogen sulphide. 

But first of all it is gratifying to know that the contents of the 
‘‘ JoURNAL”’ are so widely read and may be the means of intro- 
ducing, inter alia, economies in purification to our friends the French 
gas engineers. R 

The answer is that the burnt residue from the spent oxide burners 
in England is easily converted into a most active form of oxide 
purifying material by mixing with it material to render it sufficiently 

cous to be fit for see in purifiers, and another material to 
render the burnt oxide active—the finished material being practically 
all that can be desired for activity. The process is under licence to 
manufacturers from the original inventor, and his name is enclosed 
in a private note to yourself with the idea that you would be kind 
enough to put your French correspondent in communication with 
him. 

For over twelve years this form of oxide has been entirely used 
with every satisfaction at a large works with which I am intimately 
connected. I may add that if arrangements are made for the manu- 
facture of this material in France, under licence, it would have the 
effect of making France less dependent on imported pyrites (as should 
be the case in England), and thus create a home industry and free 
ships, railway wagons, barges, labour, &c., for other national 
work for France which was the chief intention to produce for 
England in my article to which M. Baril has referred. It must be 
apparent that in France, as well as England, the accumulation of 
spent oxide and the urgent requirements of new oxide demand that 
the wasteful use of ships, &c., for importing and dealing with pyrites 
should at once cease. ‘“‘ CRICKET.” 

June 28, 1918. 


in 
he 


Coal and Gas Rationing—Germanized Trading (?). 


S1r,—Under the Household Coal Order, 1917, a seven-roomed house 
was entitled to g tons of coal per annum, with no restriction on the 
amount of gas used. Later came the Lighting, Heating, and Power 
Order, 1918, curtailing the use of gas by the amount of one-sixth on 
the previous quarterly consumption. These Orders are now to be 
dropped in favour of a further Order or Orders combining the ration- 
ing of coal and gas for household purposes. 

In the first place, please note the coal allowance for a seven-roomed 
house is to be 7 tons, in place of g tons. Out of this 7 tons, the house- 
holder may elect to take 15,000 c.ft. of gas for every ton of coal. 
The result is a considerable saving of coal; for as by the former Orders 
he could obtain g tons of coal and a known quantity of gas, for which 
the gas company had to use coal (say, 45,000 c.ft. = 4 tons of coal) the 
householder may now take 4 tons of coal and 45,000 c.ft. of gas, 
which will represent 8 tons of coal, against 13 tons. 

In the above there is an implied bargain on the part of the coal con- 
troller to honour the Order of the householder and supply him with 
coal or its equivalent in gas. 

The gas company, on behalf of the Coal Controller, is to supply the 
gas; and if all householders calculate their requirements on last year’s 
consumption, there will be no reduction in the consumption of gas. 
The Coal Controller, however, attains his object by the total reduction 
in the coal used. 

The Coal Controller has now notified the gas companies of his in- 
tention to reduce their supply of coal ‘‘ on as fair a basis as possible.”’ 
He is making a bargain with the householder for coal and gas, and the 
gas company is to be called upon to supply the gas required. But if 
the company is subjected to a reduction in the amount of coal, how is 
this bargain to be carried out ? 

In times now past, but still present to the memory, we have heard 
of ‘‘ scraps of paper; ’’ and it appears to the writer that this is some- 
what analogous. MANAGER. 





iin, 
—_—- 





Meter- Rents. 

S1r,—Referring to your report of the meeting of the Waverley 
Association, and particularly to the discussion on meter-rents. 

I enclose herewith some notes which I have preserved, and which 
will perhaps be worthy of a place in the “‘ JouRNAL” columns. 

My friend, the late Mr. Myers, always impressed me as a man 
who could see as far into a thick stone wall as his neighbours— 
probably a little further. W. B. M‘Lusxy 


Halifax, June 28, 1918. 


(ENCLOSURE. ] 

Notes from a Report submitted to the Directors of the Saltcoats Gas 
Company by the Manager, Mr. J]. Napier Myers, Sept. 24, 1907. 
The usual argument against the practice of charging rent for 

meters is, ‘‘Why charge me for measuring gas any more than for 

measuring corn? A just measure is a mutual advantage which I 

It is sufficient if I pay for the gas.” 


should not have to pay for. 
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The reply to this argument is that the gas-meter is not common to 
many customers like tradesmen’s scales, but is special to the houses 
where fixed; and, while there, it cannot measure gas elsewhere. 

The granting of discounts may not be agreeable with strict ac- 
countancy. The Corporation of Glasgow abolished the system of 
granting discounts in 1877. A flat-rate for gas was continued until 
1903; since when the rates vary according to the quantity consumed, 
the use made of the gas, and the distance supplied. 

The present system of charging meter hire (those who do not 
burn 5000 c.ft. per annum) seems very simple; but it is attended 
with more difficulties in assessing than is apparent. Some are 
assessed at Michaelmas, to whom the meter charge has to be re- 
funded at Whitsuntide; some have to be charged at Whit- 
suntide, when it is found that their consumption does not total 
5000 c.ft. for the year; while some find that by paying 4d. to 
is. 8d. more for gas that they did not require, they are entitled to 
receive back 2s. paid for meter hire at Michaelmas. Some of the 
charges are for meters in houses (not a few) so much shut up that 
more than one year elapses between times of surveying them. 

= —$$——<———__$____—_— 


A Bold, Vigorous, and United Policy. 


S1r,—You were good enough to insert a letter of mine of March 4 
last, signed ‘* Vigorous,’’ in which I made an appeal to the leaders of 
the big companies to unite the industry; and 1 would again crave a 
small space in your columns. 

Compare the position of the gas industry to-day with that of the 
railways, and the coal, shipping, brewery, iron and steel, and other 
staple industries of the country, and ask yourseli why gas undertakings 
have fallen into such a sorry plight. There is but one answer— 
for want of a bold, vigorous, and united policy. The Government has, 
as usual, taken advantage of the total lack of unity and forcefulness 
on the part of the leaders of the gas industry; and it is time the un- 
fortunate shareholders took the matter in hand, and appointed men to 
safeguard the financial interests of the companies as a whole. Unless 
this is done, and quickly, complete disaster will be the inevitable end. 

Just think of the latest suggestion of the National Gas Council—an 
appeal by the companies to individual members of Parliament !! 
Could anything be more futile ? 

Temple Chambers, Temple Avenue, E.C., 

June 26, 1918. 





EDWARD BRUCE READ. 








APPLICATION TO AVOID OR SUSPEND A PATENT. 





[Extracted from the ‘‘ Official Journal’’ for June 26.] 


Nos. 22,433 of 1910, 27,696 of 1911, and 1382 of 1913. Name of 
Grantee: THttsEN, ‘* Apparatus for purifying, cooling, &c., gases.”’ 
Name of Applicant: JAMES KEITH AND BLACKMAN COMPANY, Lb. 


APPLICATIONS FOR PATENTS. 


Nos. 9910—10,354. 

Apa, W. G.—*' Purification of coal gas.”"’ No. 10,287. 

BARBET ET Fits Ev Cre, E.—*S Process for continuous sulphona- 
tion of bodies having a benzenic function, such as naphthalene and 
impure benzenes.’’ No, 10,117. 

BARBET ET FILS ET CIE, E.-—‘* Continuous rectification of petrols, 
petroleums, benzoles, &c.’’ No. 10,341. 

BEEDLE, P. D. R.—‘‘ Process for obtaining pure zirconium oxide.”’ 
No. 10,314. 

BRADEORD, F. L.. W.—Sce Beedle. No. 10,314. 

CALVERT, G.—‘S Manufacture of cyanide and 
pounds.”? No. 10,181. 

Dotvuin, J.—‘ Means for regulating gas supply 
burners.’? No. 10,311. 

GLOVER, $.—‘ Valves for gas, &c., meters."? No. 10,215. 

HEvLps, G.—‘ Bunsen burners and grillers.’’ No. 10,204. 

Hoitmegs, D. M.—‘ Treatment of liquor from plants for purifying 
gases from producers, &c.’’ No. 10,208. 

How.ert & Co., M.—See Dolphin. No. 10,311. 

MARGRETH, ].—‘‘ Acetylene generators.’’ No. 10,122. 

MARGRETH, J.—‘‘ Acetylene burners.’’ No. 10,123. 

REID, W. J.—‘‘ Tar-still.’’ No. 10,260. 

Spicer, Sir H. H.—‘‘ Production of gas from liquid bodies.’’ No. 
10,055- 

STEVENSON, A. H.—‘‘ Boxes for gas-mantles.’’? No. 10,014. 

STRACHE, H.—*‘ Gasification of carboniferous substances.”’ No. 
10,352. 

SURFACE COMBUSTION COMPANY.—*‘ Jet apparatus.”’ 

Tuompson, H. G.—See Stevenson. No. 10,014. 

WELLS, J.—Sce Spicer. No. 10,055. 

WILLNER, S.—‘‘ Manufacture of gas-mantles.’’ No. 10,068. 

WyLp, W.—‘ Apparatus for distillation or treatment of ammoniacal 
liquors, &c.’" No. 10,162. 


cyanogen com- 


to atmospheric 


No. 10,101. 








The Algoma Steel Corporation, of Ontario, have decided to further 
enlarge their bye-product coke-oven plant; and a contract for an addi- 
tional battery of twenty-five Wilputte ovens has just been let to the 
Wilputte Coke-Oven Corporation, of New York City—making fifty 
new ovens now in process of construction. It is expected that the two 
new batteries will be ready for operation late this year. 


At a meeting of the Shipley District Council last Tuesday even- 
ing, the Chairman (Mr. T. Hill), replying to a question, said a recent 
accident which had happened at the gas-works was due to some negli- 
gence in regard to a steam-valve. There ought to have been no 
mishap; but it was one of those things which were difficult to trace. 
The results might have been serious, had there been men about at the 
time, 





PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 





Coal Rationing in London. 


Lord Balfour has given notice to ask the Government to-day 
whether it is a fact that the new conditions and regulations regard- 
ing the supply of coal for the Metropolis are to come into force early 
in July; and, if so, when we may expect to see the text of the 
regulations.”’ 


se 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Progress of Bills. 

The British Gas Light Company (Norwich) Bill was read a second 
time, and committed. 

The Aldershot Gas, Water, and District Lighting and the Chepstow 
Gas Bills were read a third time, and passed with amendments. 

The following Bills have received the Royal Assent: Brixham Gas 
Act ; Chepstow Gas Act; Pontypool Gas and Water Act. 

Financial Hardships Bills. 
Last Tuesday, the adjourned debate on the second reading of the 


group of Financial Hardships Gas Bills was further adjourned until 
to-day. 





The second reading of the Maidenhead Gas Bill and the South Sub- 
urban Gas Bill was, however, deferred for one day only; a notice 
appearing in the name of the Chairman of Ways and Means to move, 
after the second reading, ‘‘ That it be an instruction to the Committec 
to which the Bill may be committed to strike out .the provisions 
whereby it is proposed to increase any statutory maximum price or to 
modify existing statutory provisions as to the relation of. price to 
dividend.”’ 


Home Production of Oil. 


General Crorr asked the President of the Board of Trade if all 
steps were being taken by the Government to develop the production of 
oil from coal and shale deposits in this country ; and whether he could 
report what progress had been made in developing this national 
industry. 

Mr. KELLAWAY (the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Munitions), in replying to the question, said the Ministry of Munitions 
were taking every possible step to increase the production of oil from 
coal and shale deposits in the country, and of creosote. The work was 
hampered by the shortage of labour; but considerable progress had 
been made. At present it was not desirable in the national interest to 
quote figures; but he was considering the possibility of giving further 
information of the progress which had been made in developing the 
production of oil from home sources. 


Maidenhead and South Suburban Bills. 


The Maidenhead Gas Bill and the South Suburban Gas Bill [both 
with an instruction to the Committee to strike out the provisions 
whereby it is proposed to increase any statutory maximum price or to 
modify existing statutory provisions as to the relation of. price to 
dividend] were read a second time, and referred to the Examiners. 

Mr. ROWLANDS, referring to the South Suburban Bill, said he and 
his friends who had been opposing the Bill were in entire agreement 
with the instruction alluded to. He understood also that the Company 
were prepared to withdraw certain other clauses in connection with 
the Bill, if it were to pass the second reading. ‘They proposed to 
withdraw the clause dealing with the calorific values, and to leave the 
one with regard to gas supplied to vehicles propelled by gas for the 
decision of the Committee. So far as he could understand, what was 
preserved in the Bill—a very vital part from the pronioters’ point of 
view—was the power of purchasing the Dartford Gas Company for 
the purpose of completing the whole of the area as one unit which 
they occupied in one part of Kent. If this was ‘clearly understood, 
with regard to what is left he was prepared to withdraw his opposition 
to the second reading. 

Sir FORTESCUE FLANNERY expressed agreement with what had 

been said. 
' The Maidenhead Gas Bill and the South Suburban Gas Bill have 
been added to those to be considered by the following Committee, why 
will commence to sit to-morrow (Wednesday): Sir William: H.. Davies 
(Chairman), General Colvin, Mr. Jacobsen, and Captain Colin Coote. 


Brentford Gas Bill. 


Mr. Wiles and Mr. Cecil Harmsworth have given notice, on the 
second reading of the Brentford Gas Bill, to moye ‘* That:it be read a 
second time upon this day three months. 








Athlone Gas Undertaking.—The loss on the working of the Athlonc 
gas undertaking for the past twelve months amounted to £31246; and 
it has been found necessary to raise the price of gas, which was 5s. 54. 
before the war, to 9s. 2d. per 1000 c.ft.' 

Middleton (Lancs.) Gas-Works’, Results.—At the last mecting of 
the Middleton Town Council, Mr. A. Hilton, the Chairman of the 
Gas Committee, said the gas-works’ balance-sheet had come out on 
the right side to the extent of £1645. Considering that the. gas 
charges had only been increased 6d. against 1s. 1d. for fifteen towns 
within a radius of 25 miles, they stood as one of the lowest in -price. 
The Mayor (Alderman Wiggins, J.P.) said it was. an excellent result, 
and re-called that in his early association with the Council a loss: year 
after year.was reported on the gas-works. The results. reflected great 
credit on the Engineer and Manager (Mr. W. Rogerson). 
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL AND THE STATUTORY 
PRICES INQUIRY. 





A Meeting of the London County Council was held last Tuesday— 
Mr. R. C. NORMAN (the Chairman) presiding—when the Public Con- 
trol Committee presented the report with regard to the Gas Under- 
takings (Statutory Prices) Inquiry, the main portions of which were 
given on pp. 599-600 of last week’s ‘* JOURNAL.” 


Mr. A. L. Leon, J.P. (the Chairman of the Public Control Com- 
mittee), in moving the adoption of the report, said the difficulty which 
the Select'Committee who inquired into the gas undertakings had to 
face was that there were something like 500 gas companies in the 
United Kingdom into whose circumstances they had to inquire, and 
only six of them were London Companies. The varying positions of 
different gas undertakings made the work of the Select Committee 
extremely difficult; but the Committee were very patient, He at- 
tended many of the meetings; and there was no doubt the companies 
proved that the war had caused very great hardships to manufacturing 
industries—particularly those of the gas companies. The Council’s 
point was that the hardships were not wholly on gas companies, but 
also on a great many other small trades in the country; and all these 
had had to make very great sacrifices, without any compensation at all. 
Therefore there was no justification for asking the ratepayers to find 
£400,000 to maintain the dividends of the companies at what they 
were before the war. There was one correction he wished to make in 
what he saw reported in the technical gas papers. They stated that 
members of the London County Council were members of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons. This was an absolutely in- 
accurate report. The only possible ground for making such a mis- 
statement was that three members of the Select Committee had at 
one time or another been members of the Council; but one of them left 
the Council fourteen years ago, another eleven years ago, and the third 
five years ago. This mis-statement, he was sorry to say, had cast 
some reflection upon the Select Committee, which was extremely un- 
fortunate, and not warranted by the facts of the case. 
the Council were members of the Select Committee. 

The London Gas Companies satisfied the Committee, and their evi- 
dence proved that they had enjoyed very large prosperity for a great 
many years; and now they were having rather a bad time. It was 
felt that the loss they had made during the war was only a loss which 
was suffered by a large number of the community. There were several 
gas companies, like the Southampton Gas Company, who had suffered 
a very real loss. Their coal was commandeered by the Government ; 
and the, Company had no means of getting coal for their works. No 
doubt, there was a very good case shown there why they should ob- 
tain some help. Perhaps it would be thought by many people that 
they were more justified in getting it than the consumers. The Lon- 
don Companies were not concerned with the Provincial Companies ; 
and the report of the Select Committee, on the whole, seemed to him 
very fair. Some of them thought that the London Gas Companies 
should be exempt altogether from any help whatsoever. But, as a 
matter of fact, dividends would have to fall seven-eighths per cent. 
before the recommendation of the Select Committee could come into 
operation in regard to even one of these companies; and this meant a 
rise in the price of gas of something like 7d. per 1000 c.ft. They said 
the increase already borne by the London gas consumers was some- 
thing over £ 3,000,000 a year; and the attempt was made to get this 
43,000,000 made into 43,500,000, or more, in order that the share- 
holders might get a larger dividend than they got before. 

The quality of gas was not considered. Though his Committee had 
reported many times to the Council that the gas was of an inferior 
quality to what the Statute enjoined, they had been very tender with 
the gas companies, because they did not want in any way to hinder 
any of them producing everything they could to help the Ministry of 
Munitions. ‘There was no doubt they were doing a great deal in this 
way. But, of course, there was a considerable variation in the quality 
of the gas. Over one-third of the gas supplied by one gas company in 
London that consumers paid for, gave no heat; and another 15 p.ct. 
It was rather a curious thing. He wanted to satisfy the Council that 
his Committee had dealt with all the gas companies in the most 
lenient manner, and had done nothing which would hamper them in 
any way in producing that which was necessary for munitions. 

The slot-meter users had suffered more than anyone else in London. 
For every 25 c.ft. of gas they used to get 1d., they now obtained only 
16 c.ft. These were the very poorest of the gas companies’ consumers ; 
and he was sure everyone would be sorry they had had to suffer in the 
amount of gas they could buy for 1d. It would mean even a greater 
reduction, of course, if the companies had been permitted to pay the 
dividend they asked to be allowed to pay. The Council had no desire 
in any sense to triumph over the companies. There had been no 
triumph at all. The report was a fair report; and they took it that 
no change would be made in the recommendations if a Bill were 
brought in by the Board of Trade. 

There were two or three small things mentioned at the end of the 
report, which no doubt the Council would approve, and which would 
have to be considered when the Board of Trade brought in the Bill. 
The first was that ‘“‘ due care and management ”’ must be used in the 
manufacture of gas. It was in order to get ‘* due care and manage- 
ment ’’ that the sliding-scale was first introduced, because it was felt 
there was no object in a company having economical management 
when no benefit came to them at all, as they were paying their maxi- 
mum dividend. The sliding-scale made the consumers and the com- 
panies more or less partners. Now every economy in the manufacture 
of gas enabled the company to pay a higher dividend, and the con- 
sumers to pay less for their gas. It was very curious to hear the 
Chairman of the South Metropolitan Gas Company say that he was 
going to adopt more than ever up-to-date methods. He said: ‘“‘ We 
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shall have to reconsider that state of things; and a considerable 
amount of the capital we require is in order that we may, if I may 
make the confession, bring ourselves up to date with regard to carry- 
ing on our business in an up-to-date manner.”’ It was rather curious 
to hear the chairman of a gas company acknowledging that he had 
not carried on his business in an up-to-date manner up to now, and 
that he would make an effort to do it. Altogether the report was 
satisfactory ; and he hoped nothing would be done, in any Bill brought 
in by the Board of Trade, to vary the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee. 
The report was received. 


_— 
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GAS MANAGERS AND MILITARY SERVICE. 








The Local Government Board have come to an agreement with Sir 
Auckland Geddes, under which managers of gas-works of local authori- 
ties will not be called up for medical examination if they are of the 
new military age. This arrangement is liable to reconsideration at 
the end of three months. 


The agreement has been arrived at as the result of a deputation to 
the Local Government Board from the Association of Municipal Cor- 
porations, and applies generally to the leading officials of loca! authori- 
ties, as well as to gas managers. The President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, in reply to the deputation, outlined the arrangement he 
had come to with Sir Auckland Geddes, and the Association of Mun- 
icipal Corporations have now circulated the agreement to municipal 
authorities, 

Oo 


PRESENTATION TO MR. AND MRS. W. B. LEECH. 


A pleasing function took place on Monday of last week, at the Hotel 
Metropole, Leeds ; the occasion being the official **‘ Good-Bye *’ meeting 
with Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Leech, previous to their removal from the 
city. An excellent smoking concert programme had been arranged by 
members of the staff, which contributed greatly to the harmony and 
success of the meeting. 

Alderman W. PENROSE GREEN (the Chairman of the Gas Com- 
mittee) referred with much regret to the approaching severance of Mr. 
Leech from the department, testified to the great respect the Committee 
had for him as an Engineer and the Manager of a very large under- 
taking, and assured both Mr. and Mrs. Leech they would take the best 
wishes of their many friends in Leeds to their new surroundings. 

Alderman G. RATCLIFFE (the Deputy-Chairman of the Committee) 
questioned whether any man who had occupied a high position in 
Leeds left more of the employees of his department sorrowful than Mr. 
Leech will when he leaves the city. He had achieved the happy knack 
of meting out even-handed justice in questions affecting the relations of 
Committee and workpeople; and this had been recognized all round. 
He (Alderman Ratcliffe) would have gone a long way to have kept 
Mr. Leech in Leeds; but as this proved impossible, it only remained to 
wish him and his wife ‘‘ God Speed ’’ to their new home. 

Mr. J. NOON (one of the Labour Councillors on the Committee) and 
Alderman H. Brown also joined in the chorus of appreciation of Mr. 
Leech. The latter gentleman, referring to the large numbers of the 
staff and workpeople present, hoped it might be taken as an indication 
of a coming greater spirit of co-operation in furthering the work of the 
department along lines which are now becoming tolerably familiar in 
the industrial world. 

Mr. C. H. M1iTcHELt. (as senior member), in speaking on behalf of 
the staff, assured Mr. Leech that during the four years he had been 
head of the department he had, by thoroughness, tact, kindness, and 
gentlemanly courtesy, forged a chain of estcem and respect which 
could only be broken by a very severe wrench. The members of the 
staff felt that they were losing a friend, rather than a principal. 

Mr. WADDILOVE (one of the workpeople of the department), on be- 
half of the 908 subscribers, then presented Mr. Leech with a silver 
cigar-box and gold pencil-case, and in doing so spoke of what he con- 
sidered the secret of Mr. Leech’s success with the employees. It was 
that he was always open to reason, that he had been ready at any time 
to listen to a workman, and that he had used unfailing tact and judg- 
ment tempered with good feeling towards the men. He had always 
remembered that ‘‘A man’s a man for a’ that.’? He assured Mr. 
Leech that he carried away with him the congratulations and good 
wishes of every man in the department. 

Miss WADSWORTH, in an appropriate speech, asked Mrs. Leech to 
accept a silver clock, candelabra, and ornaments from the staff and 
workpeople. She referred to the many nice things which had been 
said of Mr. Leech, but claimed that ‘‘ a man is what his wife makes 
him,’’ and so Mrs. Leech was entitled to some of the credit. The 
same respect and admiration was felt for his wife as had been ex- 
pressed for Mr. Leech, and sincerest wishes for future happiness and 
prosperity of both followed them to their new home. 

Mr. LEECH, in replying for Mrs. Leech and himself, alluded to the 
splendid way in which the staff and employees had met the many diffi- 
culties incidental to war time. No less than 346 men of the depart- 
ment had joined the Colours; and he trusted that when they returned 
—some of them possibly broken in body—those in authority would 
remember what these men had done for the nation, and give them 
every consideration. For those left behind, it had not by any means 
been all ‘* beer and skittles.’’ Long hours of work had often been 
necessary ; but all had cheerfully done their best to carry on, and had 
achieved things which four years ago would have been deemed almost 
impossible. The work of the women in the department was also 
fittingly recognized. Taking the department as a whole, Mr. Leech 
affirmed that, if he found his staff at Beckton only one-half as good to 
him, he would indeed be a very happy man. 

Votes of thanks to the Chairman and artistes concluded a happy 
gathering, unique in the history of municipal departments in Leeds. 
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PLYMOUTH GAS COMPANY. 


The Annual Meeting of the Plymouth and Stonehouse Gas Light 
and Coke Company was held at the works on Thursday last.—Mr. 
j. H. ELuis, the new Chairman, presiding. 


The SecRETARY (Mr. G. H. Bolton) read the annual report, which 
stated that the balance to the credit of the profit and loss account was 
£32,001. The Directors recommended the payment of a dividend for 
the half year ended March 31 last at the rate of £4 6s. 3d. p.ct. per 
annum on the ordinary stock, 6s. 13d. per share on the additional 
shares, and 5s. 7$d. per share on the new shares. This would absorb 
£7043; leaving £24,957 to be carried to the credit of the next ac- 
count. The past year had been a very arduous one; the difficulties 
increasing with the prolongation of the war. The output of gas 
showed a slight increase compared with the previous twelve months. 
The working of the tar distilling department continued satisfactory, 
and the greatest exertions had been made to manufacture the products 
required by the Minister of Munitions to the fullest possible extent. 
The Directors regretted to report the loss by death of two of their 
colleagues—Sir Joseph A. Bellamy, the Chairman of the Company 
for the past eighteen years, and Major John Bayly, whose connection 
with the Board extended over a period of nearly twenty years. To fill 
the vacancies thus created, and a pre-existing one, the Board had 
elected Mr. J. H. Ellis as Chairman and Managing Director, and 
Messrs. Godfrey N. Dickinson and Henry J. Langford as Directors. 
After forty-eight years’ service with the Company, the Secretary, Mr. 
H. B. Heath, retired in July last; and the Directors appointed in his 
stead the Assistant Secretary, Mr. G. H. Bolton, who has been with 
the Company for nearly twenty years. 


SPEECH FROM THE CHAIR. 


The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, referred to 
the great loss the Company had sustained in the losses of Sir Joseph 
Bellamy and Major John Bayly. Coming to the accounts, he was 
very glad to be able to say that, with the exception of £1500 for the 
acquisition of Messrs. Finch’s tar distilling works and £3091 for 
stoves and prepayment meters, the capital outlay had not been added 
to. The expended capital stood at the very modest figure of £485,000; 
and it was gratifying to know it was the lowest but one per million 
cubic feet of all the important gas companies in the country—namely, 
£362 per million c.ft. of gas sold. On the expenditure side of the 
revenue account there had been large increases wholly beyond the 
Directors’ control. In the manufacture of gas, coal and oil, carriage, 
repairs and maintenance, and wages accounted for an increase of 
£27,522. All items had increased. The chief were repairs and main- 
tenance, accounting for an addition of 2d. ; coal, 2d.; and carriage no 
less than 83d. per 1000 c.ft. of gas sold. These three items alone 
accounted for more than 1s. of the increase in the price of gas to 
which the Directors had been most reluctantly forced; for this addi- 
tion to the price meant a decrease in the dividend of no less than 
41 tos. p.ct. It was interesting to compare some figures of current 
expenditure with those of the years immediately before the war: 
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Coming back to the past year’s revenue account, they had a decrease 
of £5476, due to the return of excess profits duty. With regard to 
repairs and renewals, they were urgently needed in many cases, but 
they could not get either the men or material to carry them out, and if 
they could get the material the price had increased from 50 p.ct. in 
some cases to as much as 340 p.ct. in others. They had not been able 
to put in the necessary “‘ stitch in time; ”’ and it was his duty to warn 
them that, as deterioration was rapidly progressing, the shareholders 
must be prepared for substantial expenditure on this account in the 
near future. Further, he saw no prospect of a substantial or indeed 
any diminution in the price of commodities. As they knew, only in 
the present week the price of coal had been put up another 2s. 6d. per 
ton; while the recent wages award would involve a sum equivalent to 
another 2d. per 1000 c.ft. of gas. On the revenue side of the account 
they had £30,445 extra from the sale of gas, and £5714 more from 
residuals. The revenue account closed with a balance of £33,144 
carried to profit and loss account; and after providing for the usual 
dividends and debenture interest, carrying £3500 to the credit of the 
renewal fund, £3500 to insurance, £777 to redemption, and allowing 
412,780 for depreciation of investments, they carried forward £24,957 
to the credit of the next account. 
TAR DISTILLING AND CO-OPERATION. 


In the early stages of the war, with the full approval of the Govern- 
ment, the Company acquired the tar distilling works of the late Mr. 
T. H. Harvey; and they had used them in co-operation with other gas 
undertakings of Devon and Cornwall under express parliamentary 
powers for the manufacture of munitions. Co-operation had shown 
that many economies could be and had been secured, and that the 
financial effect was better for the gas industry than the system which 
had been superseded. Antagonism had disappeared, they understood 
one another better, and they produced what the Government required 
at less cost and to the great advantage of the companies associated 
with them. They could do a great deal more in this direction, and 
credit was due to the late Sir Joseph Bellamy and to Mr. F. Kilpatrick 
(the Manager of the tar distilling works) for the work they had done 
through which Plymouth had become the pioneers in co-operation with 





the gas industry. If they were permitted to use their works as in 
peace time, and had unrestricted markets and were at liberty to 
realize the intrinsic value of the articles they produced, instead of 
being restricted in price, they could secure even better financial results 
for themselves and their partners. But they were serving the coun- 
try, and did not complain. They were convinced that extended co- 
operation with other gas undertakings and distillers would conduce 
to further economies, and that improved methods would facilitate re- 
search and increase output during the war, and that the ultimate 
result would be to secure for this country trades which through lack 
of co-operation and research were practically the monopoly of Ger- 
many before the war. There was a very great future before the dye 
industry ; and he had been very much struck by some specimens of 
dyeing resultg which had been obtained through experiments which 
had been carried out recently. They were going to take care that this 
trade was kept in this country, and not one ounce of their produce 
should go to Germany. But they were doing a great deal more for 
the war than this, in the enrichment of the soil with sulphate of am- 
monia. This produce of their works was being taken as quickly as it 
was turned out. With regard to coke, they had plenty at present; but 
the stock was being rapidly drawn upon, and as the winter approached 
would no doubt be readily absorbed. The Board attached the greatest 
importance to the question of residuals. It was some forty years ago 
that he was first associated with the gas industry. At the time it was 
computed that the residual products of gas-works were equal in value 
—the British Association said they exceeded in value—the coal carbon- 
ized. To-day they looked to science, industry, and co-operation to get 
out of coal, which was most economically utilized in gas-works, the 
price they paid for the raw material and the gas it produced in addi- 
tion. In achieving this aim they would assure for the gas industry a 
position which it had not yet attained. There were many directions, 
especially in regard to road transport, in which the industry must 
inevitably be at the front. The demand for dehydrated tar to put in 
proper condition the roads which were now neglected, and for gas, 
light oils, and coke for tractors of various kinds would practically be 
without limit. 
THE RESTRICTION ORDER. 
Trouble had been given to gas consumers by the Government’s recent 
well-intentioned but abortive and harassing Gas Restriction Order. 
It was wasteful to the country, worrying to the consumers, and put a 
great deal of unnecessary work on the staff of the Company. It was 
adopted without consultation with the gas industry. Another Order 
wags now on its way; and the Company would do their best to work it 
whatever it contained ; but as individuals anxious to serve the country 
he appealed to them to use gas for heating and cooking instead of 
more wasteful forms of fuel, but to be as economical as possible in its 
use. Complaints were made that the calorific power and pressure of 
the gas supplied were not up to standard. He admitted it and was 
sorry for it, and would do all he could, in association with his col- 
leagues and their excellent Engineer, Mr. Hoyte, to minimize and 
overcome the inconvenience caused to the consumers. But they were 
bound, not only as duty to the soldiers, but by law also, to take out of 
the gas heat-giving elements to manufacture munitions. As to pres- 
sure, which was admittedly inadequate, the explanation was that 
the influx of people had been so enormous that the mains had become 
too small to fulfil the demands made upon them. They hoped to 
remedy the complaints by removing the cause. There had been great 
difficulty in getting materials for renewing the mains; but a consider- 
able quantity was now promised. With regard to the price of gas, 
there was a widespread fear that the rise in wages and in the cost of 
materials would necessitate another increase. He did not, however, 
think there would be any advance in the price during the current year. 
FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS. 
In regard to the Bill promoted by the Company, and the recom- 
mendations of the Committee on Financial. Hardships, the Chairman 
said the effect of applying the recommendations to their own case 
would be that the ordinary stockholder in the Company was to be 
secured 2} p.ct. interest on his capital. He regarded the report as a 
compromise between the divergent opinions of the members of the 
Select Committee, the effect of which they did not themselves under- 
stand. Their course was to proceed with their Bill, and appeal to the 
House itself for that justice which was admittedly due, but which had 
hitherto been denied them. 
THE COMPANY’S EMPLOYEES. 


The Company’s employees had recently succeeded in obtaining a very 
substantial increase in wages. They did not begrudge it, and would 
pay it cheerfully. He was a believer in high wages and short hours, 
and in good hard work during those hours. This made for efficiency. 
He believed in raising the standard of home life and comfort and in 
participation im profits; and for this reason he was sorry the co- 
partnership scheme had come to an end. A company which had will, 
brain, and heart was at once efficient, successful, and humane; and 
he trusted and believed these qualities were possessed in the Company. 
But they must remember that they had’ 38,000 consumers, representing 
150,000 persons, to whom cheap and good gas was a necessity of exist- 
ence, and nearly 1300 shareholders whose holdings averaged £300 
each, who were receiving less interest than the Government them- 
selves were paying, and many of whom had a severe struggle for 
existence. They had 360 employees. The Directors had the will and 
the heart to improve the condition of all; but whether their brains 
and strength would be equal to the task of harmonizing the respective 
interests, time alone would tell. He appreciated the unanimous request 
of his colleagues to preside over them and’ the cordial’ reception of the 
shareholders, and felt assured that wher the Company were able to 
resume normal working, the porspects of aff interested in it would be 
as bright as ever they were in the Company’s history. In conclusion, 
the Chairman paid a warm tribute to the services of Mr. P. S. Hoyte, 
the Engineer, Mr. Bolton, the Secretary, and’ all members of the staff, 


both men and wemen, for their industry, ability, and loyal’ devotion to 
the interests of the Company. 


In reply to questions by shareholders, 
The CHAIRMAN explained in a little more detail the effect of the 
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Select Committee’s recommendations, and said that as there was to 
be no relief until gas was increased to the almost impossible price of 
4s. per 1000 c.ft., it could not benefit the Company. 

The report was adopted, the dividends as recommended declared, 
and the Directors and Auditors elected. 


a 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIGHTING ASSOCIATION, LTD. 





Lower Price and Higher Dividend. 
The Ordinary General Meeting of the Association was held last 
Wednesday, at the London Offices, No. 90, Cannon Street, E.C.—the 
Rt. Hon. Sir DANIEL F. GODDARD, M.P., in the chair. 


The SECRETARY (Mr. William Cash) read the notice convening the 
meeting ; and the Directors’ report and the accounts were taken as 
read. 

The CHAIRMAN said the report submitted on this occasion was 
certainly a rather remarkable one for a gas undertaking to be able to 
present under current circumstances. Most gas companies in these 
days were raising the price of gas, and lowering the amounts of their 
dividends; but this Company was able to report that it had lowered 
the price of gas, and had increased the amount of its dividend. Most 
companies were confronted with an increased cost of coal—British 
companies at all events. It would have been seen that at home here 
an additional 2s. 6d. per ton had been put upon the price of coal; and 
this applied to all gas undertakings. There had also in this country 
been a very large increase in wages. But in South Africa, coal was 
costing the Company rather less—at any rate no more—than last year ; 
and, although wages had risen a little, they were not in any way com- 
parable with the rise that gas undertakings here and elsewhere were 
experiencing. This was not the result of magic. It was nothing but 
good management and good fortune. He thought he might give an 
evidence of good management. One essential feature of the working 
was a reduction in the unaccounted-for gas, which, in his opinion, 
might be entirely attributed to the care and good work of their new 
Manager at Port Elizabeth. This was really a very important item, 
seeing that the unaccounted-for gas had decreased by 4 p.ct. It was a 
high percentage before, and 4 p.ct. was a material reduction. Their 
Manager held out great hopes that he would be able to do more in this 
respect. The good fortune to which he referred was that trade had 
been looking up very much in Port Elizabeth. The consequence was 
they had sold more gas; and this had had a beneficial effect. The in- 
crease of gas sales amounted to 10 p.ct. in Port Elizabeth; and this 
might be said to be entirely due to the improvement in local trade and 
industries. The gas sales at Grahamstown were down by a small 
amount—about 130,000 c.ft. This was largely because there were no 
local industries at Grahamstown; and war conditions had, of course, 
affected gas consumption. But he was glad to say that in Grahams- 
town the number of consumers increased last year from 830 to 887; 
and the most recent reports showed that they were recovering ground 
there. He therefore hoped the corner had been turned in Grahamstown. 
The decrease to which he had referred in the unaccounted-for gas was 
ij million cubic feet, which was equivalent to about 180 tons of coal; 
and this might be described as a net saving to the Company. All the 
residuals had done very well, and showed larger profits than in the 
previous year. At the last meeting, he mentioned the fact that they 
were now largely carbonizing Colonial coal—in fact, they used it 
altogether except for an emergency such as shortage of delivery of 
Colonial coal, and then recourse was had to their stock of English coal. 
Working practically entirely with Colonial coal made a considerable 
difference to the cost. Last year they were using 94 p.ct. of Colonial 
coal, and only 6 p.ct. of English coal, of which they had a fairly con- 
siderable stock. The financial results of the undertaking had im- 
proved all round. There was really not much to which to call atten- 
tion in the accounts, because, comparing one year with another, it 
would be seen that they were almost the same. For the year there 
was a larger profit due to the matters which he had mentioned—the 
increased business, the reduction of the unaccounted-for gas, the larger 
proportion of Colonial coal used, and the satisfactory return from re- 
siduals. Their Manager reported very hopefully of the future, and said 
the demand for gas during the present year showed an advance over 
last year—something over 10 p.ct. already—which he trusted would 
continue, and even increase. The price of gas was reduced at 
Grahamstown last Midsummer by tod. per 1000 c.ft.; and at Port 
Elizabeth at the commencement of this year, it was brought down by 
5d. The Directors did not pretend the prices charged were low ones; 
but they hoped to be able to further reduce them, and so help on the 
business. But just now was not perhaps the most convenient time to 
do this; for it was very difficult to obtain materials for plant, stoves, 
fittings, and other things; and therefore they could not force an in- 
creased consumption of gas. But they would take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of making an additional reduction in price. It was also very 
difficult just now to carry out repairs and replacements; and some 
were overdue. It was difficult to get this kind of work done. But 
the Board were making provision for it in the accounts—in other 
words, they were putting by money to enable them to execute the work 
as soon as circumstances would allow. But the sharcholders must not 
think the Company had not a sufliciency of manufacturing plant. As 
a matter of fact, they had sufficient to last them for some years; but 
plant required repair and replacement as time went on. From all 
points of view, they had every reason to be satisfied with the results of 
the year’s working. He formally moved the adoption of the report 
and accounts. 


Mr. ANDREW L. Don seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
carried. 

The CHAIRMAN moved the declaration of a dividend of 10 p.ct., 
subject to income-tax, and less the interim dividend already paid. The 
dividend, he mentioned, was an increase of 1 p.ct. 

Mr. HENRY WOODALL, in seconding, said a glance at the accounts 
would show that the dividend was more than justified. The accounts 
revealed a very prosperous state of affairs. They had a good reserve 
fund, a large part of which was invested in war stock and good 





dividend-yielding concerns. Then again it would be seen that the cash 
in hand was considerably in excess of what it had been for some years 
past. Taking all these things into consideration, he thought he was 
justified in saying that, for a good many years, the Company had not 
been in so prosperous a condition. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Proposed by Mr. Don, and seconded by Mr. WOODALL, Sir D. F. 
Goddard was re-elected to his seat at the Board. 

Moved by Mr. F. D. MARSHALL, and seconded by Mr. A. J. 
KINGDON, the Auditor (Mr. Percival D. Griffiths) was re-appointed at 
a fee of 40 guineas—an increase of 10 guineas. 

Mr. F. R. SMITH proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman 
and Directors. He remarked that it was a most unusual thing at the 
present time to find a gas company reducing its price and increasing its 
dividend. When-he opened the balance-sheet, it was certainly a sur- 
prise for him. In the vote he should like to include the officers. The 
new Manager was evidently doing excellently; and the reduction of 
the unaccounted-for gas was a matter on which there ought to be 
congratulation. The Company were most fortunate in both Board 
and officers. 

Mr. G. S. 
agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN, in replying for himself and colleagues, observed 
that the Board were very pleased to know the shareholders were satis- 
fied with the year’s results. He heartily agreed with the inclusion of 
the staff in the resolution. As to their officers, the Board did feel the 
Company were exceedingly well served. It was sometimes a little 
difficult with the works so far away to be quite sure everything was 
going on right. They thought they had an excellent man in Mr. 
Donaldson. He was doing good work, and was taking care to keep 
in touch with the gas consumers, and try to satisfy them where there 
were complants and-so forth. The resolution would be communi- 
cated to the staff ; and they would be very gratified to receive it. 

Mr. CAsH re-echoed what the Chairman had said. The vote was 
always communicated to the officers on the other side, and was 
genuinely appreciated by them, as he knew from the replies made 
when the information reached them. 


att 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE. 


ANDERSON seconded the motion, which was cordially 





An Important Notice to Employers of Labour. 

The Insurance Commissioners (England) desire to bring to the 
notice of employers of labour certain important changes as regards 
the payment of contributions resulting from the National Health In- 
surance Act, 1918, which came into operation yesterday (July 1). 

Cases of Low Wage Earners.—The employer has, in future, to pay 
the whole weekly contribution (7d. for a man, 6d. for a woman) in- 
cluding the State contribution of 1d. in cases to which it applies. He 
can only deduct the same amount from the worker’s wages as hitherto, 
but he can recover the State contributions (where payable) by making 
application to the Commissioners on the prescribed form before the 
end of the half year following that in which the contributions are pay- 
able. 

Section 47 of the Act of 1911.—The section under which an em- 
ployer could pay contributions at a reduced rate in consideration of 
his undertaking to pay wages during certain periods of sickness, is 
repealed. ‘The employer is required in future to pay contributions at 
the full rate, and he has the right to make the ordinary deduction from 
wages, irrespective of any obligation he may be under to continue the 
payment of wages during sickness. Accordingly, as from July 1, em- 
ployers of insured persons in Great Britain will in all cases pay con- 
tributions at the rate of 7d. a week for a man and 6d. a week for a 
woman. For an exempt person—7.e., a man or woman holding a 
current certificate of exemption issued by the Commissioners—the em- 
ployer pays 3d. a week. No deduction may be made from the wages 
of an exempt person. The amounts that may be deducted from the 
wages of insured persons are shown on the contribution cards. 

Further information regarding the duties of employers under the 
new Act is contained in a revised edition of Pamphlet A, which can be 
obtained free of charge from the National Health Insurance Com- 
mission (England), Buckingham Gate, London, S.W.1. 


_ 
—-. 


dias Explosion at Keighley.—A gas explosion occurred, on Satur- 
day morning, June 22, at Haincliffe, Keighley, the residence of Sir 
John Clough. ‘The occurrence was found to be the result of a faulty 
main near the house, which caused gas to accumulate in the basement 
and under the steps of the entrance hall. The first explosion occurred 
near the morning room fireplace, and another, more severe, in the 
entrance steps. The steps were shattered and windows and doors in 
the basement blown out. The fire brigade had to be called. 





Dundee and the Increase in Coal Prices.—The further increase of 
2s. 6d. per ton in the price of coal, and its probable effect on the price 
of gas, were referred to at a meeting of the Dundee Gas Committee 
last week. It was pointed out that this would mean an addition of 
£12,000 to the department for the year in the price of coal; and it 
was not taken into account in the fixing of the estimates and the pric 
of gas. Mr. High (the Convenor) pointed out that the price of gas 
had not been fixed for the year. They could alter it at any time. 


Salford Gas Committee and the Rates.—At the last meeting of the 
Salford Town Council, the following minute of the Gas Committee 
was passed: ‘* Inasmuch as the revenue of the gas undertaking for 
the year ended March 31, 1918, is insufficient to pay fully the sum of 
410,000 to the credit of the district fund of the borough as required 
by the Salford Gas Order, 1912, and the reserve fund being insufficient 
for such purpose, the Council be recommended to pay out of the dis- 
trict fund of the borough, in pursuance of section 5 of Article 13, the 
sum of £533,619 into the revenue of the gas undertaking, such sum to 
be a debt due to and to be repaid to the district fund out of the future 
revenue of the gas undertaking.” 
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THE BRITISH CYANIDES COMPANY, LTD. 


Increased Profits—New Capital Requirements. 

The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the British Cyanides 
Company, Ltd., was held on Wednesday last at the Cannon Street 
Hotel, E.C.—Mr. C. F, ROWSELL presiding. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. F. Street) read the notice convening the 
meeting; and the report of the Auditors (Messrs. Howard Button, 
Hamp, & Co.) was presented by a representative of the firm. 

The CHAIRMAN, after apologizing for the absence of Sir Arthur 
Duckham (who had been called away on important Government busi- 
ness), in moving the adoption of the report and accounts, said that the 
gross profit on trading for the past year was £567,478, as compared 
with £541,881 in the previous year. The manufacturing and general 
expenses had amounted to £528,479, as compared with £21,582; and 
the profit carried to the balance-sheet was £,36,725, as compared with 
£16,040. This indicated a very rapid increase in their earning power ; 
and though the dividend at the rate of 14 p.ct. showed an increase of 
only 2 p.ct., it was hardly necessary to remind shareholders of the 
bearing of the excess profits duty. The prosperity of the Company was 
based on a very largely increased output; and while it disclosed a 
thoroughly sound position, at the same time it indicated very clearly 
that the increasing demands of their business required further cash re- 
sources. For this reason the Directors were recommending an increase 
in the capital by the creation of 100,000 of 5 p.ct. cumulative preference 
shares, and 50,000 ordinary shares, with an immediate issue of 50,000 
preference and 25,000 ordinary shares. It was proposed that the pre- 
ference dividend of 5 p.ct. should be free of tax. The Company had 
an expert staff; and they were extremely fortunate in the fact that 
they had at their disposal new works which enabled them to grapple 
successfully with the problem of supplying the country’s needs with 
many of the refined chemicals which up to the war had been mono- 
polized by Germany. He regretted, however, that one of the inevit- 
able results of this was to put in the background temporarily their 
barium process, in which their technical advisers retained the fullest 
confidence. With all these new matters in hand, it might seem they 
woulu hardly have the time or energy to tackle the very important 
problem of the development of the potash industry in this country ; 
but by careful organization they had been enabled to undertake, in 
conjunction with the Government potash branch, the development of 
the most vital product without interfering with the progress of the 
Company’s other work. While all these new developments had been 
taking place, the whole of their old works had practically been re- 
organized and re-arranged, and brought up to modern lines of effi- 
ciency. After referring to the decision of the Board to acquire the 
works of Messrs. Fred Danks, Ltd., the Chairman remarked that in 
the course of the developments which they had undertaken they had 
naturally been brought into contact with many of the great chemical 
industrial firms who were working to-day. While it was their desire 
to work harmoniously and as closely as possible with all their friends 
in the chemical industry, and to develop the chemical industries of this 
country to the highest possible point by pooling, as far as possible, the 
knowledge which was acquired by all, it was very clearly the opinion 
of the Board that they had stood alone during the period of difficulty 
and stress, and that they had accordingly earned the right to stand 
alone in the future; andit was their intention to do all that was in 
their power to place the Company in the forefront of the chemical 
industries and become recognized as one of the live and increasing 
factors in the chemical trade. 

Mr. KENNETH M. CHANCE, the Managing Director, in seconding 
the motion, said the Company had just successfully passed through 
one of those crises which materially influenced the history of any in- 
dustrial concern. Their difficulty had been solved by the acquisition 
of the firm of Fred Danks, Ltd. During the past year the require- 
ments of Government Departments had been urgent and insistent for 
the production by the Company of new chemical compounds, and a 
largely increased production of some of the compounds the manu- 
facture of which had been undertaken by them during the last two or 
three years. The new factory which was completed just before the 
outbreak of war had enabled them to take up these new developments ; 
but the plant and the buildings at their disposal were already over- 
crowded, and they had no space available for further extension with- 
out jeopardizing the safety of the Company’s existence by occupying 
with plant and buildings the land given up to the storage of coal. It 
was months before the solution of the difficulty presented itself. Once 
it had done so, however, negotiations were carried through with con- 
siderable speed ; and he should be bitterly disappointed if in the future 
the step that was then taken did not stand out as one having far- 
reaching results of a beneficial nature upon the development of the 
Company. They had room to expand where before they were terribly 
cramped; and the work which had been done during the past few 
years in the laboratory and factories of the Company had given almost 
unlimited opportunities for expansion. In practically all the new pro- 
ducts that they were making and had in view, their ultimate aim was 
to capture and hold trade that was formerly monopolized by Germany. 
So far as he was aware, the manufacture of permanganate of potash 
had never previously been carried out on a large scale in this country ; 
and the manufacture of red prussiate of potash was confined to Ger- 
many for many years prior to the war. The Company were now 
making the latter chemical on a scale sufficient not only to meet the 
requirements of this country, but to permit of export to our Colonies 
and allies. They were already making permanganate of potash in 
large and increasing quantities; while the standard of purity that 
they reached in these chemicals was at least as high as, if not higher 
than, anything reached by the Germans. In the manufacture of pure 
carbonate of potash they were told that their product possessed quali- 
fications which were superior to any hitherto purchased from Ger- 
many. The Company were making other chemicals, of course. 

Sir Arthur Duckham, K.C.B., having been re-elected a Director 
of the Company, and the Auditors re-appointed, 

The proceedings concluded with a cordial vote of thanks to the 
Directors, as well as to the staff and workmen of the Company. 





PRICE OF COAL AT THE PIT. 


So as to maintain and regulate the supply of coal, the Board of 
Trade have made an Order substituting for the standard amount of 4s. 
fixed by the Price of Coal (Limitation) Act, 1915, in the case of mines 
in the South Wales and Monmouthshire and Forest of Dean districts, 
a standard amount of 11s. 6d., and, in the case of mines situated else- 
where, a standard amount of gs. 

The Order provides that the price at which coal may be sold or 
offered for sale at the pit’s mouth for use in the United Kingdom shall 
be the price at which coal of the same description was sold in similar 
quantities and under similar conditions affecting the sale at the pit’s 
mouth at the same coal mine on the corresponding date (or as near 
thereto as may be practicable) in the twelve months ended June 30, 
1914, increased by the amounts mentioned. Such price shall be both 
the maximum and, unless the Controller of Coal Mines in any particu- 
lar case otherwise orders, the minimum price. The price of all such 
coal dispatched from the colliery on or after June 24 under any exist- 
ing contract shall be increased accordingly. 

All contracts for the purchase and sale of coal are to remain in force 
subject to this modification. 


- 
=< 


FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS. 





Under the title of ‘‘ Menace to Industrial Investments,’’ the follow- 
ing article appeared in the ‘* Financial Times ”’ for Friday last: 

Sufficient attention has probably not been paid by investors to the 
report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on ‘ Gas 
Undertakings (Statutory Prices).’’ It has a significance, and a not 
very pleasant one, for all investors in trading concerns, and not merely 
for those in gas undertakings. It appears to indicate an attempt by 
the extreme anti-capitalist members of the House of Commons to de- 
preciate the value of industrial enterprises and to establish an absurdly 
low standard of return upon capital invested therein, with the ultimate 
object, as may be surmised, of expropriation by the State on the basis 
of an artificially depreciated market value. 

The evidence of this attack upon industrial capital values is to be 
found in the extraordinary discrepancy between the findings of the 
Committee and their recommendations. The evidence put before them 
established a clear case for substantial relief for gas companies from 
the operation, under abnormal war conditions, of the well-known 
sliding-scale clauses, designed for the control under peace conditions, 
normal or abnormal, of dividends in inverse relation to the price 
charged for gas. Shortly, the clauses were designed to stimulate 
enterprise and reward good (or, conversely, punish bad) management, 
by enabling companies to pay more than their “‘ standard ”’ rates of 
dividend as a consequence of lowering the price to the public. They 
were not designed to penalize heavily the shareholders in gas under- 
takings for the sins of the Kaiser or for the war-time benefit of col- 
lieries, shipping interests, and labour generally. 

The Committee heard full evidence for and against the promoters of 
sundry Bills in which it is being sought not even to maintain pre-war 
dividends in an industry admitted to be as essential to the successful 
prosecution of the war as even the coal mines and transport trades 
themselves, but only to be relieved of a part of the serious reductions 
in dividend which existing Statutes render compulsory as a consequence 
of the substantial rises in the price of gas fixed upon the companies by 
circumstances entirely outside their control. After a long hearing, the 
Committee reported that they “‘ are satisfied from the evidence placed 
before them that some temporary modification of statutory require- 
ments is expedient upon such a basis as will be fair and 
equitable to both consumer and shareholder. It must be remembered 
in this connection,”’ the report proceeds, ‘‘ that while a large number 
of consumers in every case are people of limited means, to whom any 
increase in price is a matter of serious consideration, the capital of 
most companies is distributed in small amounts among a large number 
of persons, also of limited means, and in some cases among the work- 
people of particular concerns, to both of which classes the falling off 
in dividend is a matter of serious importance.”’ 

So far, so good. The drafter of the report was evidently satisfied 
that a good case had been made out for reasonable relief from the 
operation of clauses never designed for operation in the exceptional cir- 
cumstances of a world war lasting over a long period of years; and the 
Committee proceeded to its recommendations, of which the first was: 

That, with the view of maintaining in the public interest the 
stability of gas undertakings, some provision should be made for 
the temporary modification of statutory requirements with regard 
to price and dividend in the case of gas undertakings whose finan- 
cial circumstances have been injuriously affected by causes arising 
out of the war. 

Again, so far so good. But here appears the cloven hoof. Having 
before them a draft report which declared that a good case had been 
established for the modification of the conditions under which share- 
holders have already suffered in some cases a reduction of their pre- 
war dividends by nearly 50 p.ct., the Committee sat repeatedly before 
they could agree upon what modifications they would recommend, and 
finally, as the result apparently of pressure of anti-capitalist influences 
generally, they proceeded to recommend that : 

In the case of any company operating under the sliding-scale or 
the maximum price systems whose dividend on its ordinary stock 
or shares has been reduced to one-half of the standard or maxi- 
mum rate or to one-half of its average dividend calculated on the 
three financial years immediately preceding the war (whichever 
may be the smaller), the sliding-scale or minimum price shall 
cease to operate, and the Company shall be entitled to charge 
such a price for gas as will enable the Company to pay a dividend 
on its ordinary stock or shares at the rate of one-half the standard 
dividend or one-half the pre-war dividend whichever may 
be the smaller. 

Many of the largest gas undertakings have a standard dividend of 
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4 p.ct.; few have a higher standard than 5 p.ct. So that a Committee 
of the House of Commons sets it out as its deliberate opinion that a 
sufficient return to the investors in an industry that, at controlled 
prices, is supplying the country with its high explosives and saved the 
situation in the early days of the war, that is (also at cortrelled 
prices) supplying the farmer with essential fertilizers, and, alsc at 
controlled prices, the Navy with fuel oils and industry with essential 
chemicals, a sufficient return on the capital invested in it is 2 p.ct. 

Is that to be the basis of State or municipal purchase? Or is there 
to be a general campaign by labour against capital for “‘ no dividend 
above 2 p.ct.?”’ What, in short, is the conclusion to be drawn from 
the hopelessly illogical and equally unjust recommendations made by 
this Committee of the House of Commons as a sequel to their finding 
proven a good case for the relief of gas shareholders from the grave 
hardships inflicted upon them by the war? It is desirable that all 
investors in industrial concerns, and not merely gas shareholders, 
should take immediate steps to represent to Parliament, through their 
members, their views upon this grave injustice. 


-_— 
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BELFAST GAS-WORKS ACCOUNTS. 





At yesterday’s meeting of the Belfast Borough Council, the 
annual accounts of the Gas Committee were submitted. They showed 
that for the year ended March 31 the gross profit on the manufac- 
ture and sale of gas and residuals was £51,871, being an increase 
of £513,175 as compared with last year. Adding interest received 
from the bank and the profit on the working of the stoves depart- 
mem, makes a total gross profit of £52,960. From this has to be 
deducted dividends and interest on capital (£16,886) and_ the 
equivalent of interest on redeemed stock (£7937), leaving a net 
profit of £28,136, or an increase of £11,423. With the balance 
brought forward, the total at the credit of the profit and loss account 
is £42,217. From this there are deducted the following items: 
Amount carried to stock redemption account, £9199; sinking fund 
and interest for purchase of old abattoir site, 41233; amount carried 
to reserve for insurance of works, 451600; and the amount carried to 
contingent renewal fund, £3000, leaving a balance of £27,185, out 
of which there has been contributed for dividends and sinking fund 
on the New City Hall stock 411,374, leaving a balance to be carried 
forward at the credit of the profit and loss account of £15,811. 

Alderman JAMES CRAIG, J.P. (the Chairman of the Gas Committee), 
in presenting the accounts, said he hoped the results would be 
satisfactory to the Council. The past year had been a time of great 
anxiety to the Committee, owing to the continued rise in wages and 
price of materials, and also to the difficulty experienced in obtaining 
supplies. Coal was scarce at all times; and in view of the reduc- 
tion in imports to Ireland, amounting to 14 million tons, the posi- 
tion was likely to be very serious in the coming winter. One thing 
was certain—they would ‘have to pay considerably more than under 
present contracts. The coal used amounted to 147,573 tons, the 
cost being £235,185; an increase over last year of 15,111 tons and 
£535»531- The Board of Trade had now made an order increasing 
the price of all coal by 2s. 6d. per ton, ‘which would mean an extra 
cost of about 418,000. During the past twelve months they had 
been in continual trouble over oil supplies. Constant visits to London 
were necessary to impress upon the Government Departments con- 
cerned the seriousness of the position, and the urgent need of further 
supplies. With difficulty, and at a heavy cost, they obtained several 
small deliveries, which were sufficient to keep them going; and he 
was hopeful, in this respect at least, that their troubles would not 
be so heavy this season. Oil cost last year £40,238, an increase of 
£19,061 over the previous twelve months; while the oil used was 
1,141,523 gallons, as against 1,631,321 gallons, a decrease of 489,798 
gallons. Their wages bill showed a steadily rising tendency. The 
total increase at present over pre-war rates was from 75 to 112 per 
cent. In the year under review, the increase over the previous twelve 
months was 417,877, equal to 31 p.ct.; but this would be largely 
increased next year, owing to the heavy advances recently granted. 
Salaries last year advanced by £41429, equal to 7 p.ct. At the same 
lime, the cost of materials and stores had increased over 100 p.ct.; 
and the position became so serious in November last that the Com- 
mittee declared that, if they were to avoid having a deficit to meet 
at the end of the financial year, the price of gas would have to be 
increased. Accordingly, the selling price was fixed at 2s. g}d. per 
1000 c.ft. net. Even at this price, the consumers in Belfast were 
getting their gas at a lower rate than most of the large cities in 
England and Scotland, although the Committee had to pay heavy 
freight charges which the others had not to bear. As long ago as 
1904, the price of gas in Belfast was 2s. 3d. per 1000 c.ft.; and 
now, in war time, with coal and other materials costing more than 
double, it was only 2s. g9}d. This was a fact of which he thought 
the Gas Committee and the Council had reason to be proud. The 
sale of gas realized £319,312, an increase of £975,522; while coke 
and breeze, tar, ammoniacal liquor, and benzolized oif brought in 
an additional £15,093. It was this extra revenue which enabled 
them to meet their liabilities. The total expenditure amounted to 
£431,868, an increase of £83,306; while the income was £483,739, 
an increase of £96,481 over last year. After carrying the usual 
amounts to sinking fund and reserve, and paying £511,374 for divi- 
dends and sinking fund on the New City Hall stock, there was a 
balance of 415,811 to carry forward to credit of profit and loss, as 
compared with £14,081 last year. 
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At the Todmorden Town Council meeting last week, it was re- 
ported that the year ended March last had been as satisfactory as 
could be expected at present. Gas sales increased by 2} million ¢.ft. ; 
and after meeting all expenses, including £1900 for repairs and 
maintenance, there was a gross profit of £7388, leaving a net profit 
of £0968, after payment of interest on loans, dividend on stock, and 
instalment of sinking and redemption fund. 





COAL DIFFICULTIES IN EDINBURGH. 


At a Meeting of the Edinburgh and Leith Gas Commissioners. on 
Monday of last week, the Engineer (Mr. Alexander Masterton) sub- 
mitted correspondence which had taken place between himself and the 
Secretary of the District Coal and Coke Supplies Committee for Scot- 
land (Mr. Robert Baird), with respect to coal supplies for the Com- 
missioners’ works. 


In an accompanying memorandum, Mr. Masterton states that it has 
been the Commissioners’ policy to restore during the summer depleted 
stocks. Foreseeing coal difficulties in 1916-17, 25,000 tons of coal 
were laid down, in addition to 26,000 tons already in store. But in 
the winter of 1917-18, the 51,000 tons were reduced to 29,000 tons, 
owing to short deliveries and various unforeseen causes. It was in- 
tended during the present summer to make up the stock of coal to last 
year’s dimensions; but, on account of the position of the Glasgow 
Corporation Gas Department, these arrangements will be upset. Under 
the Coal Transport Reorganization Scheme, which came into opera- 
tion on July 4, 1917, the area containing the coalfields was divided up 
and allocated to the gas-works in each district—the Commissioners’ 
area being No. 17, the Lothians—and instructions were issued to coal- 
masters prohibiting the moving of coal from one area to another. 

Contrary to this, the District Coal and Coke Supplies Committee 
have issued orders that 3500 tons be taken in June from No. 17 Area 
for the Glasgow gas-works. Consequently, instead of adding to their 
stock, Edinburgh are compelled to remove from store as much as 
250 tons in one day. This is brought about by the fact that their 
requirements of coal are being cut down by 33} p.ct., which is equiva- 
lent to 3500 tons during the month of June. 

In Mr. Masterton’s reply to one of Mr. Baird’s letters, he asked to 
be informed as to whether the District Committee would compensate 
the Commissioners for the extra expense incurred in laying down and 
lifting up coal; but in his answer the question is evaded. By the 
action of the District Committee, it would appear (Mr. Masterton re- 
marks) that the prudence and forethought of the Commissioners are 
being unjustly penalized. 

When in London recently, Mr. Masterton took the opportunity of 
calling upon the Coal Controller and laying the whole case before his 
Assistant, who stated that, as far as he could see at present, this 
arrangement was to endure only for a short period. He also advised 
that if the position became acute a letter should be addressed to the 
Coal Controller, Sir Guy Calthrop. But before this time is reached, 


and matters could be restored to a satisfactory basis, the condition of 
things may become serious. 





COVENTRY GAS-WORKS FINANCES. 


An Excellent Year. 

Much satisfaction is expressed locally with the excellent results of 
the past year’s working of the Coventry Corporation gas under- 
taking, which were placed before the City Council at their meeting 
last Tuesday. 

The adoption of the annual report of the Gas Committee was moved 
by the Chairman (Mr. Caldicott). It showed that the available surplus 
was £45,439; and the Committee recommended that #5000 be paid 
over to the general district fund in aid of the rates; that £13,000 
be set aside to meet the estimated cost of extensions to the water-gas 
plant; and that the balance of £27,439 be carried forward. Mr. 
Caldicott said that, in spite of the increased cost of carbonizing 
materials and labour, the profit for the year was considerably larger 
than last year’s. It was a record profit. The gas sold during the 
year totalled 1789 million c.ft., an increase of 260 millions. The 
abnormal increase in the gas consumed through ordinary meters was 
due to the greater use of gas industrially for the heat treatment of 
metals, as illustrated by the fact that no less than 50 p.ct. of the 
total gas sold last year was used for this purpose; and there were 
undoubtedly great possibilities in the future for the development of 
sales in this direction. The question of gas supply for the coming 
winter had occasioned the Committee considerable anxiety. During 
the period of heaviest demand, the manufacturing plant was not now 
equal to the supply; the deficiency having to be met by drawing on 
the stock of gas stored in the holders on Saturday afternoons and 
Sundays, when the factories were closed. The maximum holder 
capacity was 5 million c.ft., which was only equal to 44 p.ct. of the 
maximum day’s consumption; and the Committee would therefore 
shortly have to consider the installation of an additional holder. Last 
autumn the public were urged to economize in their consumption of 
gas, in view of a possible shortage, which even then would certainly 
have occurred but for the mild weather experienced, and for the fact 
that a large consumer temporarily reduced his consumption by 
400,000 c.ft. per day. This undoubtedly saved the situation. Since 
last January, additional supplies had been requisitioned by munitions 
works amounting to approximately a million c.ft. per diem. To 
meet this estimated increased demand, the Committee had in course 
of erection a water-gas plant of 1} million c.ft. per day capacity. 
It was hoped this would be finished by October. The Committee 
anticipated a very difficult and anxious winter; and in the interests 
of consumers advised, in view of the forthcoming rationing of coal 
and gas on a coal basis, that they should limit their requirements of 
gas to a minimum. 

The report having been adopted, it was agreed to raise the price 
of gas (to meet the increased cost of coal, oil, and wages) from 2s. 4d. 
to 2s. 6d. per 1000 c.ft. om consumptions under 200,000 c.ft., and 
from 2s. 10d. to 3s. for slot-meter consumers. Larger users at lower 
rates will have to pay 3d. per 1000 c.ft. more. 
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_Ammonia Plant for Nelson.—The Nelson Gas Department have 
decided to apply to the Local Government Board for permission to 


borrow £3300 for the installation of a new ammonia recovery plant 
at the Brierfield Gas-Works. ' 
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THE YEAR’S WORK AT BLACKBURN. 


Accompanying the abstract by the Borough Treasurer (Mr. J. H. 
Bailey) of the accounts for the year ended March 25 of the Blackburn 
Corporation Gas Department, is the report to the Gas Committee of 
Mr. J. W. M‘Lusky, the Engineer and General Manager. In con- 
nection with this, it will be recalled that a large re-organization scheme 
has been ‘‘ hung up,’’ in consequence of the refusal by the Treasury to 
grant any borrowing powers beyond £5000 for a tar distillation plant, 
which is now in course of erection. As a result, Mr. M‘Lusky has 
been compelled to create a suspense capital account of £9500, to help 
him to keep the Greenbank works going. Over £5000 of additional 
purely capital expenditure is shown in the revenue account; while 
wages and maintenance are both abnormal, owing to the necessity of 
running the Addison Street works. There has been a very satisfactory 
increase in the income from residuals. 

The total quantity of gas sent out in the past twelve months was 
728,225,000 c.ft., as compared with 719,310,000 c.ft. in the preceding 
year. The average price per 1000 c.ft. was 3s. 4°99d., as against 
38. 3°66d. The price was increased 6d. per 1000 c.ft. to all consumers 
on Jan. 1 last, which effected an increase in revenue of £4939. The 
consumption by ordinary meter shows a decrease of 8,354,000 c.ft., or 
2°3 p.ct., and that of slot-meters a falling off of 5,000,000 c.ft., or 
1°86 p.ct. On the other hand, industrial meters exhibit an increase of 
3,529,500 C.ft., or 8°7 p.ct.; and street lamps took more than double 
the previous year’s consumption. An increase of 7,214,400 c.ft. in the 
consumption in works and offices was due chiefly to the new benzol 
plant being heated by gas and to the Addison Street plant being in full 
work last winter. Owing to the faulty state of many of the mains and 
services, the proportion of unaccounted-for gas rose from 6°17 to 
7°15 p.ct. 

The increased amount of wages paid was 456318, which is equal to 
an addition of 224d. per 1000 c.ft. of gas sold. There are now 87 
employees of the department serving with the forces; and there was 
paid in allowances during the year a sum of £1462. A free supply of 
gas was given to various hospitals, refugee homes, &c. The total 
income from the sale of residual products was £37,488, or 13s. 8°78d. 
per ton of coal carbonized, compared with £526,508, or 10s. 003d. per 
ton of coal carbonized in 1916-17. 

As to the financial results, Mr. M‘Lusky says that on the year’s 
working there is a gross profit of £21,474. This sum is less than last 
year by £56608, and is primarily caused by the increase in the wages 
bill. Coal and carburetting oil cost 410,880 more; but this has been 
more than fully met by the increased income from the sale of residuals. 
Revenue from the sale of gas is more by £2467; and residual products 
have brought in 410,980 more. The net loss on the working of the 
department for the year amounts to 414,149. These results will not 
come as a surprise to those familiar with the enormous handicaps 
obtaining during the present war. In Blackburn the position is ren- 
dered more acute by the unsatisfactory state of the plant at Green- 

_ bank, and the necessity of running the supplementary works at Addison 
Street, to maintain an adequate supply to the public, thereby defeating 
the object of centralization, and adding expense to what was already 
a heavy oncost. No effort has been spared, or will be spared, to make 
the very best of what is freely acknowledged to be a most difficult task. 
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OLDHAM CORPORATION GAS UNDERTAKING.. 





Annual Report and Accounts. 


This year—in place of the late General Manager, Mr. Arthur 
Andrew, who retired twelve months ago—the report and accounts of 
the Oldham Corporation gas undertaking are submitted by Mr. Ernest 
Parry, the Commercial Superintendent. 

The accounts compiled by the Borough Treasurer show a gross 
revenue on the gas-works account for the year ended March 25 last 
amounting to £259,369, and an expenditure of £234,814; the balance 
carried to profit and loss account being £24,555. Deducting interest 
and sinking fund charges, there is a net loss on the year’s working of 
£6560. As against this, there was brought forward from the previ- 
ous year a sum of £6060—leaving a deficiency of £500, to which has 
to be added £7500 transferred to the borough fund and £1650 for 
depreciation on gas cooking-stoves—making a total of £9650 to be 
met out of the reserve fund. 

Coal cost £9303 more than during the preceding year, largely due 
to the increase of 2s. 6d. per ton. However, the whole of the contract 
prices for coal have been brought under review during the year; and a 
saving of nearly 42000 per annum has been effected. Last winter 
season was commenced with a deficiency of something like 10,000 tons 
of coal, as compared with the twelve months previous; but the winter 
season finished with practically the same amount in stock as in the 
preceding year. The inferior quality of coal supplied cost the depart- 
ment several thousand pounds during the year. The weight carbon- 
ized was only 28 tons less than during the preceding twelve months, 
yet the weight of coke and tar made has been considerably reduced— 
2700 tons in the case of the former, and 750 tons in the case of the 
latter. The value of these two residuals would have been not far 
short of 4)4000; and, in addition, the yield of gas per ton of coal used 
has been considerably reduced. 

The net price realized per 1000 c.ft. of gas sold was 2s. 6°28d., as 
compared with 2s. 4°39d. in the year previous. The quantity of gas 
consumed by public lamps was 31,014,000 c.ft. As compared with the 
last year of normal lighting, this shows a reduction of 71,940,000 c.ft. 

From the department 193 men had joined the Colours up to March 25.- 
The amount of allowance made to these men during the year was 
£3983. The payment fixed by the Corporation is 10s. per week for 
single men and a maximum of 16s. per week for married men. During 
the year, the department paid by way of war wage the sum of £512,300, 
which is an increase over the amount paid last year of £9235; and 
this amount will be still further increased during the current year. 


all raw material, it was found necessary to advance the price of gas 
from Dec. 24 last. 

The quantity of gas manufactured at the different stations was: 
Oldham, 263,044,000 c.ft. ; Higginshaw, 536,585,000 c.ft. ; Hollinwood, 
642,665,000 c.ft.; and Hollinwood (water-gas plant), 111,571,000 c.ft. 
This was a total of 1,553,865,000 c.ft., against 1,538,664,000 c.ft. in 
the preceding year, being an increase of 15,201,000 c.ft. The amount 
of coal used in its production was 118,084 tons. The average quantity 
of coal gas made per ton carbonized was 12,214 c.ft. as compared with 
12,803 c.ft. in the previous year. ‘The quantity unaccounted for was 
8-12 p.ct. of that made. The average calorific value of the gas sup- 
plied was 517 B.Th.U. 

The total number of meters fixed on March 25 was 56,128, of which 
10,145 are of the prepayment type. The actual numbeg of consumers 
at the same date was 51,415. ‘There has been an increase in the quan- 
tity of gas consumed in houses and shops of 5,509,000 c.ft., and a de- 
crease of 10,384,000 c.ft. in mills and workshops. The number of pre- 
payment meters in use increased during the year from 9903 to 10,145. 
The quantity of gas consumed through this type of meter also in- 
creased from 108,929,800 c.ft. to 114,300,900 c.ft. 
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GAS AND ELECTRICITY IN NATIONAL KITCHENS. 





In the ** Electricity Supply Memoranda ”’ last week, and again this 
week, comments appear upon letters published by Mr. C. Orme 
Bastian on the above subject. The Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the British Commercial Gas Assocation (Mr. F. W. Good- 
enough) has dealt with Mr. Bastian in the following letter to the 
** Electrical Times; ’’ and it will have interest in conjunction with our 
own comments : 


Before Mr. Orme Bastian begins throwing stones in the shape of allega- 
tions of ‘‘ abuse and false arguments,’’ he should look to his own house. 
He puts forward as a serious argument the suggestion that less than 2 units 
of electricity used as fuel in a national kitchen will do the same amount 
of useful work as ‘‘ upwards of two hundred c.ft. of gas.’’ It is true he 
quotes these figures in connection with an electric-furnace, but he does so 
as his only substantiation for his claim that I have advanced ‘‘ palpably 
misleading ’’ arguments respecting the use of electricity for cooking in 
national kitchens. 

Let me tell Mr. Bastian that actual independent tests of electricity and 
gas for cooking have showed that it only required 14 c.ft. of gas to do the 
same work in the oven as it needed 2 units of electric energy to carry out. 
For hot-plate work, even electricians recommend gas on the score of effi- 
ciency. If Mr. Bastian’s comparisons were within shouting distance of a 
true representation of the case as between gas andjelectricity for cooking, 
why has not electricity swept gas out of the field ? 

Mr. Bastian, in his anxiety for truth, also states that the calorific value 
of gas as supplied under present conditions is less than 375 B.Th.U. If he 
will draw upon official tests instead of upon his imagination, he will find 
that he has no warrant whatever for such a statement. I am quite sure 
your. readers needed no correction to make them realize the value of Mr. 
Bastian’s arguments ; but as he has challenged me personally, I think it 
will be well to put on record an answer. I will not attempt to compete 
with him in the amenities of controversy, 

To the letter the Editor of the ‘* Electrical Times ’’ appends this note : 

In the recent Brighton case, the gas was shown to have fallen to a heating 
value of 338 B.Th.U. per cubic foot on some of the tests. Mr. W. R. 
Herring, M.Inst.C.E., Past-President of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
gave evidence that Brighton gas (presumably a fair example) had in no 
case approached 400 B.Th.U. per cubic foot. How are we to reconcile 
these figures with the claim of Mr. Goodenough? Or is there something 
remarkable in the Brighton climate, as the doctors always have claimed ? 


As an answer to this confession of ignorance and attempted show of 
wit, the Editor of our contemporary may be referred to the latter part 
of a note on p. 588 of our issue for June 25. 


_ 
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A GAS, ELECTRIC, AND STEAM NATIONAL KITCHEN 
IN THE CITY. 





The daily newspapers have made a special feature among miscel- 
laneous news of the starting last week of the first National Kitchen 
and Restaurant in the City. This is in New Bridge Street; and the 
new venture so far has proved a great attraction, due to the combina- 
tion of novelty and moderate prices. In the public announcements, 
the electrical part of the equipment has received considerable notice— 
the fact that a goodly portion is gas and steam heated seems to have 
escaped attention. But, as a matter of fact, there are on the ground 
floor a gas-griller, a gas hot-plate, a ‘‘ Stockport ’’ stand, a gas-heated 
steamer, a 30-gallon single-cased gas-boiler, and a 30-gallon jacketted 
gas-boiler. In the basement there are fixed a large gas-cooking stove 
(usual oven and hot-plate type), and a gas fish-fryer. The steam 
equipment consists of tea and coffee boilers, several vegetable or soup 
boilers, a large steamer, and a calorifier for producing hot water. 
The steam is generated by a coke-boiler, except in the case of the 
apparatus that is gas-heated. The electrical contribution are two 
roasting-ovens, a two-ticr pastry-oven, and a grill toaster. In the 
basement is an electric fish-fryer, as well as a three-ticr pastry-oven. 

This restaurant, it may be added, is one of the many important 
experiments for carrying into operation the latest scheme designed by 
the Kitchens Department (the head of which is Alderman C. F. 
Spencer) of the Ministry of Food to deal, in the interests of the general 
consumer, with the present food scarcity. It is intended to meet the 
public need by providing good, substantial meals, well'cooked by the 
latest methods, and supplied at reasonable prices; but, be it observed, 
no question of charity is to enter into the transaction. The restaurant 
will be completely self-supporting. It is expected that it will pay not 
only the cost of upkeep, such as rent and taxes, wages, and cost of 
food material, but will also redeem the capital expenditure on the 





Owing to the very great increase in wages, and the increased cost of 
ys S 





installation of the cooking stoves and kitchen apparatus generally. 
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The objects of the new venture are to cater primarily for the middle- 
class people who work in newspaper and other offices and places of 
business in the neighbourhood. But, during the hours when it is open 
—II a.m. to 9.30 p.m.—it will welcome anybody who feels inclined to 
enter (if he or she can get in) and pay the price demanded for a meal. 
The food, both hot and cold, will be provided to be consumed on the 
premises ; but, in addition, customers who are prepared to carry away 
anything they want, may do so. The food in such instances will be 
conveyed in enamel containers; a small deposit for the vessel being 
left, which will be refunded on its return. The restaurant will contain 
accommodation for some 170 persons ; but it is expected that the mani- 
fest advantages of obtaining good, wholesome, and well-cooked food at 
such a low price will render the establishment so popular that an ex- 
tension of the premises will be speedily necessary. This is already 
under contemplation. The prices charged are approximately: Soup, 
2d.; fish (steamed or fried), 6d.; meat, 6d.; puddings, 4d.; various 
dishes, such as bacon, &c., 3d.; vegetarian dishes, from 6d. to 8d. 
Mrs. Young, an Inspector under the Ministry of Food, is in entire 
control of the restaurant. Under her is the General Controller (Mrs. 
Clarence Rook), who in turn is assisted by four waitresses. The 
kitchen staff consists of two ladies, who will act respectively as cook- 
ing supervisor and under-cooking supervisor. Under them are a staff 
of about fourteen ordinary cooks, scullery-maids, &c. A man will deal 
with the boilers. 
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Strike at Deal.—A claim by the employees for an advance of tos. 
per weck in their wages, has led to a strike at the works of the Deal 
and Walmer Gas and Electricity Company. This necessitated a cur- 
tailment of supplies to consumers, with a view to the husbanding of 
the Company’s resources, which naturally caused great inconvenience 
throughout the district. 

Increases of Prices.—The Pudsey Gas Company have announced 
an advance of 4d. per 1000 c.ft. in the price of gas, as from the last 
meter reading in June. The Rossendale Union Gas Company have ad- 
vanced the price of gas 2d. per 1000 c.ft.; and the Wilmslow and 
Alderley Edge Gas Company, 5d. The Preston Gas Company are in- 
creasing their price 3d. per 1000 c.{ft. 

Congratulations at Devizes.—Referring to the past year’s working 
of the Devizes Corporation gas undertaking, the ‘‘ Wiltshire Gazette ”’ 
says that the Engineer and Secretary (Mr. W. J. Rendell Baker) is to 
be congratulated upon the results. The Auditor’s report shows a 
gross profit for the year of £2425, as against a loss of £192 in 1916-17. 
Deducting £485, the amount carried to the reserve account for de- 
preciation of plant and premises, there is left a net profit for the year 
of £1940, as compared with a loss of £675 twelve months ago. 
Owing to this excellent result, the Gas Committee are in a position to 
grant an extra discount of 5 p.ct. to consumers. This is equal to a 
reduction of 3d. per 1000 c.ft., which, with the 5 p.ct. already given, 
reduces the price from 4s. 7d. to 4s. 1d. per 1000 c.ft. The concession 
also applies to prepayment consumers. 





CURRENT SALES OF GAS PRODUCTS, 


The London Market for Tar, Tar Products, and Sulphate. 


Lonpon, July 1. 

In the London market, pitch continues the chief item of interest ; 
and there are plenty of inquiries for next season’s delivery. The price 
is very firm at not below 55s. per ton net at makers’ works. Stocks 
of creosote, fuel oils, and tar spirits are being cleared at the prices 
fixed by the Government. Solvent naphtha remains unchanged at 
from 3s. 103d. to 4s. per gallon at makers’ works, for 95-160 quality. 
Anthracene, 48-50 p.ct., is still 6d. per unit, in casks, at makers’ 
works. Business is recorded in 60° crude carbolic acid at 2s. 6d. per 
gallon, in sellers’ tank trucks, at sellers’ works. 

Deliveries of sulphate of ammonia are proceeding regularly under 
Government authority. 





Tar Products in the Provinces, 
July 1. 

The average values for gas-works products during the week were: 
Gas-works coal tar, 27s. 3d. to 31s. 3d. Pitch, East Coast, 25s. to 
30s. per ton; West Coast—Manchester 25s. to 30s., Liverpool 25s. 
to 30s., Clyde 25s. to 30s. nominal. Benzol 90 p.ct., North, 1o}d. 
to 114d.; 50-90 p.ct., naked, North, 1s. 3d. to 1s. 4d. Toluol, naked, 
North, 2s. 3d. Coal tar crude naphtha in bulk, North, 73d. to 84d. 
Solvent naphtha, naked, North, 3s. 6d. to 3s. 7d. Heavy naphtha, 
North, 2s. 11d. to 3s. rd. Creosote, in bulk, 4d. to 44d. Heavy 
oils, in bulk, North, 43d. to 5d. Carbolic acid, 60 p.ct. East and West 
Coasts, 2s. 6d. to 2s. od. naked, nominal. Naphthelene salts, £96 to 
£7, bags included. Anthracene, *‘ A’? quality, 4d. to 6d. per unit; 
*B” quality, 13d. to 2d. 


FROM A MARKET CORRESPONDENT. 


Tar Products. 








Conditions and quotatious in the tar products market are very little 
altered on the week. London pitch remains at 55s.; and there is a 
good demand for next season. In the Provinces, quotations are well 
maintained, and in some places are above the uniform rate of 30s. per 
ton which was arranged some time ago. This refers particularly to 
East Coast ports. South Wales remains at 40s. to 42s. per ton. Tar 
is without change; very fair quantities being disposed of under 
licence. There is not much being done in solvent naphtha. Prices 
are, however, fairly steady in the Provinces, although London tends 
to irregularity. Heavy naphtha is pretty firm; but it is a question 
whether the price of 3s. to 3s. 3d. is really justified. Refined naphtha- 
lene is lower, at from £28 to £30 per ton. This is due mainly to the 
absence of foreign demand on account of shipping difficulties. Crudes 
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remain at the usual wide range of quotations. Much interest centres 
in carbolic acid, in view of the fact that the control period has now 
expired. Probably the effect is well discounted; but it would seem 
that some arrangement has been come to in the trade, as 60’s are 
offered at 2s. 6d. to 2s. gd. and 50’s at 2s. 33d. per gallon, with 23d. 
more when casks are included. At the same time, 1s. 1d. to 1s. 2d. 
is charged for crystals. The latter price is, of course, a paying one; 
and it is too soon as yet to adjust prices to a proper basis—they will 
probably change, and to a lower level. Cresylic acid is offered at 
3s. 3d. per gallon. Anthracene is unchanged ; but aniline oil and salts 
are both on offer—producers being willing, apparently, to accept lower 
rates, which still show good profits to makers. Creosote is steadily 
absorbed at fixed prices; and benzol and toluol are in heavy demand on 
official account. The range of quotations is as under: 

Benzol: 90% London, 1s. o}d., North 104d. to 114d.; 50% North 
1s. 4d. to 1s. 5d. naked per gallon. 

Carbolic Acid: 60% East and West Coast 3s. 6d. per gallon; crystals 
40% 1s. 3d. per Ib. 

Crude Tar: London 32s. 6d. to 35s. ; Midlands 27s. to 29s. ; North 
28s. to 30s. per ton, ex works. 

Pitch: London 52s. to 55s. f.o.b. works; East Coast, 33s. f.o.b. ; 
West Coast, 31s. f.a.s. ; Manchester, 30s. ; Clyde 29s. ; South Wales 42s. 

Solvent Naphtha: Naked London 90-190% 4s. 6d. ; North 3s. od. to 
4s. per gallon; 90-160% naked London 4s. 3d. to 4s. 6d.; North 4s. 
to 4s. 3d. per gallon. 

Crude Naphtha: Naked 30% 83d. to 83d. ; North 63d. to 64d. 

Naphthalene: Refined £30 to £32 10s. ; salts 80s., bags included. 

Toluol: Naked, London 2s. 4d. ; North 2s. 3d. 

Creosote: Nominal, London 43d.; North 4d. to 43d. (Government 
price, 75s. per ton f.o.b.—equal to 44d. per gallon) ; heavy oil, 43d. per 
gallon in bulk. 

Anthracene: “A” quality, 40-45%, 44d. per unit; “‘B”’ quality, 
12d. to 23d. 

Cresylic Acid: 95%, 3s. per gallon; 97-99%, 3s. 3d. to 3s. 6d. per 
gallon, casks included ex works London and f.o.b. other ports. 

Grease Oils 18° Tw. (naked) £6 per ton f.o.r. makers’ works. 


Sulphate of Ammonia. 


The future of the export trade has been brought to the front again 
by the announcement that only 545 tons were exported last month. 
The question as to what is to be done with the large surplus product 
when synthetic processes are in operation after the war, still remains 
unsolved. The position at home remains satisfactory for the present ; 
very large quantities still being utilized for munitions purposes. 


Manchester District Tar Prices. 


The average price realized for tar in the Manchester district, based 
on the value of the products for the month of May, was 37s. 33d. per 
ton. 





Cheap Gas at Hinckley. 


The annual report of Mr. Fred Lee, the Manager of the Hinckley 
Urban District Council Gas-Works, shows a gross profit on the year’s 
working of £4387, which, after deducting interest and sinking fund, is 
reduced to a net profit of £1804. Loans amounting to £1220 had 
during the year been repaid; bringing down the total now owing to 
419,914. The total income had been £22,474; receipts for gas show- 
ing an increase of £51242 over last year. Coke was £39 less, and tar 
brought in £114 more. The total expenditure was £,20,579. The 
price of gas was increased by 3d. per 1000 c.ft. in the March quarter. 
The average prices for the past three years being: 1914, 2s. 5°94d. ; 
1915, 2S. 608d. ; 1916, 28. 7°37d. ; 1917, 28. 7°34d. ; and 1918, 2s. 9°31d. 
There was manufactured 116,052,000 c.ft. of gas; and 112,992,300 c.ft. 
were sold—an increase of 2,439,500 c.ft. over last year. Gas un- 
accounted for amounted to 1,728,500 c.ft., or 1°49 p.ct. Mr. Lee added 
that it would not be necessary to increase the price of gas—as was 
anticipated—unless there were further increases in the cost of materials 
andlabour. At the meeting of the Urban District Council, the adoption 
of the report was moved by Mr. G. Kinton, J.P., who remarked that 
the increase in the price of coal cost £650 in six months; and they 
received no corresponding increase in the price of residuals. The 
average increase in the price of gas since the war started was only 
32d. per 1000 c.ft.; while they were paying 7s. 6d. per ton more for 
coal than in 1914, wages had gone up £1000, and rates and taxes 
alone were costing 13d. per 1000 c.ft. more. As soon as circumstances 
allowed, considerable expenditure would be necessary to keep the 
works and plant in a satisfactory condition. It was owing to Mr. 
Lee’s excellent management and forethought that the works stood in 
such an excellent position to-day. 


_— 
= 


Accident at the Horsham Gas-Works.—A verdict of ‘* Accidental 
death ’’? was returned by the Coroner’s Jury who inquired into the 
circumstances attending the death of William Stoner, Works Foreman 
of the Horsham Gas Company. The evidence showed that deceased, 
who had been in the service of the Company for nearly forty years, 
was engaged with other men in removing two old valve-spindles on the 
exhauster and a flange from the outlet. A small amount of gas 
escaped ; but manufacturing operations were stopped, and other pre- 
cautions taken to minimize the amount set free. Subsequently, the 
deceased collapsed ; and efforts to resuscitate him, on the arrival of a 
doctor, were unavailing. It was stated by the doctor that, as the re- 
sult of a post-mortem examination, he found evidence of considerable 
over-exertion ; while the condition of the blood and vessels was con- 
sistent with gas poisoning. The organs were not those of a sound 
man, and witness attributed death to the result of gas poisoning while 
deceased was in a condition of lowered vitality as the consequence of 
extra strain. The Jury made a strong recommendation that in future 
a cylinder of oxygen should be handy in case of need, and that gas 
masks should be used on such work. 
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Wholesale Prices of Petroleum Products: 


The Board of Trade have issued an Order prohibiting wholesale 
dealers from selling the following (among other) petroleum products 
except at the prices specified : 

Gas oil.—In bulk ex wharf, 1s. 4d. per gallon. 

For delivery in barrels ex wharf, 24d. per gallon additional. 

Fuel oil.—In bulk ex wharf, £14 per ton. 

For delivery in barrels ex wharf, 24d. per gallon additional. 


_ 
—— 


Meters Used for Stand-By Supplies. 


The Stockport Corporation Gas Committee have, on the suggestion 
of the Engineer (Mr. S. Meunier), approved of the following quar- 
terly charges being made in the case of consumers not taking a 
supply of gas sufficient to justify their retention of a meter. 





Gas to be Consumed on 
Payment Made to 
the Amount of 
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Record Make at Monifieth—Mr. J. D. Luck, Gas Manager at 
Monifieth, has been thanked by the Town Council for the successful 
manner in which he has carried on the works during a year of excep- 
tional difficulties. The gas made last year was 21,521,400 c.ft., or 
an increase of 6,281,300 c.ft. over the previous year, and constituting 


a record for the town. Mr. Luck was formerly Assistant Gas Manager 
at Hawick. 


Complaints about Accrington Gas.—Complaints regarding the poor 
quality of the gas supplied for cooking were made at the last monthly 
meetings of the Accrington Trades and Labour Council, the Church 
District Council, and by other local bodies in the area served by the 
Accrington Gas and Water Board. All the complaints refer to the 
calorific quality. Our Lancashire correspondent suggests that, in 
order to reduce these complaints, liberal use should be made of the 
excellent circulars drafted for this purpose by the British Commercial 
Gas Association when the reduction in calorific power to 500 B.Th.U. 
became fairly general. They were used, he says, with excellent 
success in the Manchester district, so should serve a similarly useful 
purpose elsewhere. 





D.C.M. for Darwen Gas-Works’ Labourer.—Private R. J. Smith, 
East Lancs. Regt., who at the outbreak of war was a labourer at the 
Darwen Gas-Works, has been awarded the D.C.M. for gallantry in 
the field. At the present time, he is a prisoner of war in Germany. 
Thirty-four years of age, he first enlisted sixteen years ago, and was 
a reservist when war broke out. He has twice been wounded. 


Increased Consumption at Blackpool.—Despite the Rationing 
Order, the gas consumption in Blackpool during the past six weeks 
increased so rapidly as to create a serious problem for the Gas Com- 
mittee. This comes about because of the coal shortage, and the 
reiterated demand of the Coal Controller that there must be a reduc- 
tion in the amount of coal carbonized. In the four weeks ending 
June 15, the night consumption was close upon 17,000,000 c.ft., and 
the day consumption more than double this, or a total of 514 millions. 
This compares with 46 millions for the corresponding period of last 
year, or an increase of 11°34 p.ct. The coal now being received at the 
works averages about 850 tons a week; and with the commencement 
of the busy season last week-end, it is estimated that fully 1500 tons 
weekly would be required. 

Fixed Hire Rates for Private Wagons.—It has recently come to 
the notice of the Minister of Munitions that in many cases unreason- 
able rates of hire are being demanded for privately-owned railway 
wagons. The Minister, therefore, has decided that, in the administra- 
tion of the Order of Dec. 29, 1916, made by him under the Defence of 
the Realm Regulations (Controlling Second-Hand Railway Material), 
no permits for hiring will be granted at rates exceeding the following : 
12-ton wagon, 8s. 3d. per week; 10-ton wagon, 7s. 3d.; and 8-ton 
wagon, 6s. 6d. These rates to include the keeping of the wagon in 
repair by the lessor. All applications for sanction to hiring agree- 
ments at present awaiting decision will be dealt with on the above 
basis ; and notification will be made to those concerned by the Railway 
Materials Licences Department, Ministry of Munitions, Whitehall 
Place, S.W.1. 

Increase of Price in the Wandsworth District.—In an intimation 
to the consumers of the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and Epsom District 
Gas Company, the Secretary (Mr. C. W. Braine) says the Directors 
much regret to have to give notice that the price of gas must again be 
increased by 4d. per 1000 c.ft., mainly to meet the recent award by the 
Board of Trade Arbitrator advancing the rates of wages of all the 
classes of the Company’s workmen. The increase involves a corre- 
sponding reduction in the dividend to the shareholders, and also affects 
the profit-sharing bonus to the Company’s workmen. The dividends 
of the Company have been already so seriously reduced that the con- 
sumers may accept the assurance that at the earliest possible oppor- 
tunity the price of gas will be reduced, so as to restore the return to 
the shareholders, which is now quite inadequate. The increase will 
date from the taking of the meter indices at the Midsummer quarter. 
The increased charges are as follows: Wandsworth limits, 3s. 5d.; 
Wimbledon limits, 4s. ; Epsom limits, 4s. 5d. 














NATIONAL KITGHENS.—Standardized Gas Cooking Appliances. 
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Carlton Works, 
Armley, Leeds. 
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Authorized for Cooking 500 Meals, or 1200 to 1500 Portions. 
Apparatus Manufactured and Supplied by 


WILSONS & MATHIESONS Lt. 


Lonpon Orricr— 
76," QUEEN STREET, 
CHEAPSIDE, E.C, 
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Increase in Edinburgh Gas Sales.—The Treasurer of the Edin- 
burgh and Leith Gas Commissioners (Mr. A. Canning Williams) re- 
ported on the 24th ult. that the quantity of gas sold during the 
spring quarter showed an increase of 4°56 p.ct. on that for the cor- 
responding quarter of last year. He also intimated that the total 
sale of gas for the year ended May 15 was 1,979,839,100 c.ft., of 
the value of £346,746—an increase of 105,725,000 c.ft. (5°64 p.ct.) in 
the quantity, and of £36,931 in the value. 

Charges for Gas to Large Consumers at Stockport.—At the last 
meeting of the Stockport Town Council, the Gas Engineer (Mr. S. 
Meunier) submitted correspondence which had passed between the 
Ramie Company and Messrs. Crossley Bros., with reference to the 
special agreements in their case, requesting them to suspend these 
agreements for the period of the war, and to come into line with the 
ordinary consumers by paying the increased prices. He submitted a 
letter from the Ramie Company stating they were willing to do this, 
and to pay 3s. 9d. per 1000 c.ft., as though they were consumers 
within the borough, subject to the usual discounts. It was resolved 
that the offer be accepted. A letter was also read from Messrs. 
Crossley, stating that they were willing to suspend their agreement. 

Causes of Another Increase in Price at Rochdale.——At Thurs- 
day’s meeting of the Rochdale Town Council, a proposal will be sub- 
mitted that the price of gas be further advanced 6d. per 1000 c.ft. 
The Gas Committee held a special meeting last week-end, when Mr. 
T. Banbury Ball (the Gas Engineer) said the working costs of the 
undertaking this year are estimated to be up by no less than £23,375. 
Extra charges already operative will account (on the basis of last 
year’s consumption) for raising £12,385 of this—£10,385 coming 
from gas sales, and £2000 for coke. The difference will be made up 
by the new increase of 6d. per 1000 c.ft., representing £11,244. The 
increased expenditure of £23,375 is made up of £8750 extra in 
wages, £10,000 more for coal, and the remainder for additions on 
rates, taxes, and interest charges. 

Yorkshire Price Advances.—The new advance in the cost of coal 
and steady advances in wages, &c., have compelled many Yorkshire 
gas departments to make a further advance in gas charges, as from 
the end of June. The Selby District Council’s prices go up from 
2s. 7d. to 3s. 11d. per 1000 c.ft. Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd 
Gas Board raise theirs by 6d. The Dewsbury Corporation advance 
charges from 3s. 4d. to 3s. 8d. per 1000 c.ft. through ordinary 
meters for lighting; from 2s. 6d. to 2s. 10d. for heating and power; 
and slot-meter rents from 6d. to 1s. per quarter. The Spenborough 
Urban Council have put up their charges for gas for power 5d., and 
for ordinary lighting 2d., and have abolished discounts hitherto 
allowed to slot-meter users. The Mirfield Gas Company have in- 
creased their charge 5d. per 1000 c.ft. all round; and the Longwood 
and Slaithwaite Gas Company 3d. The Todmorden Corporation prices 
go up from 3s. 6d. to 4s. per 1000 c.ft. (less 123 p.ct. discount) for or- 
dinary consumers ; from 3s. to 3s. 4d. (less 12} p.ct.) for power. For 


The Brownhills Gas Company Fined.—At the Lichfield Police 
Court, on Friday, the Brownhills Gas Company were summoned for 
having had an unjust weighbridge in their possession on June 19. 
It was alleged that the machine was 28 lbs. out of balance as against 
the customer; and the Company were fined 20s. 


The Brighouse Town Council have decided to reduce the discount 
to ordinary gas consumers by 3d. per 1000 c.ft. (the net price being 
3s. 1d.), and to charge a rental of 1s. per quarter on slot-meters. 


The Stone (Staffs.) Gas and Electricity Company having asked 
the Board of Trade for an extension of two years for the completion 
of their undertaking, the Board have granted an extension of twelve 
months. 

Corporal W. J. C. Cotton, D.C.M., the Northern and Midlands 
Representative and Sales Manager of Messrs. George Hands & Co., of 
Farringdon Road, E.C., is now home from active service in France, 
for the purpose of entering an Officers’ Training Corps. 

A pleasant interlude to their strenuous labours on urgent Govern- 
ment work was provided for the staff and employees at the Davis Gas 
Stove Co.’s Luton works on Saturday afternoon, the 22nd ult.; the 
Committee and members of the Davis Athletic and Social Club having 
arranged an ‘‘ Open Day’? on the sports ground adjoining the foundry 
and works. There were interesting competition games; and the occa- 
sion was marked by the personal presentation of two handsome tennis 
challenge cups, one each for the ladies’ and gentlemen’s sections, by 
Mr. Cyril G. Davis, and of replicas of these for the winners of last 
season’s singles totrnament by Mr. Harold N. Davis, who also pre- 
sented a bowling cup. Miss Addis Price, supported by the Company’s 
Chairman (Mr. H. Addis Price) presented a cup for open competition ; 
other bowls and cricket trophies being also displayed. Hearty ap- 
preciation was shown by those present both of the Directors’ attend- 
ance at the gathering and of the keen interest which they have con- 
sistently shown in the welfare of the Club. 








NEWSPAPERS FOR NEUTRAL COUNTRIES. 





The Secretary of the War Office has issued the following order : 

The public are informed that newspapers and other printed 
publications will not be sent to Neutral Countries unless they are 
posted direct from the office of publishers or newsagents who have 
obtained permission from the War Office for this purpose. Persons 
desiring to send newspapers, &c., to Neutral Countries should, 
therefore, give their orders for execution to publishers or news- 
agents who have obtained such permission. 


The Publisher of the ‘‘ JoURNAL”’ has obtained the required per- 
mission of the War Office; and he will, on receipt of instructions, 





prepayment meters the rebate of 4d. per 1000 c.ft. is discontinued. 


forward copies direct from the office to any neutral country. 
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Darwen Gas-Workers’ Wages.—The Darwen Corporation General 
Purposes Committee, at their last meeting, decided (subject to the 
approval of the Town Council this week) to grant advances to the 
employees at the gas-works, which bring the increase on pre-war 
wages to 16s. per week—exclusive of the 12} p.ct. war bonus. 

Stockport Women Gas Workers and War Bonus.—At the last 
meeting of the Stockport Town Council, a letter was read from the 
General Secretary of the Municipal Employees’ Association stating 
that, as the award of the Committee on Production of March 8 last 
does not apply to women, he is forwarding a claim for arbitration to 
the Chief Industrial Commissioner, and would be glad to hear that the 
Corporation were agreeable to the case being decided in this way. 
Mr. S. Meunier (the Gas Engineer) reported that he had been in com- 
munication with the Ministry of Munitions in relation to women’s 
wages, and had pointed out that the women in the Stockport Gas- 
Works were being paid more than the maximum fixed. He also re- 
ported that he had had a reply from the Ministry stating that, in these 
circumstances, they did not propose to go further into the matter. 
The Council resolved, on the motion of Mr. Jas. Welsh (the Chairman 
of the Gas Committee), that the Town Clerk inform the Municipal 
Employees’ Association and the Chief Industrial Commissioner’s De- 
partment of the correspondence which had passed. 








An Increase in Price at Birmingham.—At a meeting of the Bir- 
mingham Gas Committee on Monday of last week, under the presi- 
dency of Sir Hallewell Rogers, it was decided, in consequence of the 
further advance of 2s. 6d. in the price of coal, to recommend an 
increase in the charges for gas. ‘Their recommendation will be sub- 
mitted to the City Council at to-day’s meeting. An advance of 2s. 6d. 
on the tonnage of coal to be carbonized before the end of the present 
financial year represents an additional expenditure of at least £100,000. 
The present charge to ordinary consumers for gas is 2s. 8d. per 
1000 ¢.ft., less 5 p.ct.; and the Committee recommend an all-round 
increase of 4d. 

Bury (Lancs.) Gas Workers’ Holidays with Pay.—The Bury 
(LLancs.) Gas Committee have been asked by the Bolton and District 
(;as-Workers’ Union to reconsider their decision regarding the men’s 
holidays—a request having been made, and refused, that they should 
have a week’s holiday, with pay. It was decided that the resolution 
should be rescinded, and that the following holidays should be allowed 
to men employed at the works: Carbonizing men and other men em- 
ployed at the gas-works, four days during the annual local holiday 
week, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, and Good Friday. Other 
classes of workers, three days during the local holidays, and the three 
other days mentioned, with pay. 
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WANTED, FOR SALE, CONTRACTS, &c., ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS WEEK’S “JOURNAL.” 


Appointments, &c., Vacant. 
ENGINEER AND MANAGER. Southend Gas Company 
Applications by July 12. 


ENGINEER AND GENERAL ManaGER. Accrington Gas 


and Water Board. Applications by July 20. 
CHEMIST. aig ge Gas and Water Company. 
Cuemist. No. 6466. 

GeneRAL Works Foreman. No. 6464. 
BrokER AND GENERAL HAND. Halesowen Gas- 

Works. . 

In Testina LABoratory. No. 6468, 


Appointments, &c., Wanted. 
Maenesia Rina Manuracture. No. 6465, 
Work sy Civin EnGiIneer. No. 6467. 


Plant, &c. (Second-Hand), Wanted. 


Tank WaGon (Hire or Purchase). Davies, Tottenham, 


| 
| Plant, &c. (Second Hand) for Sale. 
Lamp STANDARDS AND Brackets. Bacup Electricity 
Department, 


Pirzs. West Hartlepool Gas and Water Company. 
Tender by July 6. 


PuriFieRs, Draycott Gas Company. 
Peririers. Shirebrook Gas-Works. 





TENDERS FOR 
Coal. 
ee Ursan Districr Counc, Tenders by 
uly 9. 
Westsury Gas Company. Tenders by July 12. 


General Stores (Meters, Brass and Gun Metal 
Goods, Pipes, &c.). 


SatForD Gas DEPARTMENT. 
Tar. 
Penrith Gas DEPARTMENT. Tenders by July 1, 








NOTICES TO 


CORRESPONDENTS, ADVERTISERS, AND SUBSCRIBERS. 


No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is intended for insertion in the‘ JOURNAL” must be authenticated 
by the name and address of the writer—not necessarily for publication, but as a proof of good faith. 


COPY FOR ADVERTISEMENTS for the 
be received at the Office NOT LATER than 


NOON ON MONDAY, to ensure insertion in the following day’s issue. 
Orders to Alter or stop PERMANENT ADVERTISEMENTS should 


be received by the FIRST POST on Saturday. 


Wanted, For Sale, and Tender Advertisements, Six Lines and 


under 3s.; each additional Line, 6d. 


Telegrams: ‘‘GASKING, FLEET LONDON.” 


OXIDE OF IRON. 


Q)NEILL's OXIDE 
For GAS PURIFICATION, 
LARGEST SALB OF ANY OXIDE. 


SPENT OXIDE PURCHASED IN ANY DISTRICT 


GAS PURIFICATION & CHHMICAL OO., LD., 
Patmzrston Hovse, 
Oxp Broad Srrezt, Lonpox, H.C, 


“S7OLCANIC’’ FIRE CEMENT. 
Resiews 4,500° Fahr, Best for Gas-Works. 
Axvrew SrerHeznson, Gresham House, Old Broad 
Street, Gonvow, 0.0. ''Voloanism, Loudon." 


BRITISH GAS PURIFYING 








MATERIAL. 


ENGLISH BOG ORB AND NATURAL HYDRATED 
OXIDE OF IRON. 
SPENT OXIDE BOUGHT, 


RITISH GAS PURIFYING 
MATERIALS CO., LTD. 
(W.T. P, CUNNINGHAM, Chief Proprietor 
and Managing Director.) 
18, AncapIAN GARDENS, Woop Green, Lonpon, N, 29, 
Telegrams: ‘' Bripurimat, Wood, London,”’ 
*Phone : Palmer’s Green 608. 


| SULPHURIC ACID. 


PECIALLY prepared for the manu- 
facture of SULPHATH OF AMMONIA, 
SPENCER CHAPMAN & MESSEL, LTD., 
with which is amalgamated Wa. Panoz & Sons, Lrp. 
Mark Lane, Lonvon, 0.0, Works—Sinvertown, 
Telegrams—'' HypRocHktoni0, Fan, Lonpox."’ 
Telephone—1588 Avenvus (8 lines), 


LDER AND MACKAY, LTD. 


(HstaBiisHED 1850.) 


WET AND DRY MBTERS, 
SLOT AND ORDINARY, 
STREET LAMPS AND AUTOMATIO 
CONTROLLERS, 


EDINBURGH. 
(See p. 6.) 


Sat your inquiries for Carburetted 
HYDROGEN AND BLUE WATER -GAS 
PLANT, also TAR DBHYDRATING PLANT and 
other GAS- WORKS APPARATUS to— 


BALE AND HARDY, 


89; VioronrA Staget, WaeTmineter, 8.W, 1, 


T E.C. LORD, Ship Canal Tar-Works, 
@ Weaste, Manchester. Pitoh, Creosote, Benzols, 


Toluol, Naphtha, ne, all kinds of Oresylic Acid, 
Carbolie Acid, Sulphate of Ammonia, &o. 














“JOURNAL” should 
TWELVE O’CLOCK 
Payable in Advance. 





J & J. BRADDOCK (Branch of Meters 
a 


Limited), Globe Meter Works, OnpHam, and 
45 &47, Westminster Bridge Road, London, 8.5. 1. 


WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, PREPAYMENT 
METERS, STATION METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


REPAIRS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION, 
Telephones: 815 Oldham, and 2412 Hop, London, 


Telegrams— . 
“Brappoor, OtpHaM,’’ and ‘‘Meraiquz, Lams LOoXDon, 


BENZOL PLANTS FOR GAS-WORKS. 
BActzY, MILLS, & Co. Ltd, 


99, Victoria Street, Westminster, 8.W.1., Invite 
inquiries from all gas-works making 75 million cubic 





feet and upwards per annum, 
MEWBURN, ELLIS, AND PRYOR. 
HARTERED PATENT AGENTS AND 








TRADD MARK AGENTS, 
70, Chancery Lane, London, 


Telegrams: ‘‘ Patent London.”” ‘Phone: 248 Holborn. 
And 8, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newoastle-on-Tyne, 


“FERROX.” “FERROX.” ‘“FERROX.’’ 
A BBITISH Oxide Cheaper and Better 


*S than Bogore. 85 per cent, Water, 75 per cent. 
Perric Hydrate. For Sale outright or on Loan, 
OXIDH LIMITED, Brentford, MipptzsEx. 


ULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
SATURATORS and all LHAD and TIMBER 
WORE in connection with Sulphate Plants, 


h Guarantee promptness with efficiency for Re- 
pairs. 


JoszPH TaYLor AND OCo., OxnTRAL PLUMBING WoRES, 
Botton, 


Telegrams—''SatrvratTors Botton,’’ Telephone 0848, 


SPENCER'S Patent Inclined HURDLE GRIDS. 
HE very best Patent Grids for Holding 


Oxide Lightly, 
See Illustrated Advertisement, May 28, p. 863. 


(45. WoRKs requiring Extensions 
should Communicate with FIRTH BLAKELEY, 
SONS, AND CO., LIMITED, Dewsbury, who make a 
Speciality of Catering for the Smaller Gas Concerns, 
Prices Reasonable; quality and results, the best, 
Satisfaction Guaranteed, 














“MAGNESIA RINGS FOR INVERTED GAS- 
MANTLES. 


DVERTISER desires Position to Es- 
tablish Anyone in the Manufacture of these 
Rings. Practical and Technical Experience. 
Address No. 6465, care of Mr, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fueet Street, B.C. 4. 


LABORATORY. 
ITUATION Vacant in Manufacturer's 


Works. Testing Physical and Other Apparatus. 
ontrolled Establishment, 
Apply, by letter, to No. 6468, care of Mr. Kina, 11, 








Bolt Court, Fuxet Street, E.C. 4. 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION to the “‘ JOURNAL.” 


United Kingdom: One Year, 23s. 6d. ; Half Year, 12s. ; Quarter, 6s. 6d. 
If credit is taken, an extra charge of 4s. a year 


is made. 


Abroad (in the Postal Union): £1 7s. 6d., payable in advance. 
In payment of subscriptions for ‘‘ JOURNALS ”’ sent abroad, Post Office 
Orders or Bankers’ Drafts on London only are accepted. 
All Communications, Remittances, &c., to be addressed to 
WALTER Kine, 11, BOLY CouRT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C. 4. 


Telephone: Holborn 6857. 


OXIDE OF IRON. 
SPENT OXIDE WANTED, 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


88, St. Mary at Hitn, Loxpon, 0,0, 8. 
Phone: Avenue 6680, 


“TORTO’ FIRE CEMENT. 
ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


88, St, Mary at Hitz, Lonpon, H.C, 8. 
Phone: Avenue 6680. 


“ KLEENOFF,” THE COOKER CLEANSER. 


Tins for sale to Consumers. 
In Bulk for Works Use. 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


85, St, Many at Hit, Lonpon, B.O, 8. 
Phone: Avenue 6680, 


ORK wanted by a Civil Engineer, 
whose Business has been Ruined by the War. 
The Advertiser has had 35 Years’ Experience in the 
—— of Gas Undertakings, and for the past 
years has practised as a Consulting Engineer at 
Westminster. 
Would be willing to temporarily fill the post of a 
Manager called up to join the Army. 
Address No. 6467, care of Mr. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, 
Furet Street, E.C. 4, 


SOUTHEND GAS COMPANY. 
ypHxe Directors invite Applications for 


the Position of ENGINEER and MANAGER. 
Salary, £550 for First Year, £600 for Second Year, to be 
increased to £800 per Annum by Increments as may be 
determined by the Directors. 

Applications, stating Age, Qualification, and Experi- 
ence, accompanied by copies of not more than Three 
Testimonials, to be sent to the undersigned, marked 
“* Application Engineer and Manager,” not later than 
July 12, 1918, 








Jas, T. RANDALL, 
Secretary. 
Offices: 20-22, York Road, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
June 28, 1918, 





GAS AND WATER-WORKS ENGINEER AND 
GENERAL MANAGER. 


HE Accrington District Gas and 

Water Board invite Applications for the Posi- 

tion of ENGINEER and GENERAL MANAGER of 
their Gas and Water Undertakings. 

Candidates must have had Experience in similar 
Undertakings, and, in particular, possess a Thorough 
Practical Knowledge of Modern Methods of the Manu- 
facture and Distribution of Gas. 

Salary, £500, increasing by annual:increments of £50 
to £700 a year. 

Applications, marked ‘ Engineer,’’ stating Age, 
Training, Experience, and full Qualifications, with 
References—but no Testimonials—to be addressed to 
reach the undersigned not later than the 20th of July 
inst. 

Canvassing members of the Board will disqualify. 

By order, 
A. H, AITKEN, 
Clerk to the Board. 

St. James Street, 

Accrington. 





HARTLEPOOL GAS AND WATER COMPANY’ 
HEMIST Wanted for General Gas- 


Works Analysis, to Take Charge of Laboratory. 
—— of Benzol Testing and Calorimetry Desir- 
able. 

Fw nermpen giving Age, References, Experiences, 
and Salary required, to Mr. A. W. Branson, Secretary 
and Manager, Gas-Works, West HARTLEPOOL, 


MANCHESTER. 








